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Monthly Dover Sunday School
Director’s Meeting
Hosted by: Bill Alphin
Fourth Monday Night of each month
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Light supper provided
Next meeting is February 23
At the Dover Office Building

Hepler Scholarship
Applications 
Due by Friday, March 13

The scholarship will go to a member of a
Dover Association church pursuing a college or
graduate degree.  Applications for the 2015 W.
Paul Hepler Scholarship must be received in the
Dover Office no later than Friday, March 13 by
4:30 p.m.  

Visit www.doverbaptist.org or contact the
Dover office for information and an application.

Dover Senior Adult Luncheon
Tuesday, May 5 (Noon-1:30 p.m.)
North Run Baptist Church
2100 Lydell Drive, Henrico
Special Guest: Bill Lohman, columnist

Richmond Times-Dispatch
Menu: Box Lunch - Cost: $6.00
Call the Dover Office at 804-550-1980 to make
reservations by April 24.

Let’s Raise the Roof!

The Good News Baptist Church in Skopje, Macedonia is the focus of
the Dover Baptist Association partnership with the Baptists of that country.
While this is not the building where the church currently meets for worship
on Sunday, it is the place that has been licensed by the government for us a
church and it offers the space for the congregation that gathers to worship
on the Lord’s Day. The basement of this building has been finished very
nicely to provide meeting space but the upper main floor is missing some
very important things, namely a roof, windows, and doors. Estimates of the
cost to finish closing in this building are about $40,000.

The Partnership Missions team has made $10,000 available to help with
this project and the Executive Committee of the Association has endorsed a
plan that will encourage Dover Baptists to help finish this building before
the work that has already been done is ruined by the rain and snow. The
Dover Baptist Association will provide a matching investment of $1 for
every $3 contributed by Dover churches until the $10,000 has been fully
contributed. This means that if Dover churches contribute $30,000 we will
meet the $40,000 need and the work in Macedonia can be completed!

Churches and individuals may send their contributions to the Dover
Association office, designated for the Good News Baptist Church building.
We are hoping that we can collect the funds to RAISE THE ROOF on this
building by Easter 2015.

Is your church prepared for new people each week?

What If Churches Functioned Like Cruise
Ships?

Last summer Kathy and I took our first cruise.  My sister and her
husband had cruised before.  We decided to cruise with them.

The cruise made quite an impression on me.  The cruise line had a
systemic approach to its guests.  It showed that it knew how to connect to
people and meet their needs even before we left home.  That continued all
the way to disembarking.  We could see this in the crew too.  Everyone
from Captain to custodial and maintenance staff appeared to function as a
team.  (Out of nearly 3,000 passengers, we only heard one “horror story.”)

Crew members came from dozens of countries, but they all spoke our
language.  They signed on for months at sea and seemed happy to share
whenever we asked them about life back home.  I do not know much about
their life on the ship, but I could see they put in long hours.
They had many job assignments, but each focused on helping passengers
have a good cruise experience.  Think of it like a body with many parts,
many tasks, and one purpose.

The cruise was planned around the needs of the passengers.  Abraham
Maslow described safety as the most basic human need.  From boarding to
departure to destination, passengers heard, “Safety first!”  A lifeboat drill, a
cabin safe, and an “identity card” that one must use to get onto–and off–the 
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If Churches Were Like Cruise Ships

ship contributed to a sense of security onboard.
With those needs met, we felt at liberty to interact with

others.  The cruise offered many opportunities to meet others,
all according to our tastes and preferences.  For example, we
had multiple dining options.  One evening the four of us dined
with two other couples, one newly wed.  Three long-married
couples celebrated with the couple just beginning theirs.  One
could meet others at various interest groups, on shore
excursions, or in the library.

As my sister and brother-in-law said, “They offered
something for everyone.  You could be as involved as you
like.”  We all found opportunities to try new things.  

What would it look like if a church functioned like the
ship we sailed on?  What if a church assumed it would have
new guests every week? 

That church would make a shining example as a steward
of the resources God has given it.  The church would have
signs and maps everywhere to help guests find their way.  It
would have different spaces that it used and reused for many
different events and purposes.  That church would have some
outdoor spaces.  It would have some small, more personal
spaces and multipurpose spaces of several sizes.  It would also
have a multi-use auditorium or theater.  The easily accessible
facilities would include good lighting, easy-opening doors,
comfortable seating, ramps and/or elevators, and adequate
restrooms.  Almost everything would be well-maintained and
attractive.

Most of the spaces would facilitate communication and
interaction.  The spaces would house activities that attract
people of all ages.  The spaces and activities would include
sharing food and beverages.  Such spaces would also include
making sure everyone can easily discover what the church has
scheduled, where and when it will take place, and who will
lead it.

What would happen at church if, every week, the staff and
members acted like the church had a new “passenger list”
with new opportunities to meet and make a memorable
voyage?   Perhaps that fact amazed me most.  We boarded a
ship that had docked that morning.  When we sailed that
evening, the ship and its crew had a different passenger list but
the same purpose.  Many crew members did more than one
job, and, as far as I saw, all of them served well.  They treated
us well, and we gave the cruise line and them our time, money,
and even some talents.

As advertised, we really did “escape.”  We did many
things we might do in daily life, but, for a while, we also
experienced separation from the world we left behind.

The Body of Christ focuses its attention on the One we
worship.  Those who follow Jesus do not belong to this world,
but Jesus sends us back into it (John 17:14-18).  Church
should separate us from the world for a while.  It should also
prepare us to re-engage with the world to which Jesus sends
us–one and all–as witnesses at home, at work, and in our
communities.

Maybe your church could send its minister’s family on a
cruise or anywhere they get served well.  Any church can learn
from those who practice hospitality, especially learn from
those who do it well.  

Get ready for people to come to your house of worship. 
Reach out and invite them.  When they come, treat them well
and help them have a memorable experience.  They might
come back.  They may even join God’s family at your church!

–Steve Allsbrook

Following God’s Gifts

I grew up in North Carolina as “the son of a preacher
man.”  My parents served as my role models in life and
Christian faith.  Beginning with my early high school years, I
felt two loves on this earth: numbers and people (and not
necessarily in that order).  I desired to somehow combine the
two loves for a lifetime.
     My “numbers” journey began with a bookkeeping class in
high school. After college, I landed a job with a national
public accounting firm based in Charlotte. Just two years into
my career, the Holy Spirit led me to pursue theological
training and education. When my father learned I was called to
go to seminary, he said, “Frank, I am happy for you, but I’m
especially glad that you have a discipline to fall back on if
needed.” You see, my dad, in ministry for 35 years at that
point, knew the challenges pastors face.
     After seminary, I joined the administrative staff and served
as Director of Admissions.  After a couple of years of service,
I moved to Virginia to help begin the Baptist Theological
Seminary at Richmond.  We opened for classes in the fall of
1991. However, my position was eventually downsized.
     I went back to the field of accounting and finance. What I
thought was a two-month temporary position turned out to be a
20-year career with Owens and Minor. God provided a very
satisfying lay ministry for me, including the leading of Bible
studies and prayer ministries for 16 of those years.  

When my position was eliminated in February of 2013, the
Lord opened the door for me to serve as Director of Finance
and Development for Good Samaritan Ministries.  While there,
I was called to serve as Interim Pastor for Hunton Baptist
Church. After ten interim months, the Church called me to
serve as full-time Pastor. Here I am, loving the people – and
the numbers! You see, God wants to give us the desires of our
hearts, as long as our desires are in submission to His perfect
will for our lives.  God granted me the opportunities to work
with numbers and people all these years. 

In my role in secular business, I saw peoples many needs,
including spiritual. Some of my co-workers viewed me as their
chaplain or pastor at the office. Sadly, in many cases, this was
because they were not involved in a local church or
congregation. Now that I am a pastor, I identify with my
parishioners who work in secular business, week in and week
out.  I know that they work alongside people hurting and in
need of a Savior and a church family. I heartily challenge my
congregation to invite their work associates to come to Hunton
Church. There, they are exposed to the Gospel message and
embraced by a caring community of Christ followers.

Lay leaders, I encourage you to do the same. Support and
information is available from Needle's Eye Ministries
(www.needleseye.org). Finally, I appeal to you to be bold for
Christ in your place of employment. Yes, Jesus cares about
our numbers, our bottom lines, but he cares even more about
people. May we care likewise and act accordingly!

–Frank Goare, Hunton Baptist Church



Pray for These
The ministers of Baltimore Baptist Association churches,
Baptist Union of Macedonia, and, in Dover: 
February 1 Biltmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dennis Stamey, Pastor

Anita Sharpe, Ernie Lewis, Michael Stinson
D. J. Williams, Mary Lou Warman

Black Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Kendrick, Pastor
Dawn Parker, Chris Thomas

February 8 Broadus Memorial . . . . . . . Phil Peacock, Pastor
Carol Golden, Garry Bone, Karen Tucker

Randy Cooksey, Ellis Dunton Monfalcone
Gladys Seymour, Dare Wright

Colosse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stephen Smith, Pastor
Gaynell Smith, Marian Carnell, Rose Rice

February 15 Cool Spring . . . . . . . . . . . . Brad Hoffman, Pastor
Wayne Smith, Ted Tussey, Glen Bohannon

Larry Frakes, Jesse Flury, David Moore
Rachel Phillips, Bryan Dupuis, Greg English

Brenda Kidd, Nancy Behrens, Jill Baughan
Sharon Neeley, Nicole Moore, Candace Nahodil
Brenda McEwen, Sheila Leistner, Laurie Spiers
Linda McNally, Sandy Owen, Shane Standlick

Regina Skammer, Rebecca Valerio, Melvin Terry
Mark Billups, Nicole Call

February 22 Corinth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Caldwell, Pastor
Vicki Kimbrell, Ariana Stowe, Don Bradley

Cornerstone Christian . . . . Les Redfern, Pastor
Pam Hughes

Congratulations
...to Jesse Flury on his 5th anniversary as Student Minister

at Cool Spring Baptist Church.
...to Steve and Maureen Smith on their 40th wedding

anniversary.  Steve is the Pastor at Colosse Baptist Church.

Personnel Changes
Evelyn Castle has concluded her service as Organist at

Ashland, First Baptist Church.
Claude Evans has concluded his service as Associate for

Ministry to Church Leaders at Dover Baptist Association.
Rusty Lee now serves as Minister to Students and Young

Adults, Pastor to the Next Generation at New Highland Baptist
Church.

Kim Young now serves as Financial Administrative
Assistant and Jeremy Hindman now serves as Exchange
Worship Leader at Cool Spring Baptist Church.

Entrust Savings Challenge
Are you up for the challenge?  The Savings Challenge is a

45-week savings plan that will help you save money throughout
the year.  Start the challenge by saving a dollar the first week, $2
the second week, and then put away an additional dollar for each
week after that.  If you complete the challenge, you’ll have
saved $1,035!  

The Savings Challenge will begin on February 1 and will
end on December 12.  Learn more by contacting us at 804-353-
8012 or www.entrustfcu.org

Dover WMU Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 12 - Sessions at 4:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.
Samaria Baptist Church
8130 Lott Cary Rd., Providence Forge, VA 23140

2015 VBS Curriculum Fair
February 13, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
February 14, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The Resource Center
Kingsley Hall 4th floor - Virginia Union University

Examine kits from all major publishers.  Discounts on many
offered by Cokesbury.  Visit www.resourcingchurches.com or
call 804-358-8306 for more information.

2015 Virginia Baptist Handbell Festival 
February 13, 7:15 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
February 14, 8:20 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Mount Vernon Baptist Church
11220 Nuckols Rd., Glen Allen 23059
Director: Al Reese
Cost: $23.00 per ringer.  
(Minimum program fee of $100 per church)
Send completed VBMB registration form to the Virginia Baptist
Mission Board, Office of Worship and Church Music Ministries,
by January 31 with program fee.  For more information or to
register on-line, visit www.vbmb.org

The Missional Quest
Saturday, February 21, 8:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m.
Cool Spring Baptist Church
9283 Atlee Station Road, Mechanicsville 23116

Visit www.coolspring.org for more details and to register,
or call (804) 746-0800

2015 CVBM VBS Director’s Workshop
Coming in March...more details TBD

For questions or more details, contact Gayle Bradley at
gaylebradley1@comcast.net

"An Evening with Storyteller Anthony
Burcher: 'He Ain't Right'"
Saturday, February 21 - 7 p.m.
Northside Baptist Church
7600 Studley Road, Mechanicsville
$5 General Admission

Virginia Church Library Association
Spring Conference
April 17 - 19
Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center, Lynchburg
Speakers: Hope Ferguson, Bev League, and more!

Register directly with Eagle Eyrie.  For more information,
visit www.vbla.wordpress.com
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Inclement Weather Policy
Whenever Hanover County Public Schools close due to

weather conditions, the Dover Association Office may also
close or change office hours.

Hold the date

Pastor-Deacon Conference
Monday, April 13
Second Baptist Church
9614 River Rd, Henrico 23229

     
Theme – “Chosen for Service”

Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them. (Acts 6:3)
5:45 P.M. Registration and snacks
6:45 P.M. Session I - 8:00 P.M. Session II
Conference Fee $5.00–Pay at the door or online
Visit www.cvbm.org for more information

Positions Available
Bethlehem Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music

Director.  For more information, call 804-272-0597.
Dover Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music Director.  

Please send resumes to Dover Baptist Church, P.O. Box 96,
Manakin-Sabot, VA 23103 or e-mail secretary@doverbc.org

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church seeks an Interim Youth
Director.  Please contact Pastor Sam Grozdanov at 804-795-
2044 or email sgrozdanov@fmcbaptist.com

Lakeside Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music
Director/Organist.  Please send resumes to Lakeside Baptist
Church, 7401 Woodman Rd., Henrico, VA 23228-4314, Attn:
Personnel Chairperson.

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Antioch Baptist Church WMU helped with CARITAS at
Sandston Baptist Church.  The Seniors held a covered dish
luncheon and listened to a presentation from the Make-A-Wish
Foundation.

Ashland, First Baptist Church honored Evelyn Castle on
her retirement from the Music Ministry; and honored Stuart
Carlton and his wife with a covered dish luncheon. 

Goochland Baptist Church packed 105 Operation
Christmas Child shoe boxes.

Legacy Fellowship Church  held a “Shabbat Meal”; and
held a “Releasing The Fragrance” service with individuals and
teams from various local congregations.

Mount Olivet Baptist Church packed over 550 Operation
Christmas Child shoe boxes.

New Bethesda Baptist Church packed 830 Operation
Christmas Child shoe boxes. 

Northside Baptist Church had eight children and youth
audition and selected to participate in the Virginia Baptist All-
State choirs; held the Annual Northside Talent show; and hosted
“Mickey’s Magic Show” with Christian Magician Mickey
Moore.

Oak Hall Baptist Church was recently featured in Thom
Rainer’s daily Prayer Focus Blog (President of LifeWay).

Parham Road Baptist Church Chicks for Christ hosted
guest speaker Elisabeth Corey, a writer and consultant on the
subject of human sex trafficking, at their monthly meeting.

Poplar Springs Baptist Church provided an evening meal
for 125 people for the Salvation Army.

Second Liberty Baptist Church held “Chicken-Waffles-
Movie” night and showed the movie Left Behind starring
Nicolas Cage.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church held an Installation Service
and reception for their Pastor, Dr. Tim Borchert.

West Point, First Baptist Church AWANA held a “Cake
Walk”; and a “Meet and Eat” Ice Cream Fellowship.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


