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June 30, 2015

TO:  Executive Committee Members

FROM:  Steve Smith and Sharon McKinley

RE:  Dover Executive Committee Meeting, July 14, 2015, 7:00 p.m. at the Dover Center*

Thank you for serving your church and Dover Baptists as a member of our Executive Committee.  Our bylaws state
that we must have members from at least 15 Dover churches present at the meeting in order to conduct business,
so, when you attend, members like you make it possible for us to conduct Dover’s business.  

We will next meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at the Dover Center.  We expect various reports and may
also have several recommendations.  

If you lead one of our committees, councils, or teams and plan to have a report, it would help us–and the clerk–to
have a written copy, especially if your report includes a recommendation(s).  Anything you want the Dover office to
copy for distribution to Executive Committee members should arrive at the Dover office not later than the morning
of Monday, July 13 (or, if mailed, must arrive by Friday, July 10).  Thank you.

Please take the time to review the enclosed minutes of our April Executive Committee meeting and our Semiannual
Meeting.  To save duplicate printing, please remember to bring this packet with you to our next meeting.  If you
received this in the mail and prefer to receive future notices by e-mail, please tell us.  Thank you.

Thank you for serving as your church’s representative on Dover’s Executive Committee.  Please be sure to ask your
church for time to share news and prayer requests from Dover at your church’s regularly scheduled business
meetings or other appropriate times.  

Summer has arrived.  It is the season for Vacation Bible School and fresh produce.  Like growing children and
growing gardens, may God help you grow this summer!  We look forward to seeing you on July 14.

*DIRECTIONS:  From northbound I-95, take Exit 86, then Exit 86B, and turn right at the traffic light behind Home
Depot onto Lakeridge Parkway.  From southbound I-95, take Exit 89, turn right, then turn left at the traffic light into
Winding Brook onto Lakeridge Parkway.



Dover Baptist Association
Minutes of the Executive Committee

Tuesday, April 14, 2015, 7:00 p.m., Dover Conference Center

Moderator Steve Smith (Colosse) called the meeting to order.  Dover WMU Assistant
Director Michelle Brown (New Highland) read Matthew 25:40 and Psalm 119:125.  She recalled
Do You Believe?, a movie that asked, “If you believe [in Christ], what are you going to do about
it?”  She called attention to the role of believers in servant evangelism and led in prayer.  

Moderator Smith invited any new church or association staff personnel, Executive
Committee members, and guests to introduce themselves.  New Executive Committee member
Bob King (Berea) introduced himself.  

Smith called for the collection of registration cards.  After that, he asked for any
additions or corrections to the minutes of the January 13, 2015 Executive Committee Meeting. 
Hearing none, the minutes stood approved as printed. 

Administrative Services Reports

Neither the Moderator, Vice Moderator nor Clerk offered reports.  Virginia Baptist
Mission Council Representative Clarke Hawkins reported that the Mission Council has a
meeting scheduled with the Virginia Baptist Executive Board at Eagle Eyrie within the next
month.  

Steve Allsbrook presented the Treasurer’s Report for the fourth quarter of FY2014. 
Allsbrook reminded members that the association’s fiscal year runs from February 1 through
January 31. He reported that, due to a bookkeeping error by the Virginia Baptist Foundation, the
numbers reported from Foundation will be adjusted in the report for the first quarter of FY2015.

Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant, reported that she and Sue Hall will attend the
National Association of Southern Baptist Secretaries Conference in Branson, Missouri later this
month.  Weakley will lead two of the workshops.  

Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders, reported he had a busy quarter
filling in for pastors who were ill.  In January, he spoke twice for Pastor Vallerie King.  Corey
also spoke for Rev. Todd Kube while he was on vacation.  In February, Corey spoke for Pastor
Sam Grozdanov and performed two funerals for Four Mile Creek Baptist Church members. 
Pastor Clarke Hawkins called in March and Corey supplied for him.  On March 15, Corey was
the guest preacher for both services at New Highland after the departure of Pastor Bob Lee. 
Corey pointed out it was a joy to serve the churches of the Dover Baptist Association and their
pastors and church leaders.  

Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development, was ill and not able to attend.  In his
absence, Moderator Smith reported that the annual Central Virginia Baptist Ministries
Deacon-Pastor Conference on Monday, April 13 was a great opportunity to share and grow. 

Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions, reported that North Run Baptist Church will host
the Dover Seniors Luncheon on Tuesday, May 5, at noon.  Richmond Times-Dispatch columnist
Bill Lohmann will speak.  Lunch reservations are due in the Dover office by April 24.  Duenckel
will participate in several mission trips this summer as part of his sabbatical.  In May, he will
travel with members of New Bethesda to Ecuador.  June will include a trip with a team from
Poplar Springs to the Standing Rock Indian Reservation in North and South Dakota.  In August,
Duenckel will travel to Toronto, Canada and visit Dover’s former partners there.   
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In the report of the Director of Missions, Steve Allsbrook introduced Matt Fretwell, who
has recently been accepted into the doctoral program at Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary.  Fretwell serves as pastor of Oak Hall Baptist Church and also serves as a board
member for Living Bread Ministries, a church planting ministry among the global poor.  Fretwell
is helping initiate Planting RVA, an effort related to Living Bread Ministries with the goal of
planting churches in the greater Richmond area.  Planting RVA plans to focus on reaching high
crime and drug areas to which Dover churches do not usually connect.

Allsbrook announced Mount Olivet Baptist Church will host Dover’s Semiannual
Meeting on May 3 at 3 p.m.  The program will feature the Virginia Baptist Women’s Chorale
and a testimony about a mission partnership between Grace Chinese and Gwathmey Baptist
Churches.  

Allsbrook reported that two congregations have approached Dover about joining the
association.  Dover’s Minister-Church Relations Committee may present a motion to accept one
or both of these churches at the Semiannual Meeting.

Several Dover congregations are currently without pastors and need our prayers.  Bob
Lee (New Highland) and Mark Hughes (Berea) have both recently concluded their ministry in
Dover.  Mount Pleasant Baptist Church is looking for an interim pastor.  First Baptist, Ashland
will install its new pastor on April 19.  On April 26, Sharon will vote on a prospective pastor. 
There are also several upcoming staff vacancies for worship leaders.  

Administrative Services Committees

Kistie Patch, chairperson of the Nominations Committee reported that the committee is
developing a form to help secure nominations for association leaders for next year.  The
committee is currently seeking a volunteer to replace Bob Lee, who was a member of the
Nominations Committee. 

Steve Allsbrook, reporting for the Properties Committee, shared that all exterior locks on
the Dover Center have been rekeyed.  He said that the old keys to the exterior doors will no
longer work, and the office will issue new keys as needed.

Mission Performance Services

Steve Allsbrook reported for the Media Library Team that generous donations have been
received from the libraries of former Dover staff members Bob Boggs and Richard Moore.  After
review, the new items chosen for circulation will be catalogued and placed in the Dover library. 

Michelle Brown (New Highland) reported for Dover’s Woman’s Missionary Union that
“The Conduit” Ministry will hold its semiannual free clothing event at Walnut Grove Baptist
Church on April 25 from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  “The Conduit” seeks volunteers to pray and share
the Gospel with customers.  The ministry welcomes donations of clothing and can even arrange
to pick them up, if requested.  Brown also reported that the DWMU Annual Meeting will take
place on May 12 at Samaria.  Barbara Hubbard of Living Bread Ministries will speak.  Dinner
reservations must be made by May 4.  
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Mission Development

Steve Allsbrook, reporting for the Partnership Missions Council, shared that we have not
been able to schedule a spring visit from partners in Macedonia.  To date, six churches, three
WMU groups, and ten individual donors have given $16,532.50 toward Dover’s “Raise the
Roof” in Macedonia Building Campaign, 55% of the goal.  All Dover churches and individuals
are encouraged to donate.  Dover will match $1 for every $3 donated, up to $30,000 in
donations.  The association is currently checking on the frequency and amount of funds that can
be sent to the Union of Christian Baptists of Macedonia. 

Other Reports

Bob Mills (Northside), reporting for Central Virginia Baptist Ministries, announced the
CVBM Leadership Development Conference will be held on September 21 at Cool Spring
Baptist Church.  This year, child care will be available but must be reserved in advance.

Charles Ward (North Run) reported for the Central Virginia Raceway Ministries that
NASCAR races will be held at RIR April 24-25.  CVRM has the opportunity to serve a third
campground this year.  Expanding the ministry will require even more volunteers.  As with other
races, CVRM asks that Dover Baptists provide homemade cookies for volunteers to share with
guests.  Charles invited interested persons to contact him or Sam Duenckel.  

Steve Allsbrook reported for Dover’s Pruett Fund for Church Leadership which makes
scholarships for leadership development.  The Pruett Fund administrative team has awarded 
Northside Baptist Church a grant to help Pastor Jeff Scott, who is also a team member, attend a
Storytelling Conference.  

Steve Allsbrook, reporting for Operation Inasmuch, announced that the association now
has its own Operation Inasmuch Team that can train OIAM church teams.  Team members
recently helped OIAM Executive Director David Crocker lead a training event hosted by Parham
Road Baptist Church.  Steve Smith (Colosse) shared that Colosse will team with two churches on
September 9 to carry out 40 mission projects in King William County with the help of about 250
volunteers.  

Business Session

Clerk Karen Mills reported the presence of 29 Executive Committee members from 18
churches, meeting the requirement of members from at least 15 churches for a quorum.  She also
reported the presence of 9 others for a total attendance of 38.  The Executive Committee had no
unfinished business. 

New Business

Abbie Duenckel (Ridge) presented a recommendation from the Student Ministries
Council regarding the 2015 W. Paul Hepler Scholarship.  The Council recommended that Dover
award this year’s scholarship to John White (New Highland), a senior at Hanover High School. 
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Abbie shared many of the accomplishments that directed the Council’s attention to John as the
right candidate for this year’s scholarship.  Members approved the recommendation.  

Moderator Smith reviewed the announcements printed in the agenda.  Steve Allsbrook
pointed out that 2016 budget and calendar requests are due before the Dover Council Annual
Planning Retreat in May. 

Hillcrest will sponsor Mechanicsville native and Christian artist Tim Menzies in concert
on May 5 at 7 p.m.

Steve Allsbrook asked for prayer for struggling churches in our association.  He also
requested prayer for to Joe and Tenneh Reeves and family on the death of their son Eleazer on
April 24.  Joe serves as Pastor of Tabernacle of Praise Ministries International. 

Allsbrook reported that Entrust now offers a program that offers low interest loans as a
way for churches to help persons who struggle financially to break the cycle that keeps them in
debt.

Allsbrook announced that Samaria Baptist Church will hold a commissioning service for
Pete and Angela Adkins (Samaria) on July 12.  Pete and Angela are going as missionaries to
Standing Rock Indian Reservation.  He encouraged Dover Baptists to attend the service.

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Mills, Clerk



Dover Baptist Association
Minutes of the 232nd Semiannual Meeting

Mount Olivet Baptist Church, Beaverdam, Virginia
Sunday, May 3, 2015, 3:00 P.M.

Pianist Judy Ashley (Mount Olivet) provided music for the prelude.  Moderator Steve
Smith (Colosse) called the meeting to order.  Program Committee Chairman Virginia Wermuth
(Poplar Springs) moved that the program be adopted as printed.  Messengers approved the
motion.

Phyllis Borchert (Walnut Grove) read Psalm 22:22-26 and led in prayer.  Host Pastor
Dale Ashley (Mount Olivet) welcomed Dover Baptists.  

Sam Duenckel recognized Caitie Walsh, Baptist Collegiate Minister at the University of
Richmond.  Steve Allsbrook recognized Tom Ingram, BGAV Regional Field Strategist and
Worship and Church Music Specialist.  Ingram brought greetings from the BGAV.  

Allsbrook shared a message from the Union of Christian Baptists in Macedonia thanking
Dover for the recent monetary gift helping to “Raise the Roof” on their new National Baptist
Center. A note from Bob Mackey, Director of Missions for the Baltimore Baptist Association,
thanked Dover for their prayer support during recent rioting in Baltimore.  Mackey noted that
their association’s pastors “have modeled serving others” in the name of Jesus during the
turmoil.

Bill Corey presented a bag of materials for the Week of Prayer for Association Missions
and other Dover information to host pastor Dale Ashley. This year’s goal of $37,000 is the
association’s largest goal ever.  Churches should see Bill if they have not yet received their
materials.  

Dover Music Director Pam Cross (Cool Spring) led the congregation in singing “Since
Jesus Came into My Heart”.

Abbie Duenckel (Ridge), Student Ministries Council Director, presented the W. Paul
Hepler Scholarship to John Barrett White (New Highland), a Hanover High School senior who
will enter the University of Virginia in the fall.  Duenckel noted many of his accomplishments. 
White thanked his parents, who were in attendance, for their support and also thanked New
Highland Baptist Church for the support, encouragement, and guidance he had received at the
church.  He thanked Dover for the scholarship and thanked God for all of his blessings.

Steve Allsbrook introduced Pastor Daniel Chu (Grace Chinese) and Marilyn Towsey
(Gwathmey), who spoke on “Two Churches, One Ministry.”  Together, the two churches
partnered to minister to Chinese students working at King’s Dominion.  Their ministry of
fellowship, ESL training, Bible Study, and testimonies helped these student workers feel more at
home away from their homes in China.  Several had made professions of faith and been baptized. 
In their inspiring presentation, Chu and Towsey spoke not only of the blessings received by the
students but also the blessings received by the church members who shared in the ministry.

Business Session

Clerk Karen Mills (Northside) reported the presence of a quorum of messengers from at
least 20 churches.  She reported 63 messengers registered from 30 churches, plus 46 other
persons, making a total of 109 present.
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Dean Frazeur (Goochland) reported that the Minister-Church Relations Committee has
met with members of Spring Run Baptist Church.  On behalf of the Committee, Frazeur moved
that Dover accept Spring Run Baptist Church as a member of Dover Baptist Association. 
Members approved the recommendation.  Steve Allsbrook acknowledged the presence of Pastor
Eric Durden and other members of Spring Run in the meeting and welcomed them into the
Dover Baptist family.

Pat Bragg, member of the Personnel Committee, recognized Peggy Etheridge, Dover
Ministry Assistant, for five years of service to the association.

Steve Allsbrook introduced Joe Reeves from Tabernacle of Praise Ministries and offered
condolences on the recent death of his son.  Allsbrook introduced Josh Hayden, new pastor of
First Baptist, Ashland and Joe Kendrick, new pastor of Black Creek.  He also acknowledged the
presence of James Allcock, former state music director for the Baptist Convention of
Maryland/Delaware (whose wife sings with the Virginia Baptist Women’s Chorale).

Steve Allsbrook presented a recommendation that Dover’s trustees and anyone
authorized to sign checks for Dover Baptist Association be authorized to transact business re
Dover’s financial accounts as Dover may need.  Allsbrook stated that, while the authorized staff
will routinely transact the business of Dover’s financial accounts, this motion would allow Dover
trustees to represent the association in its various dealings with the firms that hold Dover’s
financial accounts, if needed.  The motion received a second, and members approved the
recommendation.

Nominations Chair Kistie Patch (Hunton) presented the Nominee Recommendation Form
to help identify potential Dover leaders for 2015-16.  The Committee hopes Dover Baptists will
share recommendations as the Committee begins its work of nominating Dover leaders for the
coming year.

Charles Ward (North Run), representing Central Virginia Raceway Ministries, thanked
Dover Baptists for volunteering and for donating cookies for the recent races on a very rainy
weekend at RIR.  Volunteers distributed all the cookies on Friday and Saturday.  He announced
the fall races will be held September 11-12, 2015.  This concluded the business session and
related reports.  

Bob Mills (Northside) led the congregation in singing “The Servant Song”.
Steve Allsbrook introduced the Virginia Baptist Women’s Chorale, now celebrating its

39th season.  The Chorale is composed of women from across the state who have served as
ministers of music, instrumentalists, accompanists, choir leaders, denominational workers,
and/or wives of Virginia Baptist staff members.  It includes several members from Dover
churches.  The Chorale graced the meeting with the beautiful music.

The meeting was adjourned by Sharon McKinley (Western Hanover), Vice Moderator,
who led the benediction.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Mills, Clerk


