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Dover Baptist Association Semiannual Meeting
Sunday, May 1 - 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Registration opens at 2:30 p.m.
Gwathmey Baptist Church, 11232 Gwathmey Church Road, Ashland
Speaker: Pam Cross, Chair of Dover’s Music Committee

Pam Cross will share her testimony regarding the tragic death of her
daughter, Megan Menzies, in 2014. 

Dover churches may send voting messengers to this meeting (see
below). In addition to voting messengers, the Association invites any Dover
Baptist and their guests to share in this inspiring meeting.

Elect your Messengers! Article 4 of Dover’s Constitution states:
Each member church shall be entitled to send two messengers to
Annual, Semiannual and special Called Association Meetings. A
church that contributes at least $400 to the General Fund during the
Association’s previous fiscal year shall be entitled to have three (3)
messengers. An additional messenger is added for each additional
$400 contribution to the General Fund up to a maximum of seven (7)
messengers for any church.

New Spring Race Format - Afternoon Races
Saturday, April 23 and Sunday, April 24
Central Virginia Raceway Ministries (CVRM) has been granted the unique
opportunity once again to minister through RIR guest services to over
100,000 race fans during the upcoming April race weekend. 
All volunteers or anyone interested in learning more about this ministry
are required to attend an orientation/training session on Thursday,
April 14 at 7 p.m. - The River City Faith Network of the Richmond
Baptist Association, 3111 Moss Side Avenue, Richmond.

April 22 - Friday: Set-Up
1 Shift:  Noon-3 pm

April 23 - Saturday: Hospitality Ministry and Kids Carnival
Shifts: 8:00 am-2:00 pm, 2:00-7:00 pm

April 24 - Sunday: Hospitality Ministry and Kids Carnival
Shifts: 8:00 am-2:00 pm, 2:00-6:00 pm

Of course, the volunteers at the track will not have cookies without the
volunteers in the kitchen. Please bake cookies. Place 2-3 medium sized
cookies in clear ziplock-style bags. Label each bag “Compliments of _____
Baptist Church.” (No tracts, please.) Bring the cookies to the Dover Office
April 18-21, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.   

God has opened the door to expanded opportunities for ministry at RIR. 
Dover, Richmond, and Middle District Baptists may respond.  Pray for the
ministry.  Bake cookies.  Invite someone to volunteer with you.

Food Allergy Alert: CVRM appreciates all the cookies, but, if you use
peanuts or a peanut product in your cookies, please note that on the bag.

Please pray about your involvement and share the need with others. 
CVRM will have an Orientation/Training Session on April 14.  Call Sam
Duenckel at 804-550-1980 or e-mail info@varacewayministries.org and tell
him you want to be a part of this ministry.

How to Contact Us
Phone:     804-550-1980 or 
Fax: 804-550-1314
Mail: 11006 Lakeridge Parkway

Ashland, VA 23005
E-mail: dover.info@doverbaptist.org

bill.alphin@doverbaptist.org 
billandjoycec@gmail.com                     

            elizabeth.bradley@doverbaptist.org      
           sandy.weakley@doverbaptist.org

sam.duenckel@doverbaptist.org
steve.allsbrook@doverbaptist.org
sue.hall@doverbaptist.org

Web Site: www.doverbaptist.org

Monthly Dover Sunday School
Director’s Meeting
Hosted by: Bill Alphin
Fourth Monday Night of each month
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Light supper provided
Next meeting is April 25
At the Dover Office Building

Dover Senior Adult Luncheon
Tuesday, May 24 - 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Ridge Baptist Church, 

1515 Eastridge Road, Henrico
Musicians: Phyllis Coffman and Abbie Duenckel
Menu: Box Lunch - Cost $7.00
Ham and Cheese or Chicken Salad Sandwich
Potato Chips, Fruit, and Dessert
Please contact the Dover Office by phone: 804-
550-1980 or e-mail: dover.info@doverbaptist.org
to make reservations by Thursday, May 19.

Thank You!
I want to say a special THANK YOU to Dover’s
Prayer Council for the prayers and encouraging
personal notes you have sent me over the past two
years since I began serving as Pastor of Hunton
Baptist Church. Your ministry is greatly
appreciated!
In the love of Christ Jesus,
Frank Goare



Challenging Answers

Nelson Parker lived the “American Dream” throughout
most of his adult life. He ran a number of businesses, including
landscaping and tool-rental. Nelson fit in and looked similar to
many of his peers. Then, he sold his business. 

A friend recommended he apply for the Church
Administrator position at Atlee Church - Mechanicsville
Campus. Nelson applied and served in this role for nine years.
Then one evening, Nelson watched a program on cleaning out
closets and giving the clothes to homeless. He though, “I can do
that!” 

After a short while, Nelson began asking God, “Am I really
doing all I can?” Meanwhile, Nelson learned of Hand Up
Ministry at Northminster Baptist Church. Nelson finished
reading The Circle Maker around the same time. “‘Drawing
prayer circles around our dreams isn’t just a mechanism
whereby we accomplish great things for God. It’s a mechanism
whereby God accomplishes great things in us.’ Do you ever
sense that there’s far more to prayer, and to God’s vision for
your life, than what you’re experiencing?” (Source:
www.thecirclemaker.com/about). Nelson decided to try the
book out in real life.

A visit to Northminster Baptist Church revealed the
vastness of the facility, and how much space was not being
used. Challenged from his recent reading, Nelson began praying
for the church. He did not really know them, nor did he even
live in the area. Nonetheless, he began praying that God would
fill their church up with people. 

Nelson’s prayers led to more action. Soon, he began
prayer-walking the neighborhood around Northminster. Nelson
walked and picked up trash, all sorts of trash, including drugs
and bullet shells. While doing this, Nelson experienced fear and
intimidation, especially with four murders in four months since
Nelson started the prayer walks. 

God also opened the doors for Nelson to meet leaders in
the Richmond area who are doing great things in homeless
ministry. Nelson connected with Wendy McCaig and Charles at
Embrace Richmond. Over the next two years, Charles mentored
Nelson on homelessness. Charles helped Nelson understand
more about the tremendous African-American struggle with
homelessness. 

Next, God called Nelson to lead a “Homeless Retreat”.
“What is that?” asked Nelson. God made it clear to Nelson that
he was being called to something different. God called Nelson
to not just serve the homeless, but to develop relationships with
them too. 

Nelson discovered Carolyn, a leader of Alpha and Omega
Bible Church located near First Baptist Church Richmond.
Carolyn taught Nelson that many homeless individuals are not
in “the system”. Therefore, they are not served by ministries
such as CARITAS. Often the individual chooses not to be in the
system. 

Regarding homelessness, Nelson asked, “When was the
last time a homeless person had fun? At the end of their time
together, would they trust me? Would they trust me especially
when they hit rock bottom?” Nelson realized that everyone’s
“rock bottom” is different. One of the reasons you are on “the
street” is because you have burned all of the bridges available -
no one trusts you anymore. 

Carolyn recommended ten guys to Nelson for the Homeless
Retreat. Nelson asked for men who could stay clean from
drugs and alcohol for three days. While on the retreat, they
performed trust and team building exercises. They not only
had fun, they had a blast! 

After the Retreat, Nelson dropped the men off at Alpha
and Omega. Nelson soon received word that one of the men
could not find his “business bag”. This bag contained all of his
important documents and other essentials, it would be near
impossible to replace. Nelson and the man drove back around
to the front of the church, and the bag was still there! The
homeless man remarked that “the retreat must have done some
good, because that bag would not have been there otherwise.”
Praise God for all miracles! 

David, another Retreat participant, did contact Nelson
when he hit rock bottom. David told Nelson that he “was
done”. Nelson found a room for him and some work. Two
weeks later, Nelson received another call. This time, David
was running around out of his mind. Nelson had to call the
police and an ambulance. David was taken to MCV.

Hospitals do not treat all people the same, especially when
they are homeless. To complicate matters, the doctors would
not talk to Nelson since he was not a family member. The
doctors and security stood by and did nothing until matters
became desperate. The next day, Nelson received a text that
David had been released in the early morning hours with
absolutely nothing. David had to walk the rest of the morning
back “home”. 

Nelson became the Power of Attorney for David and was
then able to speak with the doctors. However, there were times
when the doctors were careless and divulged information to
the wrong people. Nelson learned that David had cancer and
only two months to live.

During this whole ordeal with David, Nelson continued to
prayer walk in the surrounding neighborhood of Northminster.
Northminster Baptist Church held a closing service as a
church. Atlee Church expanded its ministry by opening a
satellite campus at the former Northminister facility. Nelson
became the Campus Pastor for what is now, Atlee Church -
Northminster. 

God had laid it on Nelson’s heart to love these people,
especially the homeless. God spoke to the heart of Nelson’s
wife, Pamela, who fell in love with a home in the
Northminster neighborhood. Soon afterwards, they bought that
house and moved. However, they kept their other home in Bon
Air. God quickly made it clear why, David needed a new place
to stay. David moved into Nelson’s former home. Soon, David
reverted to his old ways again, and God laid it on Nelson’s
heart to keep loving David. 

Nelson helped facilitate David’s reunion with family.
Several of David’s relatives assumed he had already died.
Their reunion beautifully illustrated the return of the Prodigal
Son. There were tears of joy to see the one they loved again.
David died soon after this reunion with family. David’s funeral
was the first funeral that Nelson led as an ordained minister. 

After David’s death, Nelson bought another house in the
neighborhood for homeless ministry. Nelson dedicated it as
the “House of David” to remember his homeless friend.

If you, or your church, would like to learn more about
homeless ministry, please contact Nelson Parker at 804-321-
2511 or e-mail northminster@atleechurch.org

—Sam Duenckel



Pray for These
The ministers of the Baptist Union of Macedonia, and, in
Dover:  
April 3 Glen Allen . . . . . . . . . . Timothy Norman, Pastor

Carol Slaven, Debbie Gordon,
B. J. Crowder, Jan Kessler

Goochland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . without a Pastor
Tammy Johnson, Adam Phlegar

April 10 Grace Chinese . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Chu, Pastor
Carter Tan, Evelyn Yao

Grace Community . . . . . . Guy Holloway, Pastor
Paul Sheaffer, Brenda Burnett

Kathleen Cantwell, Gay Holloway
April 17 Gwathmey . . . . . . . . . . . . . Butch Hutson, Pastor
April 24 Hardy Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam King, Pastor

Cheryl Purks

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to Eric Durden and family on the death of his father, Sam

Durden, Jr., on February 27.  Eric serves as pastor at Spring
Run Baptist Church.

Personnel Changes
Dana Brawley has concluded her ministry as Minister of

Worship and Youth at Walnut Grove Baptist Church.
Caleb Foust now serves as Youth Minister at Black Creek

Baptist Church.

Positions Available
Black Creek Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music

Director. Please e-mail your resume to office@blackcreek.org or
call the church office at 804-781-0330 for details.

Cool Spring Baptist Church seeks a part-time Worship
Associate of Contemporary Services.  Please e-mail your resume
to hr@coolspring.org.

Goochland Baptist Church seeks a full-time Ordained
Minister.  Please send resume to GBC Search Committee at
9800 Mayland Drive, Richmond, VA 23233 or e-mail to
goochlandchurchsearch@gmail.com.

Kentwood Heights Baptist Church (Quinton)  seeks a
part-time Worship Leader.  Resumes can be e-mailed to
mary@kentwoodheights.org or call  (804) 932-5370 for details.

New Bethesda Baptist Church seeks a Student Ministries
Pastor.  Please submit resume to the Personnel Committee at
personnel@newbethesda.org.

New Highland Baptist Church seeks a Minister to
Students and Youth. E-mail resume to gbdallasva@aol.com or
send to the church: Grace Barnes, Personnel Chair, New
Highland Baptist Church, 9200 New Ashcake Road,
Mechanicsville, VA 23116.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church seeks a full-time Director
of Music Ministry and a full-time Director of Family Life
Ministries.  Send resumes to WGBCpersonnel@yahoo.com by
April 15.

Westhunt Baptist Church seeks a Pianist for worship
services, congregational singing, and choir. Send letter of
interest and resume to personnel@westhunt.com. 

DWMU News
Area I April  5   10:30 a.m. Deep Run
Area V April 13  10:00 a.m. Pioneer 
East April 18    6:30 p.m. Black Creek
West April 25    7:00 p.m. Mount Olivet
Area IV April 26    6:15 p.m. Colosse 

Dover WMU Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 10
New Highland Baptist Church
9200 New Ashcake Road, Mechanicsville
Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner: Roast beef, green beans, mashed potatoes, and pie. 
Dinner Reservations Required as there is limited seating:
$7.00 (adults) $6.00 (children 3-10) by April 28th.  
Make check to Dover WMU and mail to Anita Roy, P. O.  Box
1182, West Point, VA 23181.  Please add church name, contact
person, address, phone number, and number of dinner tickets. 
For questions call Anita Roy (804) 843-4147.
4:00 p.m. Session Guest Speaker: 

Sam James, Retired missionary in Vietnam
7:00 p.m. Session Guest Speaker: 

Dr. Valerie Carter, WMUV Executive Director/Treasurer 

Missions Project
The Dover WMU will be collecting new stuffed animals at the
Annual Meeting for children in medical crises staying at the
Alyssa House in Charlottesville.

Baptist Ministry Assistants of Virginia
Theme: “Complete Joy”
Friday, April 29 - 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Registration begins at 9:30 a. m.
Chancellor Baptist Church
11324 Gordon Road, Fredericksburg
Cost: BMAV Member $30.00 - Non-BMAV Member $45.00
Registration Deadline: April 15
Bring a dozen homemade cookies to share with firefighters.
For more information, visit BMAV.org or e-mail Jackie Harris:
jdeeharris5@gmail.com.

Church Librarian Conference
Theme: “Lighting The Path to Church Library Ministry”
Friday, April 15 through Sunday, April 17
Eagle Eyrie Conference Center, Lynchburg
Sponsored by Virginia Church Library Association
Visit www.vacla.org for more information.

NorthStar Community (NSC)
Friday evenings at 6:15 p.m.
Walnut Grove Baptist Church
7046 Cold Harbor Road, Mechanicsville
NSC is a Christ centered recovery program designed to support
both individuals and the families of people who are in recovery
from substance addiction, relationship issues, and ongoing
destructive online/social media behaviors. For more information,
e-mail craigwgbc@gmail.com or call 804-746-5081.
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The Resource Center
Being Church Across Generations and Teaching Excellence
Colleague Forum 
Saturday April 23, 8:30 am – 3 pm 
on the campus of Virginia Union University. 

Plenary presenters:
Leah Gunning Francis, Eden Theological Seminary

Presenting from her book:  Ferguson & Faith
Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, Executive Director

American Baptist Home Mission Societies
Cost: $60 which includes lunch and breaks
Register: www.resourcingchurches.com

HopeTree Family Services
Monday, April 11 - 6:00p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
The Virginia Baptist Resource Center
2828 Emerywood Parkway, Richmond
There’s a child in your community who needs a home.  Could
you be the family they’re waiting for?  HopeTree Family
Services is looking for people like you to consider long-term or
short-term foster care for children who are in need of a safe and
loving home.  HopeTree provides you with the training and
support you need to be the parents that they need You may call
804-201-9006 or e-mail ShannonU@HopeTreeFS.org for more
information.

Flying Squirrels - 2016 Faith Nights
Join the Flying Squirrels in a celebration of faith and family.
These two nights include special pre-game concerts by national
recording artist as well as player testimonials. 
Special group rates are available! 
Faith Nights are Saturday, May 14 at 6:05 p.m. and Thursday,
August 11 at 7:05 p.m. 
For more information, contact Garrett Erwin 804-359-3866 x327
or e-mail garrett.erwin@squirrelsbaseball.com

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Goochland Baptist Church will host their sixth annual
Community Flea Market on Saturday, April 16 from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m.  For more information, call 804-749-3522 or visit their
website, www.goochlandchurch.org

New Highland Baptist Church held the Women’s Mini-
Retreat on Saturday, March 12.

Poplar Springs Baptist Church will hold a mission trip
yard sale on Saturday, April 30 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in
the old church parking lot or CLC if it rains.

Summer Camp
Cool Spring Baptist
9283 Atlee Station Road, Mechanicsville
August 1 - 4 & August 8 - 11 (Mon - Thurs)
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (Drop off begins 8:00 a.m.)
For Boys & Girls in Grades 1 - 5
Wear comfortable clothes & shoes
Bring a bag lunch & bottle of water
Cost: $125 through April 1 then $160 beginning April 2
Register at www.coolspring.org/camps
Contact: www.coolspringrec.org or 804-746-0801

Priscilla Shirer Simulcast
Saturday, April 23 - 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Oak Hall Baptist Church
1877 Old Hanover Road, Sandston
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m.
Please arrive no later than 8:30 a.m.
Cost: $10 per person which includes a snack and beverage
during the afternoon break.
Please make your reservation by e-mailing info@oakhallbc.org
Reservations are due by Monday, April 18.
The workshop leader for this event is Anthony Evans, one of
Christian Music’s, premiere male vocalist, songwriters and
worship leaders. 

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant

   Elizabeth Bradley, Ministry Assistant
   Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development

Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

    


