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Dover Baptist Association Semiannual Meeting 
Sunday, May 3, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Registration opens at 2:30 p.m.
Mount Olivet Baptist Church, 15583 Coatesville Rd., Beaverdam
Featuring the Virginia Baptist Women’s Choral

The Semiannual meeting will feature the Virginia Baptist Women’s
Choral. This very talented group of ladies come from churches across the
state. You do not want to miss this opportunity to hear them!

Dover churches may send voting messengers to this meeting (see
below).  In addition to voting messengers, the Association invites any Dover
Baptist and their guests to share in this inspiring meeting.

Elect your Messengers!  Article 4 of Dover’s Constitution states: 
Each member church shall be entitled to send two messengers to
Annual, Semiannual and special Called Association Meetings.  A
church that contributes at least $400 to the General Fund during the
Association’s previous fiscal year shall be entitled to have three (3)
messengers.  An additional messenger is added for each additional
$400 contribution to the General Fund up to a maximum of seven (7)
messengers for any church.

Raceway Ministries–Cookies, Volunteers, Fans
Central Virginia Raceway Ministries (CVRM) has been granted the

unique opportunity once again to minister through RIR guest services to
over 100,000 race fans during the upcoming April race weekend. All
volunteers or anyone interested in learning more about this ministry
are required to attend an orientation/training session on Tuesday, April
21 at 7 p.m. - The River City Faith Network of the Richmond Baptist
Association, 3111 Moss Side Avenue, Richmond.

Many volunteers are needed to serve as ambassadors of goodwill, not
just to provide race fans with the practical information about the raceway
complex and services, but most importantly to be a witness of Christ’s love
by offering them a chance to sit down in our tent to enjoy a cold drink and
homemade cookies.

Of course, the volunteers at the track will not have cookies without the
volunteers in the kitchen. Please bake cookies. Place 2-3 medium sized
cookies in clear ziplock-style bags. Label each bag “Compliments of _____
Baptist Church.” (No tracts, please.) Bring the cookies to the Dover Office
April 20-22, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.   

God has opened the door to expanded opportunities for ministry at RIR. 
Dover, Richmond, and Middle District Baptists may respond.  Pray for the
ministry.  Bake cookies.  Invite someone to volunteer with you.

Food Allergy Alert: CVRM appreciates all the cookies, but, if you use
peanuts or a peanut product in your cookies, please note that on the bag.

Please pray about your involvement and share the need with others. 
CVRM will have an Orientation/Training Session on April 21.  Call Billy
Davis at 804-306-1604 and tell him you want to be a part of this ministry
opportunity.  Thank you!

How to Contact Us
Phone:     804-550-1980 or 
Fax: 804-550-1314
Mail: 11006 Lakeridge Parkway

Ashland, VA 23005
E-mail: dover.info@doverbaptist.org

bill.alphin@doverbaptist.org
peggy.etheridge@doverbaptist.org
sandy.weakley@doverbaptist.org
sam.duenckel@doverbaptist.org
steve.allsbrook@doverbaptist.org
sue.hall@doverbaptist.org

Web Site: www.doverbaptist.org

Monthly Dover Sunday School
Director’s Meeting
Hosted by: Bill Alphin
Fourth Monday Night of each month
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Light supper provided
Next meeting is April 27
At the Dover Office Building

Dover Senior Adult Luncheon
Tuesday, May 5 - Noon to 1:30 p.m.
North Run Baptist Church
2100 Lydell Drive, Henrico
Speaker: Bill Lohman, columnist 

Richmond Times-Dispatch 
Menu: Box Lunch - Cost: $6.00
Ham and Cheese or Chicken Salad Sandwich
Choice of sandwich must be made with
reservation
Potato Salad, Frozen Salad, Cole Slaw
Beverages and Dessert
Contact the Dover Office by phone: 804-550-
1980 or e-mail dover.info@doverbaptist.org to
make reservations by April 24.

Dover Office Closed
The Dover office will be closed Friday, April 3
in observance of Good Friday.



Do You Hear Our Siblings’ Cry?

Most Americans cannot begin to understand the anguish,
grief, and distress of persecuted families, as they witness the
beheading of their loved ones, or as they see children being
burned alive. Others observe churches burning while
conducting wedding ceremonies. Young girls are kidnapped
and forced into marriage. Others forced away from their
homes without taking any of their belongings. Even in some
moderate Arabic Countries, Christians do not receive equal
treatments, rights to live their lives as humans, nor to practice
their faith openly.  

Many ask this question frequently, “How can all
Christians help during this time of crisis?”  First and foremost,
all Christians must help the persecuted church around the
world by praying and fasting. We live in a secular world, and
this generation turned away from God. As a result, we see the
church being persecuted around the globe in many ways. We
witness the church and body of Christ persecuted even in the
United States of America.  

1Timothy 2:1-4 reminds us to pray for all people, 
“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This
is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth.” 
We urge all Christians to pray for non-believers around the
world to experience the love of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.  

Secondly, our choices have consequences every day at
home and around the globe. We need to choose our leaders
wisely, pray, and do our diligence when selecting our public
officials. 

This Bible verse reminds us of our choices, 
“They made kings, but not through me. They set up princes,
but I knew it not. With their silver and gold they made idols for
their own destruction.”(Hosea 8:4)
Another reminder found in the book of 1 Samuel 12:13-25,
“And now behold the king whom you have chosen, for whom
you have asked; behold, the Lord has set a king over you. If
you will fear the Lord and serve him and obey his voice and
not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, and if both
you and the king who reigns over you will follow the Lord
your God, it will be well. But if you will not obey the voice of
the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then
the hand of the Lord will be against you and your king.”
The world suffers when it chooses godless leaders.

The leaders we elect, or do nothing to remove, influence
our freedoms greatly. They either choose to protect our right to
worship and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ, or they
limit or eliminate those rights as we are observing in different
countries. 

Next, be involved socially.  Millions of Christians
worldwide live under persecution and oppression. They suffer
under governments that hate their faith and silence their
voices. These believers preach the gospel of Jesus Christ at
risk of their own lives.  However, in the United States of
America we are blessed with the freedom of speech, and the
right to choose our leaders without fearing for themselves or

their families.  We must use these privileges to contact our
public officials and express any disparity on issues.  Pass the
word around and ask more questions on issues. Understand the
meaning of Sharia law. Did you know that Dearborn,
Michigan officially implemented all aspects of Sharia Law?  

Finally, humanitarian assistance is always welcomed. 
Jesus teaches us to give unconditionally, 
“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this
way we must help the weak and remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’”(Acts 20:35)

The following are additional resources:
There is also Health Outreach to the Middle East:
www.homeforhim.org
This satellite organization reaches Arabic speaking people
around the Globe. They also have some English speaking
programs: www.alkarmatv.com

I believe if we as Christians get together periodically to
pray and fast, that God will hear our cries, and intervene
during this time of crisis. Members of the Arabic Baptist
Church would be more than happy to answer any question or
to visit any church to share more cultural information. 

–Edna Hanna
Arabic Baptist Church

Pastor-Deacon Conference
Monday, April 13
Second Baptist Church

9614 River Rd, Henrico 23229

5:45 P.M. Registration and snacks
6:30 P.M. Welcome and Opening Remarks

6:45 P.M. Session I
7:45 P.M. Refreshment Break

8:00 P.M. Session II

Conference Choices

“What to Do When You Can’t Do It All:
Leaders as Strategists” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Bob Dale
“Leading in the Midst of Change” . . . . . Dr. Jerome Lee
“What’s a ‘Field of Dreams’ Church to do
in a Plowed Field World?” . . . . . . Dr. Phyllis RP Tessieri
“Ministering to Returning Soldiers
and Dealing with PTSD” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Ruppar
“Virginia Baptist Foundation:
Endowments and More” . . . . Cindy Elmore and Ron Hall
“Congregational Care Visitation” . . William Eric Jackson
“BGAV Treasurer:
Missions and Ministry” . . . . . . . . . . . . David Washburn
“Church Marketing and Branding” . . . Carolyn Robinson

Conference Fee $10.00*–Pay at the Door
*Correction from the March 2015 Dover Diary

For details, contact:
Call the Dover office at 804-550-1980 or 
visit www.cvbm.org for more information



“Raise the Roof in Macedonia” Update

We have already reached 20% of the “Raise the Roof in
Macedonia” goal!  I do not know how much money is on the
way, but I know more is coming.

So far, I know that one church gave generously from its
missions fund.  I know that some donors have given through the 
e-giving link on www.doverbaptist.org.  I heard about emptying
out the piggy bank, and I heard about sharing a refund.  

I have been to Macedonia and met some of our Baptist
brothers and sisters there. The unemployment rate is Macedonia
is about five times higher than ours. Even so, they prove faithful
stewards and make great sacrifices of time, talents, and money
for Kingdom work. God multiplies what they have to share and
honors their faithfulness by providing others to share the load.

That is where we come in as partners to help “Raise the
Roof in Macedonia” (see www.doverbaptist.org).  If each Dover
church shared a gift of less than $5 per person for (or from)
everyone who attended Dover’s churches on an average Sunday,
we could hit our $30,000 goal in one week!

Kathy and I have given a gift through our church. I hope
you have taken the time to give a gift through your church or
directly to Dover Baptist Association.

Many Dover Baptists make sacrifices every week or every
month to support Dover’s churches. Some of that money
supports the association, its staff (including me), and our work. 
I am deeply grateful. Other than our General Budget and the
annual Association Missions Offering, I rarely ask Dover
Baptists to give more to something we promote.  

Today, I am asking Dover Baptists to give more.  If you
can, give your gift now or by Easter Sunday.  This is the right
time to help our our brothers and sisters get the exterior of their
second site in Skopje finished!  Together, we can help them do
this.  It will only happen if we share the news of this opportunity
and encourage Dover Baptists (and others) to give.  

Please, pray for the Baptists in Macedonia and make your
gift.  Please, invite others to pray and give too. Sacrifice
something, then give the money you did not spend to this
campaign instead. Thank you for doing whatever God leads you
to do about this.

–Steve Allsbrook

Pray for These
The ministers of Baltimore Baptist Association churches,
Baptist Union of Macedonia, and, in Dover: 
April 5 Glen Allen . . . . . . . . . . Timothy Norman, Pastor

Carol Slaven, Debbie Gordon
B. J. Crowder, Jan Kessler

April 5 Goochland . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dean Frazeur, Pastor
Tammy Johnson, Adam Phlegar

April 12 Grace Chinese . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Chu, Pastor
Carter Tan

April 12 Grace Community . . . . . . Guy Holloway, Pastor
Paul Sheaffer, Brenda Burnett

Kathleen Cantwell, Gay Holloway
April 19 Gwathmey . . . . . . . . . . . . . Butch Hutson, Pastor

Tracy Bradley
April 26 Hardy Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam King, Pastor

DWMU News
Area V April 8, 10:30 a.m. Mount Pleasant
W/M East April 20, 6:00 p.m. Antioch
Area IV April 21, 6:15 p.m. Beulah 
W/M West April 27, 7:00 p.m. Elon

Dover WMU Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 12 - Sessions at 4:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.
Samaria Baptist Church
8130 Lott Cary Rd., Providence Forge, VA 23140
Featuring Barbara Hubbard, Co-founder of Living Bread
Ministries (both sessions)
Dinner Reservations Required: $8.00 (adults), $5.00 (children
3-10) MUST BE MAILED by May 5.

Make check to Dover WMU and mail to Theresa Hawkes,
12164 Victoria Hill Rd., Rockville, VA 23146.  Please add
church name, contact person, address, phone number and
number of dinner tickets.  

DINNER RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED AND MUST
BE RECEIVED BY MAY 5.

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to the family of Keith Dale Robinson.  Keith was the

former Pastor of Rappahannock Indian Baptist Church.

Congratulations
...to Steve and Kathy Allsbrook upon the birth of their

grandson, Cameron Jude Hartland born February 16.
...to Tina and Marko Grozdanov upon the birth of their son,

Jacob.  Marko is the pastor of Good News Baptist Church in
Macedonia.

...to Kari and Adam Phlegar upon the birth of their baby
boy, Joshua Ray, on March 16.  Adam is the Pastor to Families
at Goochland Baptist Church.

Personnel Changes
Bob Lee has concluded his service as Senior Pastor at New

Highland Baptist Church.

Hanover Habitat for Humanity
The Hanover Habitat for Humanity ReStore is excited to

announce that they have moved to their new location at 9161
Atlee Road, Suite B and will reopen for donated materials on
April 1.

Volunteer Work Blitz Opportunity
April 17-18, Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center
Contact Stephanie Harrison at 434-384-2211 or e-mail
Stephanie.harrison@eagleeryie.org for more information

Inclusion Concert
Sunday, April 26, 4:00 p.m.
Carlisle Avenue Baptist Church
2010 Carlisle Avenue, Richmond, VA 23231

For more information, call Dr. Denise Janssen, Executive
Director at 804-464-8913 or  visit www.resourcingchurches.com
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Positions Available
Bethlehem Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music

Director. For more information, call (804) 272-0597.
Dover Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music Director. 

Must be able to accompany the choir on the piano.  Please send
resumes to Dover Baptist Church, P.O. Box 96, Manakin-Sabot,
VA 23103 or e-mail secretary@doverbc.org

Fellowship Baptist Church in Chester, VA seeks an
Interim/Full Time Bi- vocational Pastor.  Interested candidates
should be a graduate of an accredited Baptist Seminary and have
a minimum of 3 to 5 years of pulpit and pastoral experience. 
Send resume to fellowshipbaptistchurch2154@gmail.com

First Things First of Greater Richmond seeks an
Executive Director. For more information and to apply, please
visit www.firstthingsrichmond.org/jobs

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church seeks an part-time
Youth Minister. Please contact Pastor Sam Grozdanov at 804-
795-2044 or email sgrozdanov@fmcbaptist.com

West Point, First Baptist Church seeks a dynamic Youth
Leader.  All interested parties please submit a resume to the
Personnel Committee at First Baptist Church West Point, P. O.
Box N, West Point, VA 23181.

Virginia Church Library Association
Spring Conference
April 17 - 19
Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center, Lynchburg

For more information, visit www.vbla.wordpress.com

Caregiving of Senior Adults Seminar
Sunday, April 19 – 4 p.m. 
Cool Spring Baptist Church, Fellowship Hall
9283 Atlee Station Road, Mechanicsville

For more information or to register call Nancy Jackson at
804-746-4572.  The seminar is free of charge. 

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Colosse Baptist Church held a “New Building Fund Kick-
Off” lunch.  The Women for Christ group went to Monroe Park.

Corinth Baptist Church youth held a Yard Sale and
Clothes Swap; and helped feed the homeless in Monroe Park. 
The Young at Heart Seniors went to Cross Walk Community
Church in Norge and saw “The Living Passover”.

Fort Lee Baptist Church held the children’s Easter
Celebration and the youth held a bake sale.

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church youth, with the help of a
few adults, presented a “Spring Musical Celebration” and
collected a love offering for the Macedonia church for “Raise
the Roof”.

Goochland Baptist Church will hold their “5th Annual
Goochland Church Community Flea Market” on April 18 from
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  For more information call 804-749-
3522 or go to their website at goochlandchurch.org

New Life Baptist Church youth held an outing.
Pioneer Baptist Church held their “15th Annual Chili

Cookoff & Bake Off”; and packed and delivered 345 packages
of snacks for Ward Elementary School. 

Poplar Springs Baptist Church held an Easter Egg Hunt
and was followed by a “People-to-People Day” Luncheon.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church held an Ordination Service
for Jeff Poythress which was followed by a reception; and held a
“Contemplative Lifestyle” Retreat. 

Hold the Date

Storytelling Concert and Workshop
“Leading Your Flock with Story and Humor” 
Friday, November 6 and Saturday, November 7
Northside Baptist Church
7600 Studley Road, Mechanicsville
More details coming soon.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


