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2016 Leslie and Hazel
Watson Offering for
Dover Association Missions
Goal: $33,500
Received: $35,093.12
You met and exceeded the goal!  Thank you for
your generous support!

Office Holiday Schedule
The Dover office will close for Christmas and
New Year’s holidays, December 23-January 1.

Special Announcement–
Hold the Date to Celebrate  
On January 1, Steve Allsbrook will have served
as Dover’s Director of Missions for 20 years. 
Steve has shared that he will retire on June 30,
2017.  Mark Sunday, April 23 on your calendar. 
Cool Spring Baptist Church will host Dover’s
Semiannual Meeting that day from 3:00-5:00. 
Please join us as we celebrate Steve’s 20th
anniversary with Dover, 40 years of ministry
among Virginia Baptists, and his retirement!

And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord.” –Luke 2:8-11 NIV

We thank God for you!

Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!

Sandy, Sue, Elizabeth, Maristela,

Bill, Sam, Steve (1), and Steve (2) 
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Our Partnership with Macedonian
Baptists—A Celebration

Crossing the finish line in anything is a cause for
celebration.  Dover Baptist Association and the Union of
Christian Baptists of Macedonia have crossed the finish line of
a multi-year partnership.  Like Thanksgiving and Christmas,
this is a festive time!

Why does Dover partner with other Christ-followers in
places like Macedonia?  The answer goes back to the New
Testament.  Paul wrote to the congregation in Philippi, “In all
my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now...”
(Philippians 1:4-5 NIV).  That church had taken up an offering
and sent it with a trusted member–both serving as gifts to aid
Paul in his ministry at Rome.  That same spirit makes it
possible for Dover churches to cooperate with each other and
with the larger Baptist family beyond Dover.  Sometimes God
makes it possible to combine that spirit of cooperation in a
more intimate form.  That leads into partnerships like ours.

As partners, we pledge more than the richer partner
sharing financial resources.  We promise to pray for each
other.  We look for ways to start new work and strengthen
existing work.  We make sharing the Good News about Jesus a
priority and help those where we serve through our work and
our witness.  Together we develop, mobilize, and encourage
leaders in the churches.  Like our partnerships in Toronto,
South Africa, and Baltimore, our partnership in Macedonia has
attempted all those things.

God used a relationship to bring us into a partnership in
Macedonia.  Sam Grozdanov serves as the pastor of Four Mile
Creek Baptist Church in Dover.  He came to the U. S. from
Macedonia.  We asked Sam about his homeland and the work
there.  Four Mile Creek sent a team to Skopje and our
relationship with a potential new partner started to grow.

People on both sides starting praying about our potential
partnership.  In 2011 Dover sent a team to explore options for
a possible partnership.  Baptist leaders in Macedonia and
Dover’s Partnership Missions Council both made
recommendations that we proceed with the partnership.  The
two bodies agreed and made a covenant.  Many Dover Baptists
will recall the 2012 Annual Meeting at Ridge Baptist Church
when we met Pastor Marko Grozdanov and wife Tina.  John
Upton, then president of the Baptist World Alliance, spoke and
signed the covenant as a witness when, together, we signed it.

Over the life of our formal partnership, Dover dollars
have helped our Baptist kinfolk in Macedonia.  The money
Dover sent helped Good News Baptist Church in Skopje have
staff and develop them as leaders.  (God moved one of them to
Poland via a new job.)  Another staff member, one with ties to
Campus Crusade for Christ, visited Dover and connected with
Virginia Baptists.  Dover’s WMU made a major contribution
to make that trip possible.  Ridge Baptist Church sent a team
to Macedonia, and Dover sent another team in October.  These
exchanges have led to new and lasting relationships.

Lisa Wright:  My time in Macedonia reminded me again
that people are people.  They live a world away.  Language,
food, attire, and buildings may differ, but, people are the same. 
On Sunday after church, I observed dads laden with diaper
bags, jackets and pink backpacks thrust upon them by their

kids who were playing in the worship area singing into the
dead mikes, pounding the drums and banging the piano. 
Sound familiar?  This is our world in America as well.

The Macedonians value relationships and fellowship.  We
spent hours of unhurried time gathered for a meal or a cup of
tea.  They wanted to hear our stories of America and wanted to
share their stories of life under Communism, the decline of the
church, the rise of new believers, politics, travel, struggles,
and triumphs.  It was frustrating at first because I am not used
to just sitting and conversing.  But after a short while, it
became a breath of fresh air.  I rediscovered the goodness of
connecting through simply being present.

Nora Hall:  Our visit to Macedonia was an opportunity to
see vibrant faith in the face of difficulty and isolation.  Their
dedication to sharing Jesus through both the spoken and
written word was inspiring.  It reminded me of the difference
that even a small number of people can make.

One of the signature ministries that our gifts helped make
possible is the development of original Christian music there. 
Before our partnership, most of the Christian songs they sang
were translations from other languages into theirs.  Today they
have original Christian songs based on their language and
musical heritage.

For the people in Macedonia, Dover’s “Raise the Roof”
Campaign made a remarkable difference.  Dover Baptists, with
matching gifts from the association, gave more than $40,000
to help renovate a facility that will become a national Baptist
center and second church site in Skopje.  This fall we gave an
additional $15,000 that will make it possible to complete the
building next year.  

Dover Baptists have given more than $90,000 to help the
work in Macedonia.  Adding the money spent on the trips to
and from Macedonia, Dover Baptists have given more than
$100,000 for God’s work there!  Our gifts have advanced the
Baptist work in Macedonia!

How can one measure the value of encouragement? 
Many know how much it means just to know that someone
knows your needs and cares about you.  Those who have
visited with our Macedonian family can tell you about their
passion and the many sacrifices they make for the Kingdom. 
We bless them out of our abundance, and they bless us by their
witness.

Sandy Weakley: While driving us between churches,
Aleksandar mentioned his plans to attend the CONNECT
Conference in Orlando in April.  My ears perked up.  I asked,
“Do you mean the Operation Christmas Child CONNECT
Conference?”  

When he said, “Yes,” I had a God moment.  I understood
why God had plans for me to be in Macedonia.  I cried.

I have a passion for OCC and work with the Area Team as
well as in the Processing Center (this year in Baltimore). 
Aleksandar coordinates receiving and distributing the OCC
shoeboxes in Macedonia!  In Macedonia, they celebrate
Christmas in January.  This January they expect to receive
20,000 shoeboxes.  He told me about receiving and sharing the
shoeboxes.  I told him about packing and shipping them. 
Thank you, God and Dover, for the opportunity to go!

Our official partnership has concluded.  Our relationships
and our prayers continue.  Our brothers and sisters would
welcome more of our visits. 

(continued on Page 3)



Our Partnership...A Celebration
(continued from Page 2)

They have a vision for a micro-lending ministry to help
other believers start small businesses.  The new building may be
nearing completion, but the work there has ongoing needs as it
does here.  Maybe God has more for some of us to do, perhaps
someone like you.

–Steve Allsbrook, Sam Duenckel,
Nora Hall, Sandy Weakley, and Lisa Wright

Pray for These
The ministers of Tipi Wakan Ministries, and, in Dover:  
December 4 Walnut Grove . . . . . . . Timothy Borchert, Pastor

Ashley Boschen, Craig Simpson, Danny Minton 
Mary Pollard, Pam Burris, Kristi Bowles

December 11 Western Hanover . . . . . Lonnie Brawley, Pastor
Michael Shiflett

December 18 West Point, First . . . . . . . . . . Jim Goebel, Pastor
Phillip Higgins, Leslie Elliott

December 25 Westhunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Anna Miller, Pastor 
Deborah Wickham, Wendy Price, Barry Burijon

Personnel Changes
Dennis Stamey, pastor at Biltmore Baptist Church, retired

on October 30.
Little Elam installed Danny Patterson as pastor on Sunday,

October 30.

DWMU News
Standing Rock:  Dover Baptist Association has voted to

partner with Tipi Wakan Ministries.  For eight years WMUV
has partnered with Tipi Wakan and Pastor Boots Marsh to
minister among the Standing Rock Indian Reservation
communities.  We will develop more ways of partnering.  Here
are ways you can be a part of this partnership in 2017:
• Help provide Christmas for the children of the Cannon Ball

community this year
• Consider serving during WMUV Week at Standing Rock,

July 23-29. We will have an information session/new
volunteer training on February 25 and hold another new
volunteer training along with a required meeting for all
volunteers on April 22. 

Thank you for supporting Standing Rock!  For more information
call Laura Davis at 804-915-5000 or e-mail ldavis@wmuv.org.

Week of Prayer for International Missions
December 4-11, 2016

Copier for Sale
Call Sharon Baptist Church, 804-769-2320 or e-mail
sharonbc@verizon.net.

Positions Available
Atlee Church, Mechanicsville Campus seeks a Technical

Director.  To see the job description and submit an application,
visit www.atleechurch.org/jobs.

Atlee Church, Northminster Campus seeks a part-time
Music Director.  To apply or get more information visit
www.atleechurch.org/jobs.

Black Creek Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music
Director. Please e-mail resume to office@blackcreek.org or
call 804-781-0330 for details.

Colosse Baptist Church seeks an Interim Pastor.  Please
mail resume to Colosse Baptist Church, Attention: Deacon
Ministries, 23945 King William Road, West Point, VA 23181.

First Baptist Church, West Point seeks a part-time
Accompanist.  Mail resume to the Personnel Committee, First
Baptist Church, P.O. Box N, West Point, VA  23181.

Goochland Baptist Church seeks a full-time ordained
minister to serve as pastor.  Mail resume to GBC Search
Committee, 9800 Mayland Drive, Richmond, VA 23233 or
e-mail resume to goochlandchurchsearch@gmail.com. 

Hillcrest Baptist Church seeks a Minister of Youth. Please
call Clarke Hawkins at (804) 730-1500 for more information.

New Bethesda Baptist Church seeks a full-time Minister
to Students and Families/Associate Pastor.  E-mail a cover letter
and resume to personnel@newbethesda.org.

North Run Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Administrative Assistant.  E-mail resume to Linda Snead at 
northrunpersonnel5@gmail.com.

Northside Baptist Church seeks a Director of Children
and Youth. Visit www.northsidebaptist.church for more
information.

Taylorsville Baptist Church seeks a part-time Youth
Minister.  E-mail resume to TaylorsvilleYouth@gmail.com.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church seeks a part-time Teacher
and a part-time Preschool Teacher for the Walnut Grove
Children’s Learning Center.  For more information, call       
804-730-6324 or e-mail office@wgclc.com.

Living Nativity
December 10 and 11, 7:00
Mount Olivet Baptist

Church
15583 Coatesville Road
Beaverdam

December 19-23, 5:00-8:00
Deep Run Baptist Church
10907 Three Chopt Road 
Richmond

Mount Olivet invites you to
experience the birth of Jesus
as the true reason to
celebrate Christmas.  There
will be refreshments inside. 
For more information call
804-883-5950 or visit
www.mtolivetbaptist.org.

Deep Run invites you to
experience the birth of Jesus
as the true reason to
celebrate Christmas.  For
more information call 804-
270-0351. 
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Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Ashland, First on Thursday, November 10, the senior
adults went to John Marshall Hotel and had lunch with Suzanne
and on Thursday, December 8 they will have their senior
quarterly luncheon with Patrick Warren in Concert; Harvest
brunch celebration was on Saturday, November 12; ninth annual
free community Thanksgiving dinner took place on Thursday,
November 24; filled shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child
were collected on Sunday, November 13.

Deep Run will present the Christmas Cantata, “The First
Noel”, on Sunday, December 18 at 11:00 a.m.

Emmaus had the community Thanksgiving service on
Sunday, November 29 with Providence United Methodist
Church; the children had turkey bowling on Tuesday, November
22; the Christmas cantata, “Christ Has Come: A Celebration of
Carols”, will be presented on Sunday, December 11; the
Christmas play will be on Sunday, December 18; the sewing
ministry met on Saturday, November 5 and made lap blankets
for residents of Riverside Convalescent Center.

Goochland had shoe box packing party for Operation
Christmas Child on Sunday, November 13; the JOY club met on
Friday, November 18 for lunch and the program was True Spirit
Gospel Band and they will have their annual banquet on Friday,
December 2 and the program will be Calvary’s Mercy.

Hunton free Parents’ Night Out on Saturday, November 5;
Senior Adult Luncheon was Tuesday, November 15 and Amy
Ladd sang for them; the Christmas Cantata will be presented on
Saturday, December 10 and 11; the community Thanksgiving
worship was Tuesday, November 22 at Glen Allen Baptist
Church; filled shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child were
collected on Sunday, November 13; collected coats for the
Puritans Cleaners “Coats for Kids” drive; youth Christmas
musical presentation will be on Sunday, December 18. 

Indian View during the week of October 17 church and
Upper Mattaponi tribal members were busy collecting

Church News (continued)
household items, pet supplies, clothes, personal items, and food
to help the people affected by the flooding from Hurricane
Matthew in Lumberton, North Carolina.

Pamunkey Indian will host a Christmas concert and
fellowship featuring the music group, “True Spirit”, on
Saturday, December 10 at 4:00 p.m. at the church with
refreshments (heavy hors d’ordure) following the concert.  

Save the Date

VA Baptist Ministers Discussion Group
Monday, February 20, 2017, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Roslyn Retreat Center, Richmond
Visit www.vabaptistdiscuss.org to register.  Call Sam Duenckel
at (804) 550-1980 for more information.

Deep Run Child Development Center
Deep Run Baptist Church opened its Child Development Center
on November 7.  The church would welcome donations like
craft/school supplies, paper products, storage containers,
classroom toys, or playground toys.  If you would donate
supplies or need more information, please contact Stephanie
Fleming, Director, (804) 270-0351 or deepruncdc@gmail.com

Media Library Closed Until Spring
Due to damage from a major water leak inside the

Dover Center on October 30, the Dover Media Library is
closed.  We hope to reopen in late winter or early spring.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant

    Elizabeth Bradley, Ministry Assistant
 Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

Steve Smith, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
Maristela Araujo, Intern for New People Groups

       


