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Leslie and Hazel Watson
Missions Offering
Goal: $36,800

Received as of June 22:
$14,989.33

Independence Day Holiday
Dover Office Closed July 4

Student Addresses Wanted!
Many new high school graduates from Dover churches will seek more

education. Baptist Collegiate Ministry provides a Christian community in
higher education settings.

We need your help. Dover’s Student Ministries Council wants to send a
care package and information about Baptist Collegiate Ministry to every
Dover high school graduate. Will you help us get their names and contact
information?

If someone in your family or your church family is graduating high
school and will continue their education, please send the names and contact
information to us. It would really help us to have the names and contact
information by July 7. We promise to use that information only to send them
the packages and help connect them with Baptist Collegiate Ministries.  
E-mail each student’s name, home address, e-mail address, and the name of
the college or school he/she will attend to ridgeeducation@comcast.net or
mail it to our Student Ministries Council at the Dover office. Thank you!

Churches Nominate Grant Recipients
Dover’s Leslie and Hazel Watson Offering for Dover Association

Missions helps fund missions and charitable work outside of Dover’s
budgeted expenses.  The offering calls attention to missions and charitable
work in and beyond the communities served by Dover churches.
Association Missions Offering grants are intended to benefit work that
complements, rather than duplicates, the work of Dover and its churches in
keeping with our biblical values.

A Dover church that contributes to the association’s General Budget
may apply on behalf of a tax-exempt ministry or organization that provides
services  in keeping with our biblical values – to a people group in the
community that church serves.

Completed nominations must arrive in the Dover Office by Monday,
July 31 for grants to be made after October 31. Application requirements
can be found at www.doverbaptist.org/resources/amo

Save the Date!
Central Virginia Baptist Ministries
Leadership Development Conference 
“Authentic Connections in a #HASHTAG World”
Monday, September 25 
Branch’s Baptist Church, 3400 Broad Rock Boulevard, Richmond

This annual conference offers leadership sessions for current and future
church leaders. Visit www.baptistleaders.org for more information and to
register.



I will always
thank God for
you...The grace
of our Lord Jesus
be with you all.

–Steve  

Benediction:  Grace and Peace to You
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To everything there is a season...”

(KJV) or “There is a time for everything...” (NIV).  This is the
time for me to say “Thank you!” and “Goodbye.”

I think it very likely that Paul loved the Philippian church
more than any other.  In his letter to that congregation, Paul
wrote, “Whenever I think of you, I thank God for you” (my
version of Philippians 1:3).  I want Dover Baptists to know I
will always thank God for the time, the ministry, and the
relationships we shared.

I want the pastors and staff members in Dover churches to
know that.  I want every volunteer leader in the association
and its churches to know I am grateful.  I want our association
neighbors to know it too.  I especially want our past and
present Dover staff team members to know I thank God for
them.  I am grateful I have had the privilege of working with
all of you.  Whenever I think of you, I will thank God for you.

How can I adequately thank you for your extravagant love
and generosity?  Dover gave me a priceless party and a very
generous gift celebrating my twenty years of service in Dover
and my retirement after forty years of
ministry in Virginia.  Our staff, volunteers,
program participants, and our hosts at Cool
Spring Baptist Church poured themselves
out for me.  Dover’s WMU honored me
with a quilt.  Some of our churches and
many individuals blessed me with individual
gifts, cards, and other affirmations of my
service.  I am grateful for each one and have
a bulging binder filled with your kindness
and my memories of you.

Dover Baptists have greatly honored
me and my family by establishing the “Liam
& Isaac Hartland Fund” at the Virginia
Baptist Foundation.  You shared our
family’s joy and grief when our daughter
gave birth to these twins six years ago. 
Even though Isaac only lived nine hours,
you have made it so that Isaac and his brother Liam will be
associated with blessing others for as long as the fund remains. 
I knew you wanted to do something wonderful for me, but
your extravagance left me speechless.  Like “I love you” can
seem trite, “Thank you” seems too little to say, but I do love
and thank all of you for such a wonderful, generous gift.

As the April “Dover Diary” said, I thank God that I have
gotten to work with gifted, committed people in so pleasant a
place.  Psalm 66:12 speaks of “a place of abundance.”  When
God brought me to Dover, God brought me to a place literally
“running over” with blessings.  I am profoundly grateful.

Now comes the time to say, “Goodbye.”  Remember that
is a contraction of the blessing, “God be with ye.”  

The practice of blessing is one of the oldest parts of our
faith as followers of Christ.  I first saw and heard it as a child. 
It made an impression on me to see the pastor raise his hand
toward Heaven and the congregation and then pronounce a
blessing on us to conclude the worship service.

  He did something that dates at least as far back as the Old
Testament book of Numbers.  Moses was instructed to tell
Aaron and his sons, those assigned the role of priests, “This is
the way you shall bless the children of Israel.  Say to them: 
‘The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face
shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up His
countenance upon you, And give you peace’” (Numbers
6:23-26 NKJV).

The Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary defines
“benediction” as “a prayer for God’s blessing or an affirmation
that God’s blessing is at hand.”  It gives the example from
Numbers and 18 more from New Testament letters.  

Hebrews 13:20-21 says, “Now may the God of peace,
who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the
sheep, 21  equip you with everything good for doing his will,
and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.”

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work
within us, 21 to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever!” (Ephesians

3:20-21).
The benediction found in 2 Corinthians

13:14 says, “May the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.”

In 1 Thessalonians 5:28 we read, “The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you.”  The next letter, 2 Thessalonians
3:18, says, “The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you all.” 

First Peter 5:14 concludes “Peace to all
of you who are in Christ.”  Though not
exactly the same, the Greek word translated
“peace” echoes the Hebrew word shalom
(say shah-LOAM).  We have no single
word like shalom in English.  It means all
that makes one complete.  Much like health

means physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual health,
shalom means all the different elements important to life. 
Shalom means anything needed for one to feel secure, able,
and alive.

That is my prayer for God’s blessing and my affirmation
that God’s blessing is at hand for Dover and every Dover
Baptist.  I pray God will keep blessing this family of churches,
its staff and other leaders.  I pray God will bless the churches
that form Dover, their ministers, staff members, volunteer
leaders, and congregants.  I pray God will bless all of Dover
with the security we know in Christ, with spiritual gifts and
resources for all the work God calls you to do, and with the
courage and energy to serve until your work is complete.

I will always thank God for you.  Would that I could
simultaneously stand before all Dover Baptists with my hand
pointed toward Heaven and the congregation and speak God’s
blessing on you.  Shalom.  Peace to you who are in Christ. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you all.  “God be with
ye.”

–Steve Allsbrook



Pray for These
The ministers of Tipi Wakan Ministries, and, in Dover:  
July 2 Mount Olivet . . . . . . . . . . . . Dale Ashley, Pastor

Claudia Phillips, Cindy Weston,
Felicia Taylor, Shirley Mills

July 9 Mount Pleasant . . . . . . . . . . . . Earl Kirby, Pastor
    Mount Vernon . . . . . . . . . Donald Runion, Pastor

Clayton Carnall, Jimmie Miles, Cameron Dahl,
Kim Gilbert, Anne Winston, Gravis Sung, 

Jean Grubbs, Dee Yarbrough, Bob Boteler, 
Jessica Benson, Rod Roberts, Lynn Madden,

 Susan Sharon, Clara Epperly, Randy Markel,
 Kimberly Braine-Tillem, Karen Willoughby

Darie Lee, Tara Logwood
July 16 New Bethesda . . . . . . . . . . Todd Combee, Pastor

Caleb Bittler, Lynne Uzel, Shirley Mitchell
July 23 New Highland . . . . . . . . . . Rusty Mullins, Pastor

Jennifer Mullins, Kim Gunn, Paul Rozecki,
                              Page Marriner, Kristi Garstang,Tiffany Miller
 July 30 New Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Raleigh James, Pastor

Joni Welborn, Tempie Ruff, Lori Lambert

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to the family of Dorothy Runion who passed away May

14. Dorothy Runion is the mother of Don Runion, Pastor of 
Mount Vernon Baptist Church.

...to the family of James Farrier, Jr. who passed away April
8.  James Farrier, Jr. is the father of Jeff Farrier, Musician at
Shalom Baptist Church.

Congratulations
...to Alan Ray on his 15th anniversary as Senior Pastor of

Ridge Baptist Church.
...to Abbie Duenckel on her 10th anniversary as Minister of

Discipleship/Outreach at Ridge Baptist Church.
...to Lindsay Ray on her Ordination to the Gospel Ministry.

Lindsay serves as the Minister for Students at Ridge Baptist
Church.

...to Trey and Kiersten Critzer who are the proud parents of
Sawyer Vernon Critzer. Trey is the Campus Pastor of Atlee
Church, Scottsville Campus.

...to Maristela Araujo, Intern for New People Groups with
Dover Baptist Association, who graduated from Baptist
Theological Seminary at Richmond with a Master of Divinity.

...to Kerry Smith and Taylor Smith Crumley on their
Ordination to the Gospel Ministry. Kerry is the Education/Youth
Minister at North Run Baptist Church, and Taylor serves at
Flat Springs Baptist Church in North Carolina.

Personnel Changes
Phillip Higgins, Minister of Music with First Baptist

Church of West Point completed close to eight years of
service.

Atlee Church, Mechanicsville Campus called Jesse
Martin as their Campus Pastor.

DWMU News
Dover Women’s Missions Leadership Workshop
Saturday, July 29,   9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Dover Conference Center
11006 Lakeridge Parkway, Ashland
Come join us to learn how to lead women’s mission groups in
your church.  Lunch will be provided.  Contact Michelle Brown
for reservations at (804) 928-2927.

Spiritual Enrichment Retreat
Thursday, August 10, New Highland Baptist Church
9200 New Ashcake Road, Mechanicsville
Supper begins at 6:00 p.m.
Make dinner reservations with WMU Treasurer, Anita Roy
(804) 843-4147 by August 3. $7 for adults and $4 for children.
Program begins at 7:00 p.m.
Speakers: Zachary Green - Cru (Campus Crusade) at Virginia

Tech and the Hope Team - WMUV - Human Trafficking

Positions Available
Biltmore Baptist Church seeks a part-time accompanist. 

Send resume to Biltmore Baptist Church, 1300 New York Ave.,
Glen Allen, VA 23060.

Black Creek Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music
Director.  E-mail resume to office@blackcreek.org or call   
(804) 781-0330 for details.

Chamberlayne Baptist Church seeks a temporary, part-
time Youth Ministries Leader until approximately the fall of
2018.  Email resume to church.office@chamberlaynebc.org.

Deep Run Baptist Church seeks a part-time teacher for
our Child Development Center.  Please e-mail resume to
deeprunbc@verizon.net or mail to Deep Run Baptist Church,
Attn. CDC Committee, 10907 Three Chopt Road, Henrico, VA
23233.

Emmaus Baptist Church seeks a part-time (12 hours a
week) Minister of Children and Youth.  For more information
and to apply, please e-mail pastorvallerie@gmail.com.

New Bethesda Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Accompanist. Please submit resume to the Music Committee by
e-mail: DLCDAC101@aol.com. For more information, visit
New Bethesda’s website:  www.newbethesdabaptistchurch.org

Sharon Baptist Church seeks a part-time Youth Director.
E-mail resume to HenryStephens@verizon.net or contact Henry
Stephens at (804) 640-1643.

Taylorsville Baptist Church seeks a part-time Youth
Minister.  E-mail resume to TaylorsvilleYouth@gmail.com.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church seeks a Senior Pastor. 
Send resume, references and any electronic media to Pastor
Search Committee, 7001 Cornfield Lane, Mechanicsville, VA
23111 or email to pastorsearch@walnutgrovebaptist.com by
July 4, 2017.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church Children’s Learning
Center seeks an Assistant Director. Please send resume and
references to WGCLC, Attention Kristi Bowles, 7046 Cold
Harbor Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23111 or office@wgclc.com.

West Point, First Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Accompanist and a part-time Minister of Music. Send resume to
the Personnel Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O. Box N,
West Point, VA  23181.
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Church News (Cont.)
Ridge high school and college graduates recognized on

June 11; June Missions Night on June 14; The Caring Hearts
group cruised down the Richmond Canal on June 16.

Shalom meets at Pole Green Elementary School for Sunday
mornings; had graduation recognition on June 11.

Walnut Grove had super senior celebration on June 11; 
held end of school party on June 16.

West Point, FBC youth to Eagle Eyrie July 24-28.

NHBC Farmers Market is Open
Wednesdays
The New Highland Baptist Farmers Market is open for the
season on Wednesdays from 4:00-7:00 p.m. and runs through
September. 

Free Choir Robes
Hardy Central Baptist Church has 30 burgundy and beige

choir robes available for free. For more information, please
contact Jane Wynn at (804) 305-1563

Summer Concert
Saturday, August 26   7:00 p.m.
Cool Spring Baptist Church Worship Center
9283 Atlee Station Road, Mechanicsville
“An Evening with Mark Lowry & Stan Whitmire”
To purchase tickets, www.itickets.com.

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Ashland, FBC child dedication was on June 18; youth
attended KingsFest at Kings Dominion June 22-23; high school
and college graduates recognized June 25.

Broadus Memorial  high school and college graduates 
recognized on June 11; church picnic and baptism on June 11;
Worship Arts Camp will be July 17-21. 

Cool Spring had Vacation Bible School, “Galactic
Starveyors”, June 26-30; will host Rolando Lamb Boys
Basketball Camp July 24-27; will host Andre Ingram’s
Basketball Shooting-Specific Camp August 14-16.

Dover raised $300 at their car wash last month; had
Vacation Bible School, “Camp Out”, June 21-23.

Emmaus high school and college graduates recognized on
June 4.

Fort Lee youth girls had a special evening on June 10;
youth went to Kingsfest at Kings Dominion on June 23.

Goochland youth went on a mission trip to Gatlinburg, TN
June 25-30; had a SweetFrog fundraiser on June 11.

Hillcrest high school and college graduates recognized on
June 11; will have a 3 evening revival July 23-25.

Hopeful high school and college graduates recognized on
June 4; participated in “Relay for Life” June 17 at Kings
Dominion Campground; mission trip to Cherokee, NC June 25-
July 1.

Hunton high school and college graduates recognized on
June 4; youth attended Passport Summer Camp in Atlanta, GA
June 25-30.

Kentwood Heights to participate in the New Kent County
Fair August 11-13.

Mount Vernon had Vacation Bible School, “Galactic
Starveyors”, June 26-30; Worship Arts Camp will be July 23-28.

Parham Road PRISM Soccer Camp June 4-7.
Pioneer held a yard sale, car wash & bake sale on

 June 10.

                         
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant

    Elizabeth Bradley, Ministry Assistant
 Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

Steve Smith, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
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