
231st Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 26, 2014
Hardy Central Baptist Church, 4755 Darbytown Rd., Richmond
Registration begins at 3:30 p.m.
Afternoon Session begins at 4:00 p.m.
Dinner by reservation: $6.00 per person.

Menu: Pork Tenderloin, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Yeast Roll, Assorted Desserts

Make reservations with the Dover Office by October 17.

Elect your Messengers!  Article 4 of Dover’s Constitution states: 
Each member church shall be entitled to send two messengers to Annual,
Semiannual and Special Called Association Meetings.  A church that
contributes at least $400 to the General Fund during the Association’s
previous fiscal year shall be entitled to have three (3) messengers.  An
additional messenger is added for each additional $400 contributions to the
General Fund up to a maximum of (7) messengers from any church.  Others
may attend also.  Bring your messengers and others from your church to
share inspiration and joy as we celebrate how Dover Baptists help reveal
Christ by doing missions together.

 Annual Church Profiles Due October 1
Please help us by completing your ACP promptly.  That will allow us to

include your church’s ACP information in Dover’s Book of Reports.  For
more information or assistance, contact Sue Hall at the Dover Office. The
person responsible for completing your church’s ACP should complete it
online or return the paper copy to the Dover Office by October 1.  
Thank you!

2015 National Association of Southern Baptist
Secretaries Conference
April 22 - 25, 2015 – Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

If you are considering attending this conference, please call Sandy
Weakley at 804-550-1980.  Visit www.nasbs.net/2015-national-conference
for more information.

Central Virginia Raceway Ministries Needs
Ministry Volunteers and Cookies  

CVRM invites you to participate and asks for your help by making
cookies.  Please bag these in small clear lock-style plastic bags, 2-3
medium sized cookies per bag.  Put a label on the outside of each bag
“Compliments of  _______ Baptist Church.”  (Dover Baptists may bring
their bags of cookies to the Dover Office, September 1 through September 4,
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)  Food Allergy Alert: CVRM appreciates all the
cookies, but, if you use peanuts or a peanut product in your cookies, please
note that on the bag.
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Leslie and Hazel 
Watson Offering for 
Dover Association Missions

Goal: $28,700.00

Received as of August 22:
$30,201.38

Thank You!!

 

CVBM Leadership
Development Conference
Monday, September 22 
Central Baptist Church
1500 Courthouse Rd, Richmond
Registration fee: $5.00 (pay at the door)
Registration and Refreshments-5:45-6:45p.m.
Conference Session I-6:45-7:45 p.m. 
Conference Session II-8:00-9:00 p.m. 

Labor Day Holiday
The Dover Office will be closed on September 1.



The Chaplain Is Relieved

An active duty military chaplain works full-time.  Most
pastors work full-time.  We refer to pastors who also have a
job outside the church as bi-vocational.  Lots of other people
hold down more than one job simultaneously.  Most of them
do that out of economic necessity.  Pastor/Chaplain Todd
Combee believes that God called him to serve simultaneously
in two ministry roles, but he never thought of it as bi-
vocational. 

Todd serves full-time as the pastor of New Bethesda
Baptist Church in Dover.  His other ministry role is coming to
an end as (CH) Colonel Todd Combee, Joint Forces
Headquarters Chaplain for Virginia National Guard–the state
chaplain–retires and is relieved of his duties.  Todd served on
active duty for four years with the U. S. Army, served in the
Army Reserve for 11 years, and served with the National
Guard for 19, a total of 34 years of military service.

The Combees have served well.  Todd’s father served in
the U. S. Army in World War II.  Todd’s older brothers retired
as officers who served in the U. S. Air Force and in the U. S.
Army/National Guard.  Even their sister’s husband spent 20
years in the U. S. Coast Guard.

Todd’s own military service started at James Madison
University.  Like his brother, Todd joined the Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC).  His scholarship came with four years
of active duty in the Army.  He was
assigned to the Adjutant General Corps at
Fort Belvoir.  Todd had felt called into
ministry in high school but did not discern
the form of that ministry until he saw the
role and the value of the chaplains during
his four years of active duty.

From there Todd entered Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary and became
a chaplain candidate.  Much like ROTC,
the chaplain candidate program helps
prepares a chaplain-in-training for military
chaplaincy.  During his four years of active
duty, Todd had risen from Second
Lieutenant to Captain.  That distinguished
him from others in the chaplain candidate
program.  He applied for active duty as an
Army chaplain.

Todd expected to serve as an active
duty chaplain in the Army, perhaps rising
to the rank of Lt. Colonel and retiring after 20 years of service. 
As he finished seminary, he applied for active duty.  Believe it
or not, his paperwork got lost.  By the time the Army had
found and processed his paperwork, Todd had accepted a call
to serve on the staff of First Baptist Church in Martinsville,
VA.  Todd had the integrity to follow through on the
commitment he had made to that church and turned down the
belated offer to serve on active duty.

While in Martinsville, Todd also served as an infantry
battalion chaplain in Roanoke.  Todd grew up in Staunton.  He
felt doubly blessed when assigned to serve as chaplain in the
116th Infantry Brigade–known as the Stonewall Brigade–in
his hometown, calling this “one of the highlights of my
military career.”  He moved up the ranks to Major, and he was
transferred from there to serve with the 54th Field Artillery

brigade in Virginia Beach.  His church ministry had taken him
to the staff of Sandston Baptist Church.  That complemented his
next National Guard assignment as chaplain with the 29th
Divarty (Division Artillery)  in Sandston.  He made Lt. Colonel. 
God reassigned Todd to serve as pastor of New Bethesda
Baptist Church in Dover in 2002.  The Army made him (CH)
Colonel and reassigned him to serve as Joint Forces
Headquarters Chaplain in the Virginia National Guard.

Todd refers to himself as “a chaplain who happens to be a
colonel.”  More than his rank has changed since Todd entered
the National Guard.  Changes in society and political life
present great challenges to chaplains like Todd who serve
Christ and bear the endorsement of their denomination.

The United States military services provide chaplains
because of our country’s constitutional guarantee of the free
exercise of religion.  The military shows respect for each
member’s faith and for the ways that faith is expressed.  A
military chaplain serves by performing, or by accommodating
the performance of, expressions of faith.  For example, a
Protestant chaplain may lead a Protestant worship service but
cannot give Catholic last rites and would help to see that such
rites where provided.

Todd said, “In my role I have always seen myself as a
pastor to soldiers and their families, much like serving as the
pastor of New Bethesda.  Personally, I have always tried to be a
good soldier and officer while remaining constant in my faith
and true to my convictions.”  He recalls a time when he chose

to cancel a family vacation to fulfill his
military responsibilities, saying, “Balancing
the time I spend in my military duties with
my church duties and my family has proved
my greatest challenge.” 

Serving as a chaplain has given Todd the
opportunity to travel all over the United
States and the world.  Still, the memory of
his military service that will remain most
clear for Todd started with the events of
September 11, 2001.  Todd was called to
serve at the Pentagon for a time then. 
“Especially then,” Todd said, “I felt that I
fulfilled the purpose for which God called
me to serve as a military chaplain.  I consider
it a privilege to have served in such
challenging days.”

Todd is finishing well, something he
very much wanted.  He and wife Susan, his
“helpmate” through it all, can look back on a

career of faithful military service.  
Todd said, “Whoever puts on the uniform deserves our

respect and gratitude.  With few exceptions, I have felt that
from others.  New Bethesda Baptist Church sees my service as
a military chaplain as an extension of my ministry, and I am
very grateful for that.”

We should all feel a deep sense of gratitude to Todd and
Susan and every one of the multitude who render military
service and their family members.  Todd and Susan, with sons
Matthew and Jacob, supported by employers like New Bethesda
Baptist Church, spend their lives and resources to make the rest
of us more able to spend ours as we want.  Thank God for them
and say, “Thank you!” to them.

– Steve Allsbrook 



Shaped By Baptist Student Ministries

When I went off to college, I felt like I knew enough
“religion” to stay on track, but enough of a sense of freedom that
I  wondered what it might be like to “go off track” for a while.
When I arrived on campus for the first time, a group of BSU
students met my family in the parking lot and helped move me
into my dorm room.  Those students also encouraged me to
come to an ice-cream social kickoff event at the BSU building. 

BSU (now called BCM) became a lifeline for me.  I met
new people, I discovered what a personal relationship with
Christ really meant, I grew in my faith, and I found purpose and
meaning at a deeper level than I had ever experienced before. 
So, what was it about that BSU at JMU that not only “hooked”
me, but also kept me coming back?  

BSU fostered community. As a new college student, I felt
as though I was now a part of something.  I was immediately
able to connect with other freshmen, who were experiencing the
same things I was experiencing.  Unlike walking into an already
established group or “clique”, I walked in the front door of that
BSU building with other freshmen.  But that’s not all, I also met
upperclassmen who were genuine enough to let me know that
they had also experienced what I was experiencing.  Community
is important, especially when a person is thrust into something
brand new.  JMU’s BSU showed me what “Church” was
supposed to look like, and how the Body of Christ was designed
to function.  They came alongside me and welcomed me in,
without even knowing me.  

There’s nothing quite like it—when a freshman in college
gets to know a senior in college, and (surprisingly!) that senior
actually enjoys getting to know that freshman.  Aside from the
practical things that a freshman can learn from a senior (what
professors to avoid, where to get the best burger in town, the
pros and cons of each dorm), there is a level of spiritual
mentoring that happens, too.  Upperclassmen became our small
group leaders, our worship leaders, and even our counselors. 
They showed us what it was like to serve as summer
missionaries and how to share our faith in the real world.  BSU
inadvertently created all kinds of spiritual mentorships.

My first three interactions with BSU included: A bunch of
upperclassman helping me move in (tangible ministry), an
ice-cream social designed JUST for freshman (tangible
ministry—I mean, c’mon, what freshman guy doesn’t want to
eat dessert?) and a BSU-wide scavenger hunt (tangible
ministry—I had upperclassmen in the car with me who were
acting as  my personal tour guide).  The ministries at JMU’s
BSU were designed with the tangible, practical needs of college
students in mind.  

Through the BSU, I worked on my first Habitat House and
with a Backyard Bible Club. I discovered the new and exciting
world of youth ministry. BSU taught me how to “get out of
myself” more and begin to notice the needs all around me.

Now, as a pastor, I should be asking, “Is our church 
fostering community and looking for ways to fan the flame of
spiritual mentorships, both through formal channels and
informal channels?  Are we constantly scanning the horizons of
both our church and our community, looking for ways to meet
the practical needs of others? Are we creating service
opportunities?”

–Mark Miller, Pastor
Shalom Baptist Church

Pray for These
The Baptist Union of Macedonia and in Dover: 
September 7 Pamunkey Indian . . . . . . . . Without a Pastor

Joyce Krigsvold
September 14 Parham Road . . . . . . Spencer Dillard, Pastor

Carla Dillard, Dack Axsell
Frances Whitlock

September 21 Pioneer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Beith, Pastor
Glenn Russell, Judy Stell

September 28 Poplar Springs . . . . . Stephen Crane, Pastor
Joey Meador, Lynn Blue

Betty Wajciechowski

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to Frank and Gail Goare and their family on the death of

his mother, Sarah Yates Goare.  Frank is the Pastor of Hunton
Baptist Church.  

...to Nancy King and her family on the death of her mother,
Joanna Ernest, on August 2.  Nancy is the advisor of the Media
Library at Dover Baptist Association.

...to the family of Rev. Jesse Walker on his death on August
17.  Rev. Walker was the former pastor of Manakin, First
Baptist.

Congratulations
...to Tim Madison on his 5th anniversary as Pastor of

Mechanicsville Baptist Church.

Personnel Changes
Lytle Buckingham has retired as Pastor and Suzanne

Buckingham has retired as Choir Director at Sharon Baptist
Church.

Todd Kube now serves as Pastor of Dover Baptist Church.
Jeff Poythress now serves as part-time Interim Minister of

Children and Youth at Walnut Grove Baptist Church.
Kim Shumate has concluded her service as Pre-

Kindergarten Director at North Run Baptist Church.

Positions Available
See www.doverbaptist.org for all of the current job openings

Biltmore Baptist Church seeks a part-time Pianist/
Organist and Choir Director.  Please send resume and salary
requirements to Biltmore_personnel@verizon.net

Emmaus Baptist Church seeks a part-time Minister of
Youth and Children.  E-mail Vallerieking@aol.com for more
information

Pamunkey Indian Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Pastor.  Please send resume to: Pastor Search, Pamunkey Indian
Baptist Church, 866 Lay Landing Road, King William, VA
23086.

Second Liberty Baptist Church seeks a Pastor.  Send
cover letter, current resume, and copy of Ministeral License and
Certification of Ordination to: Deacon Yvonne M. Jones,
Second Liberty Baptist Church, P.O. Box 236, Providence
Forge, VA 23140 or e-mail yvonnemjones6724@msn.com

Sharon Baptist Church seeks a Senior Pastor.  Please visit
www.sharonbaptistchurchkingwilliamva.com for application
information.
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“Contemporary Islam and Muslims”
Sundays, September 7 - November 23, 3:00-4:30 p.m.
Virginia Baptist Resource Center
2828 Emerywood Parkway, Richmond 23294
Cost: Free
Teachers: Charles Beckett and Julia Killian

This ministry is to help increase awareness of and minister
to the Muslim in our region.  The tuition is free but a fee of
$5.00 is suggested for materials to be circulated.  Registration is
encouraged and may be accomplished by contacting 804-355-
0267 or 804-356-2003, P.O. Box 7144, Richmond, VA 23255 or
admin@christiansandislam.com

Virginia Baptist Church Music
Conference: Gloria Deo!
Thursday - Saturday, October 2 - 4, 2014
Derbyshire Baptist Church, 8800 Derbyshire Rd., Richmond
Cost: $135 (full registration), $75 (guest), $55 (student)

Visit www.vbmb.org/gloriadeo or call at 804-915-5000, ext.
6235 or ext. 6220 for more information.

Virginia Baptist Library Association
Fall Conference
Saturday, October 4, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Liberty Baptist Church
1021 Big Bethel Road, Hampton, VA 23666

”Hope’s Alive”
October 17 - 18
Goochland High School, Goochland, VA
Cost: $29.00 - $37.00

For more information, visit www.beamongfriends.com or
call Luanne Botta, Church Group Coordinator (615-815-7949).

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

CareShare Support Group Meeting
Second Tuesday of Each Month, 2:00 p.m.
New Highland Baptist Church
9200 New Ashcake Rd, Mechanicsville, VA 23116

Are you currently providing physical and/or emotional
support for someone with dementia/Alzheimer’s disease?  Come
and share your thoughts, concerns, or just to support each other. 
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Bob Fleming at
804-550-9601 or bobandvera608@verizon.net

2nd Annual “Aging with Grace” Annual
Gathering 
September 23, 2014, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Glen Allen Cultural Arts Center
2880 Mountain Rd., Glen Allen, VA 23060
Speaker: Dr. John Upton, president of Baptist World
Alliance

The “Aging with Grace” Annual Gathering brings together
Pastors, Church Leaders and Community Caregivers from many
different denominations and disciplines to connect, learn and
share their experiences with leading experts in the fields of
Senior Ministry and Aging Related Issues.

This event includes lunch and an EXPO with 40+
organizations that serve Seniors!

Teachers Toolbox
October 4, 2014
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church
3601 Seminary Ave., Richmond
Speaker: Dr. Denise Janssen

Executive Director of The Resource Center
Visit www.resourcingchurches.com for more information.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


