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Leslie and Hazel 
Watson Offering for 
Dover Association Missions
Goal: $28,700.00

Received as of September 16:
$30,689.38

Thank You!!

Annual Church Profiles Due
October 1
Please complete your church’s ACP online or
return the paper copy to the Dover Office by
October 1. 
For more information or assistance, contact Sue
Hall at the Dover Office.  Thank you!

Clergy Appreciation Day
October 12

Please take this opportunity to express your
gratitude and appreciation to the pastor and staff
ministers at your church!
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231st Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 26
Hardy Central Baptist Church, 4655 Darbytown Rd., Richmond
Registration begins at 3:30 p.m.
Afternoon Session begins at 4:00 p.m.
Dinner by reservation: $6.00 per person.

Menu: Pork Tenderloin, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Yeast Roll, Assorted Desserts

Make reservations with the Dover Office by October 17.

Elect your Messengers!  Article 4 of Dover’s Constitution states: 
Each member church shall be entitled to send two messengers to Annual,
Semiannual and Special Called Association Meetings.  A church that
contributes at least $400 to the General Fund during the Association’s
previous fiscal year shall be entitled to have three (3) messengers.  An
additional messenger is added for each additional $400 contributions to the
General Fund up to a maximum of (7) messengers from any church.  Others
may attend also.  Bring your messengers and others from your church to
share inspiration and joy as we celebrate how Dover Baptists help reveal
Christ by doing missions together.

Carolyn Hollins Memorial Scholarship 
Dover’s WMU started a memorial scholarship with WMU of Virginia

in the name of Carolyn Hollins.  The scholarship helps campers attend
WMUV’s CrossRoads Camp and Conference Center.

If you would like to contribute to this scholarship fund, please make
your check(s) payable to the Carolyn Hollins Scholarship Fund, WMU-V,
2828 Emerywood Parkway, Richmond, VA 23294. 

Carolyn Hollins actively supported missions on every level.  Thank you
for considering a gift in her memory to help young people learn about and
connect to missionaries and the work of missions through the WMUV
camp.

Fall Fellowship Festival
Saturday, October 18, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Hanover County Government Complex
7522 County Complex Rd, Hanover 23069

Join the Hanover County Sheriff’s Office as they celebrate partnerships
and volunteerism in our community!  This FIRST-EVER event is designed
to give our faith-based, non–profit, and community organizations the
opportunity to highlight the valuable ministries, services, and partnership
opportunities they offer. 

There will also be great food, games, and activities for people of all
ages, as well as powerful LIVE MUSIC sponsored by the E.J. Wade
Foundation. Come on out and see why we say, “Strong partnerships create
safe communities”.



33 Years and Counting!

This month, October, will be my 33rd year with Dover. In
the beginning it was as a volunteer.

Dover sent out a request in 1981 for volunteers to work on
the Annual Church Profiles, then they were called the Uniform
Church Letter. My friend, Jackie Smith, and I volunteered to
enter figures by hand on a very large ledger sheet. This was
done at the Richmond Baptist Association on Moss Side
Avenue. Dover had two small offices there, one for Richard
Moore, Executive Director and one for Angela Jeffers (now
Angela Layne). I had no desk so I either stood at a filing
cabinet, but more often in the conference room or workroom.
As time went on I was asked to work for pay, and I did not
mind that at all. When Angela’s work load got rather heavy,
she would call me in to help. Eventually, my work load got
heavier.

 I got the job of maintaining the monthly newsletter mail
list and preparing the printed newsletter for mailing. I sorted
the newsletter by zip code and put them in appropriate mail
bags, which amounted to about 6 or 8 bags a month. Then I
took them to the main post office on Brook Road. I had to
drive around to the back to Bulk Mail, back up to the loading
dock and put the bags on a cart. This process went off most of
the time without a problem until one day a postal employee
wanted to know who was driving a little brown Toyota wagon.
Apparently, one of the trucks that delivered mail to the post
office had run over my front fender and pulled my little car out
of it’s parking space.. Oh well, all in a day’s work.

In November 1985,  Dover moved the office to 1200 New
York Avenue in Glen Allen. It was wonderful to finally have
my own work station. A lot of changes occurred during the
time we were on New York Avenue; some happy and some
not so happy. Mr. Moore was diagnosed with cancer. This was
a very bad time for all of us. Fortunately, he became well
enough to continue working for awhile longer.  Bob Smiddy
and Leslie Watson came on board and in 1994 Doug Frazier
joined us. Later, sadly Mr. Watson became ill and passed
away. Mr. Moore retired in 1995 and Phil Rodgerson became
our Interim Director. Steve came to Dover in January 1997.
This was an easy transition for me. By this time, so many
changes had occurred that I felt things had at last stabalized.
Angela retired in June 1998 and Sandy Weakley came as
Administrative Assistant.

I worked three days a week and Nell Warren, who became
a dear friend, worked two days. In May 2002, the office
moved to Lakeridge Parkway. Another change! Steve has
always kidded me saying, “Sue doesn’t like change.” I realized
that there were constant changes and I was learning to cope.

Moving to Lakeridge Parkway was a real plus. I could
honestly say, “I’ve moved on up.” It is a beautiful building in
a nice setting, and I have a great work space and all the
necessary equipment to do my job. To add to all of this is the
most important aspect of my job, and that is the people I work
with every day and all the people, pastors, state ministry
assistants and also on the national level. I could not be in
better company. Lasting friendships have been made, and I
have rejoiced with friends and grieved with them. Working in
Dover is like having an extended family. 

This could sound like a retirement article, but do not get
excited, I am not ready to go yet. I was talking to my dear

friend Bill Corey about my article and he gave me a quote and
a bible verse that is so appropriate, “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever”  Hebrews 13:8  “My hilltop
is not as high as it used to be. I think I will climb higher and
see what I can see.”

– Sue Hall

Partnerships that Matter: 
Seeking the Needs of Our Neighbors

Over the past few decades many of us recognize that God
is bringing the mission field to our own backyard. Some
congregations act on this opportunity through various
ministries like English as a Second Language (ESL). Others
share their church facility with one or more ethnic
congregations. However, sharing space often means very little
interaction among the different congregations. To the
individuals who host the other congregations, their hospitality
is usually the limits of shared ministry. The following is a
story of not only a church that ministered to their new
neighbors through ESL, but of a group of churches that saw
the bigger picture of the Kingdom of God. 

Over five years ago, a Chinese man took ESL classes at
Gwathmey Baptist Church. This individual, a member of 
Grace Chinese Baptist Church, owns a Chinese restaurant in
the area. Around the same time, several members of Grace
Chinese Baptist Church and Chinese Baptist Church of
Richmond noticed the Chinese students working at Kings
Dominion throughout the summer. They noticed the students
were busy working on the weekends, but had some free time
during the week. God brought these students to our area. 

The two Chinese churches saw the need. They provided
transportation for the students to various places. They
developed relationships with the students. Eventually, the
Chinese churches invited the students to the Chinese restaurant
owners place and fed them. After three years, it became
apparent that they needed more space and a location closer to
Kings Dominion. The restaurant owner remembered taking
ESL classes at Gwathmey Baptist Church. Another partnership
was born.

Gwathmey Baptist Church soon became the new meeting
place for the Chinese students from Kings Dominion.
Members of Gwathmey, Grace Chinese, and Chinese Baptist
Church drove around picking up students and helping them
run errands. Everyone gathered at Gwathmey around 6:30. The
Chinese congregations usually prepared traditional meals –
who doesn’t like home cooking? The students are no different!
The Gwathmey congregation also provided meals for the
Chinese students. Everyone enjoyed a time of not only good
meals, but of fellowship and conversations with the students. 

Following the meal, Gwathmey members provided ESL
lessons. Butch Hutson, pastor of Gwathmey Baptist Church,
shared that prior to the Chinese students’ arrival, several
Gwathmey members were trained to teach ESL, but no
students to teach! God certainly answered that prayer request!
For many of the students, this is their first time in the United
States. 

A time of worship followed the ESL lessons. The worship
service consisted of a time for music, testimonies, and a

continued on page 3



Partnerships that Matter: 
Seeking the Needs of Our Neighbors
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devotional. According to Daniel Chu, pastor of Grace Chinese
Baptist Church, “many of the Grace Chinese members have not
shared their testimony before, and this gives them an
opportunity to share their testimony.” 

Following the worship service, members of all three
churches mingled with the students and talked about what they
heard. Many of the students were raised as Atheists. Their
primary goals in life are to graduate from school and make lots
of money. They mainly think about the present, with little regard
to their future. Sound a bit familiar? Pastor Chu said this was an
opportunity to ask questions–such as “what then or what is
next?” 

God brought three congregations together to minister to
many Chinese students coming here for an adventure and
opportunity. Last year a Chinese student accepted Christ and
was baptized at Gwathmey. He went back home and witnessed
to a friend. He recognized that his friend was living an aimless
life without Christ. His friend asked a series of questions. This
young man, a new Christian, told his friend that Jesus is the
answer to your questions. Jesus fills the void you are feeling. He
told his friend to come to the United States and to look for
Gwathmey Baptist Church! His friend indeed came to the
United States this summer and found Gwathmey Baptist Church.
Not only did he find the church, he found his Lord and Savior
too! The friend was baptized recently through the same ministry.
God indeed works in our midst!

Pastor Daniel Chu mentioned a few challenges with this
ministry. Since the students are only here for a few months, then
return home, discipleship opportunities are very limited. Pastor
Chu stated, “we have to trust God to follow-up [with the
students], we are only a link.” There are churches in China and
other Asian countries. According to Pastor Chu, the churches in
China, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Taiwan are fairly open and
visible. There is minimal persecution and the government
currently tolerates the churches. Hopefully the students will find
their way to one of these churches, or plant one themselves.
Pastor Chu states, “You will not necessarily see the ‘return on
your investment’ now, but it is about the Kingdom of God.”
Very humbling, isn’t it?

Gwathmey, Grace Chinese and Chinese Baptist Church
have a beautiful partnership born out of seeing and
acknowledging the needs of their neighbors. The Chinese
students are their neighbors, even for a little while. The
partnership does not end there. It is only the beginning of the
story. 

God richly blessed the partnership of these three churches.
A partnership born out of seeing and acting on the needs of their
neighbors–even temporary ones. Hopefully you and your church
are looking around to see the needs of your neighbors. God 
moves among us. God continues to bring the mission field to us.
We must look for God’s opportunities and act. 

– Sam Duenckel

Pray for These
The Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist
Church and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
October 5 Rappahannock Indian . . . Ron Nicholls, Pastor
October 12 Ridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alan Ray, Pastor

Robert Coffman, Phillis Coffman
Robert Blaylock, Theresa Altland

Louise Crooks, Abbie Duenckel
Lindsay Ray

October 19 Samaria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jay Hurley, Pastor
Kevin Brown, Rhonda Canady

Donna Turner
October 26 Second Liberty . . . . . . . . . . . . . Without a Pastor

Joy Middleton Taylor, Rhonda Davis
Sharon Jordan, Yvonne Jones

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to Don and Linda Fields on the death of his mother,

Myrtle B. Fields, on September 4.  Don is a Trustee of Dover
Baptist Association.

Congratulations
...to Vallerie King, Pastor of Emmaus Baptist Church,

was has been awarded a Lilly Grant for a Sabbatical in 2015.
The Christian Theological Seminary, in its role of administering
the Lilly Endowment National Clergy Renewal Program, has
awarded grants to 140 congregations located in 36 states to
enable their pastors to step away from daily responsibilities for a
period of reflection and renewal.  The 2014 program provides
pastors with time for travel and immersive experiences in
different cultures, opportunities to participate in spiritual retreats
and pilgrimages, and focused periods for writing and research
about challenges facing Christian communities.

Personnel Changes
Kathie Doubt has concluded her service as Ministry

Assistant at Northside Baptist Church.
Jacob Harris has concluded his ministry as Associate Pastor

Discipleship and Students at Mount Vernon Baptist Church.

Position Available
Biltmore Baptist Church seeks a part-time Pianist/

Organist and Choir Director.  Please send resume and salary
requirements to Biltmore_personnel@verizon.net

Emmaus Baptist Church seeks a part-time Minister of
Youth and Children.  E-mail Vallerieking@aol.com for more
information.

Pamunkey Indian Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Pastor.  Please send resume to: Pastor Search, Pamunkey Indian
Baptist Church, 866 Lay Landing Road, King William, VA
23086.

Pioneer Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music Director. 
Interested applicants should send their resume to Personnel
Committee, Pioneer Baptist Church, 3140 Darbytown Road,
Henrico, VA 23231, or attach to e-mail at:
office@pioneerbaptist.comcastbiz.net
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Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

DWMU News

Area Meetings:
Area I October 7, 10:00 a.m. Mount Olivet, 

lunch
Area V October 8, 10:30 a.m. Little Elam, lunch
Area IV October 21, 10:00 a.m. West Point, brunch
W/M West October 27, 7:00 p.m. North Run, desserts
W/M East No Fall Meeting

Events:
October 18 HOPE Event, Four Mile Creek Baptist Church

9 a.m. till Noon
November 7-8 Women’s Get-away, Eagle Eyrie
November 8-9 WMU Annual Meeting &Women’s Get-away,

 Eagle Eyrie
November 10 Woman’s Day of Prayer, Mechanicsville

10:30 a.m. till Noon

DWMU Ideas
      September marked another season of new beginnings.  How
are things going? Do you want to start something “new” at your
church?  Many people are rediscovering Mission Friends, Girls
in Action (GA), Royal Ambassadors (RA), Children in Action
(CA), Acteens, Challengers, and Youth on Mission (YOM).  

Would you or your church like to re-start one of these
programs?  If you do not have internet service, please call
Emilie Simpson at (804) 839-1904.

Mission Project Suggestions: Our Missions Involvement
Coordinators, Beth Ward and Pat Chalkley, have amazing ideas
for how you can get your groups engaged in missions.  One of
these involves a ministry to shelters for abused women. 
Basically it is a make-over for the rooms these women have at
the shelters.  

Visit www.doverbaptist.org/wmu for more information.

Mark Twain Alive
Bluefield College alumnus, David Bailey will present Mark

Twain on Sunday, November 9 at 4:00 p.m. at The Cultural Arts
Center at Glen Allen.  All proceeds from the event will provide
scholarships to students at Bluefield College. For more
information, visit www.bluefield.edu/twain or call (276) 326-
4556

Baptist Theological Seminary at
Richmond: Preview Days
October 7-8
Are you considering a call to ministry?

Come learn more about the degree programs and options at
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond Preview Days! For
more information and to register, visit
www.btsr.edu/prospective/visit-btsr/preview-days

Reservations required
for all events. 

For more information,
visit www.btsr.edu or
call (804) 204-1205.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


