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Monthly Dover Sunday School
Director’s Meeting
Hosted by: Bill Alphin
Fourth Monday Night each month
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Light supper provided
Next meeting is January 26, 2015
At the Dover Office Building

Virginia Baptist Ministers
Discussion Group
“A Faithful Response: Voices of Women in
Ministry”
February 23-24 - Roslyn Retreat Center
8727 River Road, Richmond 23229
Visit www.vabaptistdiscuss.org for more details
or call Sam Duenckel at the Dover office.

Inclement Weather Policy
Whenever Hanover County Public Schools

close due to weather conditions, the Dover
Association Office may also close or change
office hours.

Office Closed for Holidays
The Dover Association Office will be closed

Monday, January 19, in observance of Martin
Luther King Day.  We will reopen on Tuesday,
January 20.
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God Be with You, Claude

Even a good parting is hard.  We celebrate the work of Claude Evans, a
friend and valued colleague who has ministered in Dover Baptist
Association as a pastor and, in retirement, as a member of Dover’s
association staff team.  Claude will conclude his work with Dover on
January 31.

Claude has served as Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders since
August 2012.  Bob Boggs had served as Dover’s first Associate for Ministry
to Church Leaders.  He succeeded Bob in that role and brought some of the
same qualifications.

Claude earned his Bachelor’s Degree at University of Richmond and
his Master of Divinity at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.  Many
Dover Baptists will recall that Claude served as pastor of Samaria Baptist
Church for 34 years.  Claude grew up in Antioch Baptist Church.  Claude
had connected to Dover for generations.

I had observed several things about Claude.  He had served as a bi-
vocational pastor at Samaria before Samaria made the position full-time.
Claude has always read.  I would describe him as possibly the most avid
readers among Dover ministers.  Those books cover a wide range of topics
and included theology, history, and other topics that interested me.

Samaria blessed Claude with a sabbatical.  Claude read dozens of books
during those three months.  He also visited a wide variety of Dover
churches, observing, evaluating, and learning from what he experienced
during those visits.  All that had impressed me, and I approached Claude
about joining our team.  

continued on page 2  

2015 IRS Mileage Rates
The Internal Revenue Service has issued the 2015 optional standard

mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of operating a car, van,
pickup or panel truck for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes. 
Beginning January 1, 2015, the standard mileage rates will be 57.5 cents per
mile for business miles driven, 23 cents per mile driven for medical or
moving purposes, and 14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable
organizations.  

Visit www.doverbaptist.org/archives/1724 for more details.

Hepler Scholarship Applications 
Due by March 13, 2015

The scholarship will go to a member of a Dover Association church
pursuing a college or graduate degree.  Applications for the 2015 W. Paul
Hepler Scholarship must be received in the Dover Office no later than
March 13, 2015.  Visit www.doverbaptist.org or contact the Dover office
for information and an application.



A Macedonian Partner Among Us

Editor’s Note: In November 2014, Dover Baptists hosted
Zlatko Buckoski, a lay leader, from Good News Christian
Baptist Church in Macedonia. A mission team from Dover’s
Ridge Baptist Church traveled to Macedonia in August 2014
and met Zlatko. This editor asked Zlatko and two Ridge
members to reflect on Zlatko’s visit.

Zlatko: I saw and participated in different types of
ministries, asked questions, and connected with church
leaders. I visited worship services at two Dover churches
[Cool Spring and Ridge], connected with leaders in youth and
child-care ministries, and attended the Baptist General
Association of Virginia meeting in Hampton. I connected with
all kinds of different ministries from across Virginia and
elsewhere. Since my work and ministry is associated with
youth and college students, I really enjoyed connecting with
Virginia Baptist Collegiate Ministries. The way they work and
engage college students encouraged me.

I enjoyed reconnecting with new friends that I met in
August. Relationships are very important and meaningful to
me and for our partnership. I enjoyed visiting the office of
Dover Baptist Association and seeing the Macedonian flag in
Sam’s office!

A smaller church needs a good foundation of organization
to develop well. I learned that a coffee bar in a church is a
good place for informal fellowship. I learned it is good to have
a greeter ministry, having men and women welcoming people
and answering questions. I also saw the importance of a
children’s ministry in the church and for the future of the
church.

Nichole: This fall our family was blessed with a visit
from Zlatko Buckoski. We met Zlatko in Macedonia during
our mission trip this past summer.  He was the first person we
met in Macedonia so how fitting to spend several days getting
to know him here in the United States.  Zlatko is an absolutely
wonderful young man and brother in Christ. We took him out
to dinner for some American Cuisine.  He ate mussels for the
first time, with seafood being a scarce product in landlocked
Macedonia. We showed him fun things around Richmond and
ate at an authentic Bulgarian restaurant where he felt at home. 

We hosted a party gathering all those that traveled to
Macedonia this past summer. We were given the delightful
task of taking Zlatko to all three services at Cool Spring
Baptist church. Zlatko works for Campus Crusade for Christ,
so we arranged a meeting with Campus Crusade for Christ at
VCU. Our visit with Zlatko allowed us to learn even more
about the Macedonian culture. Thank you Dover for bringing
Zlatko to visit our country!

Alan: One of the immediate challenges that Good News
Christian Baptist Church faces is the completion of the upper
floors of their new church building.  This building  replaces
the modified house where the church currently meets in
Skopje.  The basement of the new building is completed and
used for small gatherings, but the building does not have a
roof and the upper floor has neither windows nor doors.  Rain
and snow blow into this part of the building and threaten the
areas already completed.

Pastor Marko Grozdanov received an estimate of $40,000
to put a roof on the building and enclose the upper floor.  The

Dover Partnership Missions team has set aside $10,000 to
serve as a matching gift to enable association churches to give
toward this important project.  The association will match each
$3 we receive from Dover churches up to a total of $10,000. 
We look to raise $30,000 from Dover churches before Easter
to make this important project a reality.  Please watch for
additional information about this important opportunity with
Macedonia mission partners.

–Zlatko Buckoski, Nichole Fogleman, and Alan Ray

God Be with You, Claude (cont.)

Bob Boggs had set the pattern.  Like Bob, Claude helped
Dover Baptists know the face and the heart of the association. 
Claude has served as a liaison between Dover churches and
ministers and the association.  He has worked to strengthen
relationships between Dover and Dover church leaders.  

Claude has helped Dover ministers.  He participated in
both the Monday and Wednesday support groups for Dover
pastors.  He has supplied pulpits, sometimes answering the call
on very short notice.  

Dover only asked Claude to serve ten hours per week. 
Yet, with all the other things he has done, in a little more than
two years Claude has personally visited nearly half the
congregations, several more than once.  Claude has served
Dover Baptists well, and I count it a privilege to have served
with him.

Neither of us had planned for him to leave so soon.  God
has blessed the association with generous churches.  Typically,
if our churches experience financial challenges, Dover Baptist
Association will experience those challenges about a year
later.  Until now, Dover has managed to cut expenses in other
areas to avoid making changes in our personnel budget.  

This year, Dover found itself in something of “a perfect
storm” as we planned for 2015.  Our churches continue to
support us, but we have had to reduce our budget to reflect the
financial experience of our churches.  At the same time, Dover
has experienced a substantial increase in the cost of benefits
(related to several factors).  Even though our Finance
Committee has made changes to increase our interest and
dividend income, we had to find a way to reduce personnel
costs.

Claude and I discussed some options.  In the end, Claude
decided to conclude his work with Dover.  He plans to spend
more time with wife Ginny.  She is glad for that.  While I am
happy for them to have more time together, I am sorry to lose
Claude as a part of our team.

Claude enjoys visiting different churches and plans to
keep doing that.  If needed, he may supply a pulpit from time
to time.  Keep his phone number.  Invite him to visit your
church.

Dover’s Executive Committee will recognize Claude
during its meeting on January 13.  We plan a little party that
evening to celebrate Claude’s ministry with Dover.

We part on good terms, and we find it hard to say,
“Goodbye, Claude.”  Our word “Goodbye” comes from a
contraction, an abbreviated form of the old farewell blessing,
“God be with ye.”  That is a fitting word for one like Claude
with whom we have shared life and faith as he served Christ in
Dover.  God be with you, Claude Evans!

–Steve Allsbrook



Pray for These
The ministers of Baltimore Baptist Association churches,
Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist Church
and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
January 4 Antioch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Johnson, Pastor

Connie Lambert, Wellford Dowdy
Arabic Baptist . . . . . . . . . . . Reda Gergis, Pastor

William Khalil
January 11 Ashland . . . . . . . . . Stuart Carlton, Interim Pastor

Bill Ellis, Lisa Reckley
Joanie Tompkins, Evelyn Castle

Ken LeFevre, Betty Stadnick, Steve Law
January 18 Atlee Community . . . Jeff Boggess, Lead Pastor

 Lil Harris, Amber Nunnally, Gina Sykes
Wendy Scheller, Tonya Carey, Nathan Boggess
Thomas Vecchione, Neal Shaner, Nelson Parker

Ross Wright, Ras Peel, Trey Critzer
Vaughan Thomas, Brittney Vera, Jason Harrop

Mike Abbamonte, Danielle Boggess, Jamie Storm
January 25 Berea . . . . . . . . . . . . Larry Frakes, Interim Pastor

Peggy Peck, Andrea Hollins
Matt Boschen, Fred Horn

Beulah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ed Shepard, Pastor
Judy Shepard, Pat Dressel

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to the family of Dr. James Ellis. Dr. Ellis served as senior

pastor of First Baptist Church Ashland from 1969 to 1991.
...to Bob Lee and family on the death of his stepbrother,

Freddie Clark, on December 4.  Bob is the Pastor of New
Highland Baptist Church.

Congratulations
...to Ken Wright, former Interim Associate Pastor, upon his

ordination to the ministry by Hunton Baptist Church.  Ken is
currently serving as Interim Pastor for Independence Christian
Church in Ashland.

Personnel Changes
Barbara Filling has concluded her service as Pastor at

Mount Pleasant Baptist Church.
Larry Pumpelly has concluded his service as Discipleship &

Missions at Grace Community Baptist Church.
Glenn Russell has concluded his service as Music Director

at Pioneer Baptist Church.

Grief Support Group 
Second Sunday of each month, 5:00 p.m.
Cool Spring Baptist Church, Room B-80
9283 Atlee Station Rd., Mechanicsville 23116

If you, or someone you know, has suffered the loss of a
loved one, this group may be the perfect place to work on the
healing process with experienced leaders and those who have
suffered similar losses.  This group is open to everyone.  Contact
Jerry and Patsy Deans at 804-559-7622 or Brenda McEwen at
804-746-8983 or e-mail bmcewen@coolspring.org for more
information.

First Things First of Greater Richmond
Hosting in 2015: “The Crazy Hair Tour”

The Crazy Hair Tour is coming back! This show for moms
and their tween daughters will be hosted in the West End on
January 22 at the Robinson Theater on January 23. 

Visit www.firstthingsrichmond.org for more information.

2015 VBS Curriculum Fair
February 13, 2015 - 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
February 14, 2015 - 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The Resource Center
Kingsley Hall 4th floor - Virginia Union University

Examine kits from all major publishers.  Discounts on many
offered by Cokesbury.  Visit www.resourcingchurches.com or
call 804-358-8306 for more information.

2015 Virginia Baptist Handbell Festival 
February 13, 2015 - 7:15 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
February 14, 2015 - 8:20 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Mount Vernon Baptist Church
11220 Nuckols Rd., Glen Allen, VA 23059
Director: Al Reese
Cost: $23.00 per ringer.  (Minimum program fee of $100 per
church)
Send completed VBMB registration form to the Virginia Baptist
Mission Board, Office of Worship and Church Music Ministries,
by January 31 with program fee.  For more information or to
register on-line, visit www.vbmb.org. 

Virginia Church Library Association
Spring Conference Information 
April 17 - 19, 2015
Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center, Lynchburg

Register directly with Eagle Eyrie.  For more information,
visit www.vbla.wordpress.com

Positions Available
Biltmore Baptist Church seeks an immediate part-time

Pianist, part-time Choir Director and part-time Youth Minister. 
Please e-mail Biltmore_personnel@verizon.net with resume and
salary requirements.

Emmaus Baptist Church seeks a part-time Minister of
Youth and Children.  E-mail Vallerieking@aol.com for more
information.

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church seeks an Interim Youth
Director.  Please contact Pastor Sam Grozdanov at 804-795-
2044 or email samgrozdanov@fmcbaptist.com

Shalom Baptist Church seeks a part-time Minister to
Children.  Interested applicants should e-mail their resume to
ministertochildren@gmail.com or send them to Shalom Baptist
Church, 6395 Mechanicsville Turnpike, Mechanicsville, VA
23111 by January 31.

West Point, First Baptist Church seeks a part-time Office
Manager (27.5 hours per week).  Interested applicants should
send their cover letter and resume to First Baptist Church, P.O.
Box N, West Point, VA 23181, Attn: Personnel Committee.
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Church News (cont.)
Several Mount Olivet Baptist Church members went to

the Operation Christmas Child Warehouse in Maryland.
Mount Vernon Baptist Church packed 1,039 Operation

Christmas Child shoe boxes; and several members went to the
Operation Christmas Child Warehouse.

New Highland Baptist Church youth and Mission
Committee collected and passed out gently used warm items to
the homeless at Monroe Park.  

Northside Baptist Church decorated a “Warming” Tree
for the needy; and packed over 80 Operation Christmas Child
shoe boxes.

Oak Hall Baptist Church packed 82 Operation Christmas
Child shoe boxes.  The Carolyn Grubbs Circle and O.A.K.
Sewing Circle helped pack and distributed 174 toiletry bags for
the homeless at Monroe Park.

Parham Road Baptist Church collected 27 Operation
Christmas Child shoe boxes.

Ridge Baptist Church donated coats for the R.A.’s annual
coat drive; and the Music Department presented their Christmas
Cantata at Regency Mall.

Sharon Baptist Church raised $2,550 from the sale of
apple butter for the Haiti mission project.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church sponsored the Angel Tree
Ministry for the children of incarcerated parents.

Hold the Date: 
Pastor-Deacon Conference

April 13 - Second Baptist Church
9614 River Road, Richmond 23229

More details coming soon.

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Antioch Baptist Church packed 133 Operation Christmas
Child shoe boxes; and the Choir, along with Carlisle Avenue
Baptist Church, presented their Christmas Cantata “Bethlehem
Morning” at the Masonic Home.

Biltmore Baptist Church had a team of eight members 
install siding on a Hanover Habitat for Humanity house;
members donated items for 37 hygiene bags for the Fluvanna
Women’s Prison; packed 187 Operation Christmas Child shoe
boxes; and a team served dinner at the “Home Again Men’s
Shelter” in Richmond.

Black Creek Baptist Church packed 105 Operation
Christmas Child shoe boxes. 

Broadus Memorial Baptist Church Broadus Bells
presented a Christmas program at Hanover Health Care and
Hanover Adult Center.

Colosse Baptist Church packed 121 Operations Christmas
Child shoe boxes. 

Corinth Baptist Church packed 201 Operation Christmas
Child shoe boxes. 

Emmaus Baptist Church held a silent auction to benefit
world missions; and packed and sent more than 60 boxes of gifts
for the Christmas shoe box ministry for Lee County.

Goochland Baptist Church collected gently used coats
and jackets for men, women and children for the Goochland
Christmas Mother; and donated to the Fluvanna Correctional
Center for Women Christmas Gift Ministry.

Hillcrest Baptist Church packed 305 Operation Christmas
Child shoe boxes; and the Baptist Men on Mission and the
Wood Ministry provided gifts for children whose families
received firewood.

Hunton Baptist Church packed 228 Operation Christmas
Child shoe boxes; donated 73 coats to the “Coats for Kids”
drive; and several ladies delivered about 30 Samantha dolls to
the children in the pediatric unit at VCU-MCV Medical Center.

Mechanicsville Baptist Church packed 218 Operation
Christmas Child shoe boxes.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


