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Steve Smith, Vice Moderator

June 18, 2014

TO:  Executive Committee Members

FROM:  Beth Ward and Steve Smith

RE:  Dover Executive Committee Meeting, July 8, 2014, 7:00 p.m. at the Dover Center*

We will next meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 8, 2014 at the Dover Center.  We expect our
usual reports.  

If you lead one of our committees, councils, or teams and plan to have a report, it would help
us–and the clerk–to have a written copy, especially if your report includes a recommendation(s). 
Anything you want the Dover office to copy for distribution to Executive Committee members
should arrive at the Dover office not later than the morning of Monday, July 7 (or, if mailed,
must arrive by Thursday, July 3).  Thank you.

Please take the time to review the enclosed minutes of our April Executive Committee and
Semiannual meetings.  To save duplicate printing, please remember to bring this packet with you
to our next meeting. 

Thank you for serving as your church’s representative on Dover’s Executive Committee.  We
look forward to seeing you on July 8.

*DIRECTIONS:  From northbound I-95, take Exit 86, then Exit 86B, and turn right at the traffic
light behind Home Depot onto Lakeridge Parkway.  From southbound I-95, take Exit 89, turn
right, then turn left at the traffic light into Winding Brook onto Lakeridge Parkway.



Dover Baptist Association
Minutes of the Executive Committee

Tuesday, April 8, 2014, 7:00 p.m., Dover Conference Center

Moderator Beth Ward (Pamunkey Indian) called the meeting to order.  Rev. Vallerie
King (Emmaus) read Matthew 21:12-17 and a selection from the devotional book “Bread and
Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter” and led in prayer.

Ward invited new church staff members, new Executive Committee members, and guests
to introduce themselves.  Juanita Deck introduced herself as a new Executive Committee
member from Dover Baptist Church.

Ward called for the collection of registration cards.  After that, Ward asked for any
corrections or additions to the January Executive Committee Meeting minutes.  Hearing none,
the minutes stood approved.

Administrative Services Reports
Neither the Moderator, Vice Moderator, nor Clerk offered any reports.  Vallerie King and

Mike Lohr reported from the Virginia Baptist Mission Board. The Mission Board is currently
working on governance changes to be presented at the BGAV meeting in November.  Details
should be completed and on the web-site by the end of May for all to view.

Staff and Financial Reports
Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions, presented the Treasurer’s report for the fourth

quarter of FY2013 (attached).  Allsbrook noted that the Land Purchase Fund now includes real
estate, not just land.  He stated that most of the money received by Dover Associations is from
churches.  He expressed appreciation for the faithful and generous support of the churches which
allows Dover to continue to serve missions.

Sandy Weakley reported the Baptist Ministry Assistants of Virginia Spring Retreat was
held at Virginia Beach in March. Steve Allsbrook was a guest speaker.  Sandy announced the
National Association of Southern Baptist Secretaries will hold its 2015 bi-annual meeting in
Branson, Missouri. Sandy will lead one of the conference sessions there.  

Sue Hall thanked Dover for allowing Sandy, Peggy, and herself to attend the BMAV
Spring Retreat.  Sue announced that she has flyers for the Dover WMU Annual Meeting, May
13th at Berea Baptist Church. 

Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders, read 2 Timothy 1:3-7.  He
reported he had visited several churches, been in minister support group meetings, and had
conversations with church leaders.  Claude noted he tries to encourage church leaders to follow
the Spirit of the Lord Christ in their ministry and in their personal lives.

Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders, echoed that sentiment. He quoted
one of his mentors, who said, “God cannot use dead servants.” Bill reported that he and his wife
Joyce visited eight Dover churches during the first quarter of this year.  He served as pulpit
supply for three churches and assisted two pastors who were ill.  Bill reminded members that
Dover’s Associates for Ministry to Church Leaders assist pastors and churches as needed.  He
requested prayer for Pamunkey Indian Baptist Church and First Baptist Church Ashland as they
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seek new pastors. Bill referred to pages 16 and 17 of the agenda which lists Dover churches and
their participation entitling them to messengers to the annual, semiannual, and called Association
meetings.  He reported 26 churches did not contribute to the Leslie and Hazel Watson Missions
Offering for Dover Baptist Association Missions.

Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development, reported difficulties in accessing the
on-line Ministry Grid training and access may be discontinued.  Alphin provides resources to
churches in the areas of fellowship, discipleship, and space.

Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions, introduced his and Abbie’s daughter, Mallorie
Rae, who was born February 7.  The April “Dover Diary” highlighted Sam and Abbie’s story. 
Duenckel announced the Dover Senior Adult Luncheon will be held May 6 at North Run Baptist
Church.  Dover Association website has changed.  Dover now e-mails a weekly news digest on
Tuesdays using Constant Contact. This weekly e-mail replaces sending multiple e-mails each
day.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions, shared several capital improvements including
replacing the Dover office roof, a new refurbished server, and a new phone system.  Those
facing health issues include John and Carolyn Johnson (Antioch Baptist Church), William Khalil
(Arabic Baptist Church). Arabic Baptist Church has called Reda Gergis as their new pastor.
Mark Hughes (Berea Baptist Church) has returned after going through chemo. Gene Adkins
(Samaria Baptist Church) is receiving dialysis four times a week.  Allsbrook announced that he
has completed the staff reviews.  Allsbrook and Duenckel will attend their semiannual retreat at
Lost River.

Administrative Services Reports
Marion Pierce reported the Personnel Committee met with the Executive Director to go

over staff reviews. Marion stated that Dover is fortunate to have a high caliber staff.

Mission Performance Services Reports
Allsbrook announced that the Carolyn Hollins Scholarship Fund started by Dover’s

WMU has received $4270. The Dover WMU will continue to receive donations at its annual
meeting in May. The Dover WMU established the scholarship with WMU of Virginia to help
send children and youth to Camp Crossroads. Allsbrook read a letter from WMUV Executive
Director Vallerie Carter thanking Dover’s WMU for establishing this scholarship.

Mission Development Council Reports
Ridge Baptist will be sending a team to Macedonia and two spots are available.  If

interested, please contact Sam Duenckel.
Allsbrook reported Dover is still waiting for word from Macedonia regarding the two

visitors that will be here for three weeks this summer.  Dover is looking for host churches. 
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Other Reports
Steve Adkins (Samaria Baptist Church) reported that Central Virginia Baptist Ministries

is exploring the ministry potential when Richmond hosts the 2015 World Road Cycling
Championship.

Central Virginia Raceway Ministries is looking to infuse new/young blood into Raceway
Ministries.  Additional volunteers and a camper/RV are needed for the NASCAR race the end of
April along with volunteers to “take down” and for providing cookies.  Contact Steve or Sam if
you are interested in volunteering.

Allsbrook announced that Dover will pay for the Operation Inasmuch Training kit for
churches needing training.  The kit contains all information necessary for a successful event. 
Dover, along with the other Virginia Baptist associations, are focusing on September 13, 20, 27,
October 4, 11 for a state-wide Operation Inasmuch participation.

Virginia Baptist Historical Society will hold their 300th anniversary celebration at the
University of Richmond on May 17.  The first Virginia Baptists wrote to England for pastors. 
This event commemorates that letter and the arrival of the first Baptist pastor. Beth Ward noted
that the Virginia Baptist Women’s Chorale will sing.

Business Session
Clerk, Sandra Waggy (Cool Spring) reported the presence of 34 Executive Committee

members from 20 churches, exceeding the requirement of members from at least 15 churches, for
a quorum.  She also reported the presence of ten others for a total attendance of 44.  The
Executive Committee had no unfinished business.

New Business
Abbie Duenckel (Ridge) presented a recommendation from the Student Ministries

Council that the 2014 W. Paul Hepler Scholarship be awarded to Moriah Hancock from Fort Lee
Baptist Church.  Moriah plans to attend VCU, loves theater, and is number 21 in her graduating
class.  The Executive Committee approved the recommendation.

Allsbrook presented a recommendation from the Dover Council to move the 2015
Semiannual Meeting from April 26, 2015 to May 3, 2015.  The National Association of Southern
Baptist Secretaries meeting will be held the end of April in Branson, MO, in 2015.  The
Executive Committee approved this recommendation.

Announcements
In addition to the announcements printed in the agenda, members shared the following:

• Dover bags with Week of Prayer materials, directory inserts, prayer guides, and the
Leslie and Hazel Watson Offering for Dover Baptist Association Missions offering envelopes
are available.  Please take the bag for your church and a neighboring church too.
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• Beth Ward is available to speak about Leslie and Hazel Watson if your church desires.
• Bobby Goin’s niece needed a kidney.  No family donor was a match.  Bobby donated a
kidney to be used by someone else, which resulted in his niece receiving a kidney from the
transplant list.
• Steve Castle, husband of Sheri Castle Music Minister Worship Leader at New Highland
has donated a kidney to his sister in California.

Moderator Ward closed the meeting with prayer and adjourned the meeting at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Waggy, Clerk



Dover Baptist Association
Minutes of the 231st Semiannual Meeting

Sunday, April 27, 2014, 3:00 P.M.
Oak Hall Baptist Church

The Oak Hall Baptist Church Worship Team presented special music before the meeting
began.  Moderator Beth Ward (Pamunkey Indian Baptist Church) called the meeting to order. 
Virginia Wermuth (Poplar Springs Baptist Church), Program Committee Chair, moved the
adoption of the program as printed, and the motion carried.  Pastor Frank Goare (Hunton Baptist
Church) read Matthew 25:31-46 and led in prayer.

Matt Fretwell, host pastor, welcomed the congregation.  Sam Duenckel (Ridge Baptist
Church), Associate for Missions, recognized ministers new to Dover, including Frank Goare,
Matt Fretwell, and Jay Hurley (Pastor of Samaria Baptist Church).  Duenckel called for the
recognition of other ministers new to Dover, ministry partners, or other special guests.  Those
new to Dover included Ariana Stowe  (Worship Leader at Corinth) and Moriah Hancock and her
mother Michelle Hancock, members of Fort Lee Baptist Church.

Pastor Steve Smith (Colosse Baptist Church) and Anita Roy (Colosse Baptist Church)
presented bags with Dover Annual Notebook inserts and Week of Prayer for Association
Missions envelopes, prayer guides, and posters.  They invited churches who had not yet received
their materials to collect their bags.  

Smith noted that, in the past few years, money from the Leslie and Hazel Watson
Offering for Dover Baptist Association Missions has been put to use in every county where
Dover churches serve.  The attempt to spread the offering to every county where Dover churches
serve helped create awareness of a variety of ministries and services.  It also resulted in some
gifts being small.  This year, Dover has instituted a grant program.  The Base Goal and the Faith
Goal in this year’s offering identify recipients.  In addition, the Hallelujah Goal portion of the
offering provides for Dover churches to nominate potential recipients for grants from that
portion of the goal.  This should allow for larger, albeit fewer, gifts to encourage the ministries
and services that receive grants.  Smith called attention to the printed grant guidelines.

Leslie and Hazel Watson’s daughter, Beth Ward, shared information about her parents
who served as Southern Baptist missionaries in Japan for 32 years and played active roles in
Dover when they moved to Richmond.  She stated that her parents always worked as a team. 
They sought God’s will together.  Beth described them as “constant learners” who valued
education and thought in creative ways and as hard workers who continued working until the
work was done.  Beth said her dad always sang.  She also noted that Leslie and Hazel
communicated clearly at home and in their work.

The congregation sang “Shine, Jesus, Shine.”  Welford Orrock, Metro Richmond
Collegiate Ministries Coordinator at the Virginia Baptist Mission Board, shared information
about the student ministries.  He highlighted the collegiate ministries at Virginia Commonwealth
University and the University of Richmond.

Abbie Duenckel (Ridge Baptist Church) serves as Dover’s Student Ministries Council
Director.  Abbie introduced Moriah Hancock and presented the 2014 W. Paul Hepler
Scholarship to her.  Abbie shared Moriah’s biography and her plans.  Moriah thanked Dover and
stated she felt so blessed to have been chosen for this scholarship. 
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Business Session

Clerk Sandra Waggy (Cool Spring Baptist Church) reported the presence of 55
messengers from 22 churches and 22 other persons for a total of 77 present.  This constituted a
quorum of messengers from at least 20 churches.  

Dover WMU Director Sharon McKinley (Western Hanover Church) and Assistant
Director Emilie Simpson (Oak Hall Baptist Church) shared information about the DWMU
Annual Meeting.  It will take place at Berea Baptist Church on May 13.  

There were no advance recommendations and no one presented any business or reports
that required a vote of the association.  Todd Combee (New Bethesda Baptist Church), leads the
Central Virginia Raceway Ministries CORE Team.  He thanked Dover Baptists for the cookies
donated and ministry volunteers shared at the races on Friday and Saturday.  Todd asked Dover
Baptists to pray about volunteering in this ministry.  

The congregation sang “I Stand Amazed in the Presence.”  Then Steve Allsbrook (Mount
Vernon Baptist Church), Director of Missions, reported on Operation Inasmuch Virginia.  The
Virginia Network of Association Workers has challenged churches across Virginia to conduct an
Inasmuch Day between September 13 and October 11.  Dover has brochures.  The Association
will pay for a training kit for any participating Dover church.  

Andrew Getchell (Cornerstone Christian Church) and Lisa Wright (Grace Community
Baptist Church) reported on Inasmuch Days that each of their churches had held.  Both spoke of
following the training kit as a key to a successful Inasmuch Day.  The size of your church, large
or small, does not matter.  It is important to pray about what God wants your church to do.  Six
months (late May/early June)  is ample time to prepare for the September/October dates.  Once
the church commits to holding an Inasmuch Day, the church will identify leaders and projects. 
Anyone can play a role in a church’s Inasmuch Day.  

Emilie Simpson and Sharon McKinley shared that Operation Inasmuch complements the
things that WMU emphasizes—Pray, Learn, Give, Grow, Do.  Allsbrook, McKinley, and
Simpson commissioned Dover churches that have decided to take part in Operation Inasmuch
Virginia and prayed God would bless their work.

Vice Moderator Steve Smith led the closing prayer.  Beth Ward adjourned the meeting at
4:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Waggy, Clerk


