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Church Ministry Assistant’s
Luncheon
Tuesday, August 9 at 11:30 a.m.
Dover Baptist Association
11006 Lakeridge Parkway, Ashland
RSVP to Dover Office by Tuesday, August 2.

Leslie and Hazel Watson
Missions Offering
Goal: $33,500.00

Received as of June 23:
$12,936.43

Independence Day Holiday
Dover Office Closed July 4

Student Addresses Wanted!
Many new high school graduates from Dover churches will seek more

education. Baptist Collegiate Ministry provides a Christian community in
higher education settings.

We need your help. Dover’s Student Ministries Council wants to send a
care package and information about Baptist Collegiate Ministry to every
Dover high school graduate. Will you help us get their names and contact
information?

If someone in your family or your church family is graduating high
school and will continue their education, please send the names and contact
information to us. It would really help us to have the names and contact
information by July 8. We promise to use that information only to send them
the packages and help connect them with Baptist Collegiate Ministries.  
E-mail each student’s name, home address, e-mail address, and the name of
the college or school he/she will attend to ridgeeducation@comcast.net or
mail it to our Student Ministries Council at the Dover office. Thank you!

Central Virginia Raceway Ministries Needs
Ministry Volunteers in September 

Richmond International Raceway turns into one Virginia’s largest cities
for race weekend, September 9-10.  CVRM helps race fans, vendors,
workers, and others know Christ is present.  We need many volunteers to
make this ministry possible.  If you can help set up the site, greet guests,
give away cookies and water, act as a chaplain, or otherwise share your
talents, then help us engage a multitude of people one by one. Please contact
the Dover office to volunteer or get more information.

Churches Nominate Grant Recipients
Dover’s Leslie and Hazel Watson Offering for Dover Association

Missions helps fund missions and charitable work outside of Dover’s
budgeted expenses.  The offering calls attention to missions and charitable
work in and beyond the communities served by Dover churches.
Association Missions Offering grants are intended to benefit work that
complements, rather than duplicates, the work of Dover and its churches in
keeping with our biblical values.

A Dover church that contributes to the association’s General Budget
may apply on behalf of a tax-exempt ministry or organization that provides
services  in keeping with our biblical values – to a people group in the
community that church serves.

Completed nominations must arrive in the Dover Office by July 29 for
grants to be made after October 31. Application requirements can be found
at www.doverbaptist.org/resources/amo



Reflections on Kazakhstan Trip
In April, Tim Brown (a member of my church) and I left

Richmond for Almaty, Kazakhstan with three members of St.
Giles Presbyterian Church. We went as part of a delegation
with Interlink Resources, Inc. (www.interlinkresources.org), a
not-for-profit humanitarian aid organization working together
with the people of Kazakhstan to provide hope for a better
future. Although I traveled to many parts of the world, this
was my first visit to Kazakhstan. 

We spent time in three different cities in the southern part
of the country. We began and ended our adventure in the
modern city of Almaty, former capital of Kazakhstan. 
Roughly the size of Richmond, the city often hosts world-class
regional sporting events and even put together a bid for the
2022 Winter Olympics. 

Several friends hosted our team and we shared a special
time with like-minded individuals and encouraged them in
their often stressful and difficult circumstances. The
government keeps a watchful eye on their work to make sure
they do not offend their Muslim neighbors. Even with limited
resources, they remain dedicated to the work they are called to
do.

After a fast paced day and a half in Almaty, we flew to
Shymkent and visited the Salem Social Village
(www.salemsocialvillage.kz). This community-based
organization offers English language classes, a Training
Center with experiential learning and simulations dealing with
current social topics and a warehouse distributing donated
goods for groups and organizations across the region. 

Over time, the Kazak nationals took ownership of the
daily operations of Salem and it now thrives as a social
community engaging in Kingdom work in a very quiet, yet
effective way! We ended our time in Shymkent meeting with
other friends and sharing in meaningful conversations with
them, as well as enjoying some very tasty local restaurants! 

The next leg of our journey took us by car to the city of
Taraz, a crossroads on the ancient silk highway through
Central Asia. In Taraz, a city with a proud and rich history, we
spent six days. Interlink owns an office building and a guest
house in Taraz which are being transformed into a women’s
health clinic and home for an American doctor serving in
Kazakhstan through another NGO (Non-Government
Organization) and a Kazak dentist. This illustrated wonderful
examples of cooperative ministry. 

Tim and I also spent some time at the J127 Ranch
(www.j127ranch.org) based on James 1:27. The ranch
provides a home for children and moms who need a safe place
outside local orphanages. We helped with a small landscaping
project, purchased a new bike for one of the young girls, and
share a delicious lunch with everyone at the ranch! 

What did I take away from this mission experience? 
People of faith are very much the same all over the world. The
world is a big place, yet amazingly accessible if you are
willing to endure long plane rides! I developed a deeper
appreciation for God’s Kingdom work being done in
Kazakhstan. With excitement, I met many new friends and am
thankful a member of my church shared in the trip!

–Todd Combee, Pastor
New Bethesda Baptist Church

Backbone Care
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its

many parts form one body, so it is with Christ...But in fact God
has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be...Now you are the body of Christ, and each
one of you is a part of it. (1 Corinthians 12:12-27 NIV)

Ministry Assistants form the backbone of the local
church. Visitors and those in need often reach them as the first
point of contact. They do much more than answering phone
calls and creating bulletins. They provide a listening ear and
often have a longer tenure than any of the pastors. By
participating in the ministry assistants’ groups, one may gain a
greater understanding of the church’s mission and the ministry
assistant’s part in that mission. 

Sue: In 1987, I became a charter member of the Virginia
Baptist Ministry Assistants. The Dover Ministry Assistants
Group began around the same time. It began primarily as a
social gathering. Now, plenty of educational and training
opportunities are provided at all three levels. I learned more
about myself and professional potential. My faith grew by
going through crisis with ministry assistants and through some
of the people I met.

Churches should encourage their ministry assistant(s) to
participate in the local, state, and national Ministry Assistants
Associations. Go a step further and treat the opportunities as
continuing education, and pay at least a portion of the
conference costs. 

Sue: It continues, you take what you learn at the local
association to the state level, and then take it to the national
level. Primary benefits are education, friendships, and
resources. Then you take what you learn back to the state and
local levels. 

Sandy: It really helps to develop relationships with the
local church ministry assistants - especially when a crisis
occurs. The relationship already exist.

When Dover partnered with Toronto Baptists, we invited
two of their Ministry Assistants to the Virginia Baptist
Ministry Assistants meeting. They earned certification, then
returned home and started a Ministry Assistants Association in
the Toronto area. 

New ministry assistants must become involved in a like-
minded community so they realize they are not isolated. For
example, with whom can they share their burdens with?

Together, Virginia Baptist Ministry Assistants provided
toiletry bags for Virginia State Fair workers, pocket books for
abused women, and cookies for first responders. 

Churches must encourage their ministry assistants to
connect to all three groups. Churches and the ministry
assistants both benefit. Unfortunately, many ministry assistants
pay their own way, because they recognize the value of
participation and the church does not. It is an investment for
the church and its members. 
Upcoming Conferences: 
Dover Ministry Assistants: Tuesday, August 9 at Dover
Virginia Baptist Ministry Assistants: September 22-23 at
Eagle Eyrie, www.bmav.wordpress.com
National Association of Southern Baptist Secretaries: 
April 26-28, 2017 in Greenville, SC, www.nasbs.net

–Sue Hall and Sandy Weakley



Pray for These
The ministers of the Baptist Union of Macedonia, and, in
Dover:  
July 3 Mechanicsville . . . . . . . . . . Tim Madison, Pastor

Brenda Brown, Tori Kennedy, Debbie Turner
Martha Loving, Melvin Anderson,

Linda Dickerson, John Hare
July 10 Mount Olivet . . . . . . . . . . . . Dale Ashley, Pastor

Claudia Phillips, Cindy Weston,
Felicia Taylor, Shirley Mills

Mount Pleasant . . . . Fred Skaggs, Interim Pastor
July 17 Mount Vernon . . . . . . . . . Donald Runion, Pastor

Jimmie Miles, Cameron Dahl, Randy Markel,
Clayton Carnall, Kimberly Braine-Tillem,

Jean Grubbs, Susan Sharon, Lynn Madden,
Bob Boteler, Rod Roberts, Kim Gilbert,

Dee Yarbrough, Clara Epperly,
Deb Partridge, Jessica Benson,

Karen Willoughby, Darie Lee, Tara Logwood,
Anne Winston, Gravis Sung

July 24 New Bethesda . . . . . . . . . . Todd Combee, Pastor
Shirley Mitchell, Lynn Uzel, Meredith Brown

July 31 New Highland . . . . . . . . Pat Ellis, Interim Pastor
Kim Gunn, Page Marriner, Kristi Garstang,

Tiffany Miller, Nicholas Clay, Paul Rozeski

Congratulations
...to Ryan and Jackie Gardner on the birth of their son,

Lincoln Gardner on Wednesday, May 18.. Lincoln weighed
6lbs, 1 oz., and was 19 inches long.  Ryan is the Director of
Youth Ministry at Four Mile Creek.

Personnel Changes
Mike Abbamonte resigned as Atlee, West-End Campus

Pastor.  Mike has taken a position at a church in South
Carolina.

Steve Smith, Pastor, retired from Colosse Baptist on June
26 after 24 years of service. 

Corinth Baptist welcomes William Shaw as their new
Associate Pastor of Worship and welcomes Tony Vines (former
pastor at Hopewell) as their new Youth Minister.

New Bethesda welcomes Lynne Uzel as their new Minister
of Music and  welcomes back Meredith Brown as their
children’s ministry summer intern.  She will be on staff from
June 1 through August 14.

New Highland welcomes Paul Rozecki as Interim Worship
Leader from June 1 through August and welcomes Nick Clay as
Interim Youth Leader from June 5 through the summer.

Homecoming
Emmaus Baptist Church will be celebrating their 240th

anniversary on Sunday, August 7, 2016 during the morning
worship service at 11:00 a.m.  Dinner will follow.  A memorial
will be at 1:30 p.m.  There will be a musical celebration - J’s
Jumpers at  2:00 p.m.

Positions Available
Black Creek Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music

Director. Please e-mail your resume to office@blackcreek.org or
call the church office at 804-781-0330 for details.

Deep Run Baptist Church seeks a Director and Teachers
for our Child Development Center.  Please e-mail resumes to
deeprunbc@verizon.net or mail to Deep Run Baptist Church,
Attn. CDC Committee, 10907 Three Chopt Road, Henrico, VA
23233.

Cool Spring Baptist Church Child Care is seeing a full-
time teacher in the Pre-Kindergarten program and for a part-time
teacher (2:00 - 6:00 p.m.) in the Infant/Toddler program.
Contact Nicole Moore, nmoore@coolspring.org or Sharon
Neeley, sneeley@coolspring.org or call 804-746-4179. 

First Baptist Church, West Point, VA is seeking a part-
time Accompanist. Resumes should be sent to the Personnel
Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O. Box N, West Point, VA
23181.

Fort Lee Baptist Church seeks a part-time Nursery
Worker/Teacher to teach our pre-school kids. This is a paid
position from the hours of 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Please contact
Pastor Jared by email Jared.Jimenez1989@gmail.com with
resume or call 804-513-3751 to request more information.

Goochland Baptist Church seeks a full-time Ordained
Minister. Please send resume to GBC Search Committee at
9800 Mayland Drive, Richmond, VA 23233 or e-mail to
goochlandchurchsearch@gmail.com

Hardy Central Baptist Church seeks a part-time Youth
Leader/ Minister. Please call the church office (804) 795-1329
ask for Rev. Sam King.   

New Bethesda Baptist Church seeks a Student Ministries
Pastor. Please submit resume to the Personnel Committee at
personnel@newbethesda.org

Northside Baptist Church seeks a Director of Children
and Youth. The job description is available at
www.northsidebaptist.church. Applications are due by August
15, 2016.  Email your letter of interest and resume to
dboon7600@comcast.net or mail these documents to Northside
Baptist Church, ATTN: Donise Boone, 7600 Studley Rd,
Mechanicsville, VA 23116.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church seeks a full-time Director
of Music Ministry. Please e-mail WGBCpersonnel@yahoo.com

Walnut Grove Baptist Church seeks a part-time Cook for
the Walnut Grove Children’s Learning Center.  For more
information, contact Carolyn Hardison 804-730-6324.

Westhunt Baptist Church seeks a Pianist for worship
services, congregational singing, and choir. Send letter of
interest and resume to personnel@westhunt.com

NHBC Farmers Market is Open
Wednesdays
The New Highland Baptist Farmers Market is open for the
season on Wednesdays from 4:00-7:00  p.m. and runs until
sometime in September.  Come out and support local farmers
and vendors in your community.
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Save the Date!

Central Virginia Baptist Ministries
Leadership Development Conference
Monday, September 26
5:15-8:15 p.m.
Derbyshire Baptist Church, 8800 Derbyshire Rd., Richmond

This annual conference offers leadership sessions for
current and future church leaders. Session topics include:
Effective Outreach, Church Safety, Sunday School, Modeling
Christ, Conflict Management, How to Lead a Ministry Team,
Missions Outside the Box, and more!

Hold the date, share it with other leaders at your church,
and see the next “Dover Diary” for conference topics and
registration information.

Dover WMU – Upcoming Events

Spiritual Enrichment Retreat
Poplar Springs Baptist Church
5270 Charles City Road, Richmond
Thursday, August 11 
Dinner  begins at 6:00 p.m.
Cost: $7.00 for Adults and $4.00 for children.  Nursery is
provided. Make dinner reservations with DWMU
Treasurer, Anita Roy at 804-843-4147 by August 4
Speaker - Diane Korman - 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Missions Awareness Day
Northside Baptist Church
7600 Studley Road, Mechanicsville
Thursday, July 14 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Bring a bag lunch.  Desserts and drinks will be provided.
Speakers: Paul and Faye Burkwall, Missionaries to Africa
and Laura Davis, WMUV

“The Wall” 
American Veterans Traveling Tribute
The Vietnam Traveling wall comes to Powhatan, July 14-17
The Opening Ceremony will take place on July 14th at 6:00 pm.
on the track at Blessed Sacrament Huguenot School.
The grounds will be open each day from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm.

Volunteers Needed: During that time, counselors and
ministers will be needed to minister to the needs of those
veterans who will be going through a very difficult time. Also,
volunteers to help find the names on the wall as rubbing papers
will be provided for them to have a copy of the name. Some will
be leaving flowers and messages at the wall as well. Two hour
shifts are all that is being asked.

If you can help or have questions, please contact:
Ruth Boatright, ruth@rhbins.com, (804) 337-6859 or
Ray D’Aguanno, rgdaguanno@live.com, (804) 543-1295

BridgeBuilders Fall Schedule
"Lunch and Learn: Grow Your Business or Ministry"  
Thursday, September 8, Noon-1:30,  Dover Office

Who should attend?  Business owners looking to move to a next
step, entrepreneurs looking to start a business, business
professionals willing to share their experience and expertise.
Contact: Matt Davidson, by e-mail: matt@logomd.com or
phone: (804) 241-1152
For more information, visit www.faithpositive-dover.org

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant

   Elizabeth Bradley, Ministry Assistant
 Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
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