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Leslie and Hazel 
Watson Offering for 
Dover Association Missions
Goal: $28,700.00

Received as of October 23:
$34,201.78

Thank You!!

Church Endowment
Workshop
Thursday, November 6, 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Bon Air at The Village
7250 Patterson Ave., Richmond
Cost: $25 per person
For more information and/or to reserve a seat,
RSVP to steve@financeforchurches.org

Office Holiday Schedule
The Dover office will close for the

Thanksgiving holiday November 26-28.

First Things First of Greater Richmond:
Presenting Events for Parents and Children

The Crazy Hair Tour is
coming back! This show for
moms and their tween
daughters will be hosted in
the West End on January 22
and at the Robinson Theater
on January 23. Stay tuned
for more!

Connect with First Things First's new
program for elementary-aged students and
their dads. Host a program in your
community or connect with a regional
site. Learn more at DedicatedDad.org!

It Takes Two! Marriage Workshop
Saturday, November 15, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Fairfield Presbyterian Church, 6930 Cold
Harbor Rd, Mechanicsville 23111

Dedicated
Dad

Sunday, November 23 | 6 PM at U-Turn
2101 Maywill Street, Richmond 23230

Bless Richmond is a gathering to praise God, pray for Metro
Richmond and give to those in need. We will attempt to double the
seven tons of non-perishable food items collected last year for
FEEDMORE. 

BE-1 Service Week – November 16-23
Seeking to expand the effectiveness of existing Metro-Richmond
service projects through collaboration. For opportunities for young
and old to connect and serve, please visit www.blessrichmond.com

Visit www.blessrichmond.com for more information.

Marriage
Workshop



Ridge Responds to Macedonian Call

Editor’s Note: Several members from Ridge Baptist Church,
along with Pastor Sam Grozdanov (Four Mile Creek Baptist
Church) traveled to Macedonia in August.

Joan: Was it worth it-to travel all the way to Macedonia?
Words cannot describe the joy and gratitude we feel for this
gift from God. Now, we revisit Macedonia each day as we
pray for our new friends, their church, and country. We are
blessed with an abundance of resources, we learned of the
limited resources available to our Macedonian friends.  We
shared materials on starting age-related Mission Groups. I
shared about some of our mission projects hoping they could
use these or similar ideas to reach outside their church.

Nichole: I never dreamed God would bless our family and
allow us to go on this amazing life-changing trip. My favorite
part was the ‘Macedonian people’. Whether believer or non-
believer, they are the kindest people group I have ever met,
truly radiating love, joy, and peace. Is it oppression over the
years from government after government forcing their hand
since the days of Alexander the Great’s demise or did Paul see
the same thing when he sailed over to Macedonia and met
Lydia? I have been privileged and honored to work with these
wonderful people. I pray God shows us how we can continue
to help the Macedonians, but truly they have been more of a
testimony to my family and me.

Jean Lee: On our trip we showed the Macedonian
Christians there are others like them who love the Lord and
work for this good. I talked with adults evidently not raised as
Christians. They converted as adults. Some quite eagerly
shared their stories and practiced their English. Yes, you can
have a conversation with mostly nouns. At the conference, I
helped with the children. Since English is taught in the
schools, the children understood us, yet were embarrassed to
speak. Sarah (age 11) spoke excellent English and helped
translate for the group.

Hayley: I will never forget Macedonia. The warm and
inviting people immediately make you feel at home; the good
food never leaves you hungry. The best part of our trip was the
opportunity to experience the people’s raw love for God and
all He has done for them. We discovered all our Savior created
and the vast beauty of His wonders through the huge
mountains. If you observed one person all day long, you found
them happiest while in worship. They made you feel like
family. The second they started worshiping, something more
came out of them – the ability to give their entire selves to
Jesus. They let go and just felt God’s presence without fear,
even singing at the top of their lungs. They became Jesus’
disciples when they were in the worship room. Although they
struggle so hard with being some of the only Protestant
Christians in Macedonia, there is not a chance that anyone
could walk into that room and tell they were struggling. The
love of Christ enveloped their souls. 

Lindsay: Going on the trip to Macedonia was such an
incredible blessing. I met many wonderful people and saw
God working in a mighty way. I left hoping that God may use
me to bless the people of Macedonia, but I came back having
been blessed by them. I am very grateful to God for giving the
opportunity to go on such a life-changing trip.

–Joan Moses, Jean Lee Chapman, Lindsay Ray,
Nichole and Hayley Fogleman

Whatever You Do, Work for the Lord

From the end of it, four decades seems so short.  Ahead of
us, it seems like an eternity.  In recent weeks, I have seen two
forty-year celebrations.  I shared in one at the end of August
and the other in October.

In some sense, they seem very different.  My wife Kathy
retired at the end of August.  She has worked in the medical
laboratory field, mostly in blood banking, for forty years.  The
other event occurred as part of a church’s 60th anniversary
celebration.  That church started a ministry to college students
when I went to college 44 years ago.  The church’s college
class had a reunion.  Former class members came from five
states, and the man who started that ministry returned to
preach the sermon that day.

What do these two celebrations have in common?  By the
time Kathy and I met 42 years ago, God had called me to
ministry.  She had applied to her college knowing God had
given her gifts and a passion for helping people by working in
the medical laboratory field.  She gravitated to blood banking. 
We married and graduated.  I entered seminary as she passed
her national board exam and entered a program that would
give her additional credentials in blood banking.

The youth minister who started that college class had just
graduated seminary.  God gave him a heart for people and a
vision greater than anyone realized when he enlisted dozens of
families to help him lead that ministry, transport or feed
students, or “adopt” us and give us a home in our college city. 
Starting with the first class meeting, that ministry grew and
grew.  Over time it touched hundreds of students who crowded
into the church.  God used that ministry to touch our lives,
help us discover our gifts, and call us to use them in God’s
Kingdom.  As we graduated, God scattered us to serve in
hundreds of churches as pastors, deacons, musicians, teachers,
and other church leaders.

All who attended that 60th anniversary service heard that
God had done something miraculous in that church’s life and
ministry.  Like so many others, I soaked up that truth.  I had
my own Thanksgiving Day right then when it dawned on me
how much I would have missed–how different my life might
have been–if I had not accepted that church’s invitation.

God called Kathy to serve as a minister’s wife, along with
her work as a church member and leader in her own right. 
God also called Kathy to serve as one who helped the sick,
befriended her coworkers, and encouraged those who worked
under her.  During our 41 years of marriage, I have seen God
work through her time after time.  She has used her gifts as
surely as any minister who ever served a church.

These two celebrations have that great truth in common. 
In both cases, someone sensed God’s call and followed where
it led.  It led them to different types of work in different kinds
of places.  God gave them different assignments, but both
served God where God assigned them.

God has something for everyone to do.  Thank God for
the work God gives each of us and for all God uses our work
to accomplish.  “Whatever you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working for the Lord...” (Colossians 3:23 NIV). 
Whatever God gives you to do, when you look back, may you
see how God has worked in your work.

–Steve Allsbrook



Pray for These
The Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist
Church and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
November 2 Shalom . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Miller, Pastor

Lisa Tucker, Jeffrey Farrier
Jean Dart, Alyx Christian

November 9 Sharon . . . . . . Dan McFaden, Interim Pastor
Alyce Vinson

November 16 Taylorsville . . . . . . . . Ted Dougherty, Pastor
Debbie Taylor, Betsy Hawkins

November 23 Tree Ridge . . . . . . . . Bradley Harris, Pastor
Craig Suiter

November 30 Tsena Commocko . . . . . . Ed Preston, Pastor
Valerie Temple

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to Tim Norman and family on the death of his brother,

Steve Norman, on September 23.  Tim is the Pastor at Glen
Allen Baptist Church.

...to Blanche Smiddy and family on the death of her
husband, Robert “Smiddy”  Smiddy, on his death on October 8.
Smiddy served as Church Growth Consultant from 1989 to 1995
at Dover Baptist Association.

Congratulations
...to Gwen Townsend on her 20th anniversary as Volunteer

Pianist at Black Creek Baptist Church.  She also has been a
member for 42 years, served as the Children’s Choir Director for
18 years and the Church Sunday School Director for a total of
nine years (four years in the past, and also for the last five
years).

Personnel Changes
Nancy Ames has concluded 19 years of service as Secretary

at Hardy Central Baptist Church.  
Timothy Borchert now serves as Senior Pastor at Walnut

Grove Baptist Church.
Marlene Bresee now serves as Secretary at Northside

Baptist Church.
Bill Ellis now serves as Part-time Interim Associate Pastor

at Ashland, First Baptist Church.
Larry Frakes now serves as Interim Pastor and Fred Horn

now serves as Interim Music Minister at Berea Baptist Church.

Virginia Baptist Library Association
At the Virginia Baptist Library Association Fall Conference

October 4, 2014 we unanimously voted to change our name to
Virginia Church Library Association (VCLA) so that we would
be more open to church librarians from all denominations and
not just Baptists.

We look forward to the next conference April 17-19, 2015
at Eagle Eyrie Conference Center.  This conference will be a
joint conference with the North Carolina Church Library
Ministry.  We will be offering all the core library classes as well
as some new topics.  The theme is “Hand in Hand - Libraries
Without Borders”.  Start planning now to attend.  Registration
begins January 2, 2015 at www.eagleeyrie.org

DWMU News
November 3 Woman’s Day of Prayer, Mechanicsville

10:00 a.m. till Noon
November 7-8 Women’s Get-away, Eagle Eyrie
November 8-9 WMU Annual Meeting&Women’s Get-away,

 Eagle Eyrie

G.A., R.A., C.A. Rally
The Rally was held on September 20, 2014 with two

churches attending - North Run Baptist Church and Samaria
Baptist Church.  Five G.A.’s, four R.A.’s, and two others (one
boy and one girl) attended for a total of 11 children and 20
adults (2 from Samaria and 18 from North Run).  We made
Joseph’s coat of many colors and Jonah’s fish and played Bible
Jeopardy and everyone had lots of fun.

We wish we had more children but those who were there
were blessed.

Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer
“In Step with the Spirit – The Fruit of Faithfulness”
November 3, 10:00 a.m. – Mechanicsville Baptist Church
8016 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville 23111

The Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer was born in the
aftermath of World War II.  It was the European women’s
response to the devastation this war left behind in its wake.  It
served as "a means to reunite Baptists separated by the pain and
devastation of war, and to strengthen the spiritual bonds in years
to come."

The Baptist World Alliance Women’s Department website,
www.bwawd.org/files/53/2013%20DOP/dophistory.pdf has a
full historical account of the Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer.  

In some parts of the globe women are known to walk
several miles, some over and down mountains, to reach
appointed places of prayer. In parts of Asia and Africa it is
reported that women swim small rivers and streams to
participate in the Day of Prayer. Is it any wonder the movement
has grown? With such courage and devotion Baptist women will
continue to be the strength of their churches.

You don’t have to walk several miles or swim rivers to join
us for this special day.  You may have to take some time off
from work, but that is such a small sacrifice.  The women of
Dover Association WMU invite you to Mechanicsville Baptist
for this special time to unite with Baptist women (and even a
few men) worldwide to pray for peace, safety, health, and the
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to help those in need.

Virginia Baptist Pastors Conference
“Future Faith Matters: A Dialogue with Gary Nelson”
November 10, 2-5 p.m. – Free!!
Freedom Life Church, 35 Tide Mill Lane, Hampton 23666

“Gary Nelson, author, educator, pastor and world view
missiologist is the Keynote speaker for the BGAV meeting
November 11-12. The Pastors have him first – hear his heart and
pick his brain. The Future Matters and Shift Happens, what’s
our response?”

Visit www.bgavconnect.net for more information. 
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Operation Christmas Child
Shoe Box Collection Schedule

You can be a part of this by packing a shoe box and taking
it to your church or the following locations: New Bethesda
Baptist Church (listed below), First Baptist Church/Ashland,
Beaverdam Baptist Church, Destiny City Fellowship, Mount
Vernon Baptist Church, Sandston Baptist Church, or Second
Baptist Church.  The hours for the relay centers are available
from www.samaritanspurse.org or by calling 1-800-353-5949
for the closest drop off location.  

Please pack your box beginning with prayer then love as
you fill the box.  Then continue to fill with small toys, school
supplies and toiletries, etc.  Along with shoe box gifts, millions
of children are given Gospel booklets in their own language. 

Make plans to join us in 2014 as we continue to assist in the
ministry of Operation Christmas Child!  Share the love of Jesus. 
If you would like to get involved with OCC as a year round
volunteer, please contact Brenda Evans, Area Team Coordinator
at brentom1@verizon.net.

Collection Center:  New Bethesda Baptist Church,
9019 Bethesda Road, Mechanicsville (804-779-2101)

Collection Times:
November 17 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
November 18 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
November 19-20 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
November 21 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
November 22 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
November 23 1:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
November 24 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Positions Available
Biltmore Baptist Church seeks a part-time Pianist/

Organist and Choir Director.  Please send resume and salary
requirements to Biltmore_personnel@verizon.net

Emmaus Baptist Church seeks a part-time Minister of
Youth and Children.  E-mail Vallerieking@aol.com for more
information.

Hardy Central Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Secretary.  Interested applicants should send their resume to
Personnel Committee, Hardy Central Baptist Church, 4655
Darbytown Road, Henrico, VA 23231 or send e-mail to
samking@comcast.net

Hatcher Memorial Baptist Church seeks a Senior Pastor. 
Go to pastorhmbc@yahoo.com for more information and to e-
mail resumes.

Lakeside Baptist Church seeks a part-time Administrative
Assistant/Bookkeeper for 28 hours a week.  Send resumes to
Lakeside Baptist Church, 7401 Woodman Rd, Henrico, VA
23228-4314, Attn: Personnel Committee.

Pamunkey Indian Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Pastor.  Please send resume to: Pastor Search, Pamunkey Indian
Baptist Church, 866 Lay Landing Road, King William, VA
23086.

Pioneer Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music Director. 
Interested applicants should send their resume to Personnel
Committee, Pioneer Baptist Church, 3140 Darbytown Road,
Henrico, VA 23231, or attach to e-mail at:
office@pioneerbaptist.comcastbiz.net

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders


