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Monthly Dover Sunday School
Director’s Meeting
Hosted by: Bill Alphin
Fourth Monday Night of each month
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Light supper provided
Next meeting is April 28, 2014
At the Dover Office Building

Dover Senior Adult Luncheon
Tuesday, May 6, 2014, 12 noon
North Run Baptist Church
2100 Lydell Drive, Henrico
Special Guest: OK Chorale
Menu: Box Lunch, Drinks and Dessert
Cost: $6.00
Call the Dover Office at 804-550-1980 to make
reservations by April 25.

VA Baptist Heritage Festival
Friday, May 16, 2014
River Road Church, Baptist
8000 River Road, Henrico
For more information, call 804-289-8434 or visit
www.baptistheritage.org

Dover Office Closed
The Dover office will be closed Friday, April 18
in observance of Good Friday.

Dover Baptist Association Semiannual Meeting
to Commission Operation Inasmuch Churches
Sunday, April 27, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Registration opens at 2:30 p.m.
Oak Hall Baptist Church, 1877 Old Hanover Rd, Sandston 

Dover Baptist Association is encouraging all Dover Baptists to
participate in Operation Inasmuch this Fall. Operation Inasmuch provides
hands-on mission opportunities for people of all ages. Come learn from
some of the Dover churches who have already participated in Operation
Inasmuch.

Dover churches may send voting messengers to this meeting (see
below).  In addition to voting messengers, the Association invites any Dover
Baptist and their guests to share in this inspiring meeting.

Elect your Messengers!  Article 4 of Dover’s Constitution states: 
Each member church shall be entitled to send two messengers to
Annual, Semiannual and special Called Association Meetings.  A
church that contributes at least $400 to the General Fund during the
Association’s previous fiscal year shall be entitled to have three (3)
messengers.  An additional messenger is added for each additional
$400 contribution to the General Fund up to a maximum of seven (7)
messengers for any church.

Raceway Ministries–Cookies, Volunteers, Fans
Central Virginia Raceway Ministries (CVRM) has been granted the

unique opportunity once again to minister through RIR guest services to
over 100,000 race fans during the upcoming April race weekend.

Many volunteers are needed to serve as ambassadors of goodwill, not
just to provide race fans with the practical information about the raceway
complex and services, but most importantly to be a witness of Christ’s love
by offering them a chance to sit down in our tent to enjoy a cold drink and
homemade cookies.

Of course, the volunteers at the track will not have cookies without the
volunteers in the kitchen. Please bake cookies. Place 2-3 medium sized
cookies in clear ziplock-style bags. Label each bag “Compliments of _____
Baptist Church.” (No tracts, please.) Bring the cookies to the Dover Office
April 21-23, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.   

God has opened the door to expanded opportunities for ministry at RIR. 
Dover, Richmond, and Middle District Baptists may respond.  Pray for the
ministry.  Bake cookies.  Invite someone to volunteer with you.

Food Allergy Alert: CVRM appreciates all the cookies, but, if you use
peanuts or a peanut product in your cookies, please note that on the bag.

Please pray about your involvement and share the need with others. 
CVRM will have an Orientation/Training Session on April 8.  Call Billy
Davis at 804-306-1604 and tell him you want to be a part of this ministry
opportunity.  Thank you!



A New Chapter in a Story of Faith

Proverbs 13:12 says, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick,
but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life” (NIV).  Abbie and Sam
Duenckel have lived this.

Many have marveled at their faith.  Abbie said, “When
Sam and I began exploring adoption we had no idea of the
journey that was in store for us.”  It started four years ago. 
They tried adopting a child from another country, but all those
doors closed.  

“We walked through the door that God held open to
us–domestic adoption,” Abbie said.  They connected to a local
agency and completed the home study.  Then they waited. 
The next year they were matched with a birth mother in West
Virginia.  Sam and Abbie traveled to medical appointments
with her.  They even got to hold and feed the newborn baby in
the hospital.  Things did not go as expected, and the birth
mother decided to raise the baby.  Another door had closed.

Later, Abbie and Sam showed their faith again when they
“climbed through an open window” and accepted a new match
with a birth mother from Texas.  The baby arrived in June
2013, but the birth father decided to raise the baby. 

As the Proverb says, closed doors take a toll on the heart. 
They can take a toll on one’s faith too.  In this case, Sam and
Abbie also paid a financial toll for each closed door.  They
paid the expenses of their travel.  They paid agency fees. 
They paid a birth mother’s expenses.  The costs multiplied to a
fearsome total.  Why keep knocking?

Faith perseveres.  Abbie and Sam felt God’s call to
parenthood.  They started to wonder, but they chose to keep
going.  

Neither their wondering, wounded hearts, nor financial
challenges could dissuade them.  Right before Christmas,
God honored their faithfulness with a gift.  They heard that a
third birth mother wanted to know more about them.  They
met her in January, with her baby due in just a few weeks.

Abbie said, “Imagine our excitement and cautiousness
when we found out we had been matched again.” They had
hurdles to jump.  They would get to take the baby home, but
it would be up to six weeks before they would know whether
they would get to permanently adopt the child.

Like their money, the decisions Sam and Abbie made
proclaimed, “In God we trust!” After all the hurdles, losses,
and disappointments, Mallorie Rae Duenckel was born on
Friday morning, February 7, all 7 pounds and 3.9 ounces of
her!  Abbie got to cut the umbilical cord.  How many adoptive
parents can say that?

God has given Sam, Abbie, and Mallorie to each other. 
Sam said, “We thank everyone for your prayers and support
throughout this journey. To say that Mallorie was definitely
worth the wait does not even scratch the surface!! Along the
way we have met some incredible people. We have learned
some of what it is like for birth parents to struggle with their
adoption decision and struggle in other ways.  God has even
used us to help others making journeys like this.”

One might call this a happy ending.  But I think of this as
just the next new chapter in a great story. Mallorie reminds her
parents of that with each new day.  May this chapter and each
one to follow tell about God’s love for each of them—and for
us too.

–Steve Allsbrook

Meeting Islam with “Christian Eyes”

Imagine a Christian woman with her head covered in a
hijab visits a mosque for Friday ummah jummah (community
prayer) for the first time. Muslimas surround her, some already
sitting on the prayer room floor. Then “Ouch!” She registers a
sharp tug on a portion of her hair that has escaped her hijab
(Muslim head scarf). “Haram! Haram! (Forbidden!),”
reprimands a female Muslim teenager, dressed in long colorful
Muslim clothing and “properly adjusted” hijab. The Christian
takes a course offered by the World Religions and Global
Cultures Center at Campbell University Divinity School
through The Beckett Center for Christian Understanding of
Islam in Richmond, Virginia. 

The course, an independent study open to Christians who
want to learn more about Islam, teaches students ways to share
their faith with Muslims. Students receive a certificate from
the World Religions and Global Cultures Center, recognizing
their ability to teach others about Islam and Muslim-Christian
relations. 

One student recently wrote to the Beckett Center, “I
believe teaching Christians about the Islamic faith is very
important to our Christian witness in the world moving
forward. I am also grateful for the books you have asked us to
read and for each writer’s evangelistic desire and loving spirit.
. . . I also look forward to the opportunity to interview a
Muslim and create a two-session workshop on Islam.” 

The Beckett Center began in 1995 by Charles and Jeanne
Beckett, former Baptist missionaries in East Pakistan and

members of Ridge Baptist Church. The Beckett Center
has presented programs to a variety of Dover
congregations and groups, and we appreciate the
Dover Baptist Association for being a financial partner
through the years.
 The Beckett Center, located in the Virginia
Baptist Resource Center at 2828 Emerywood
Parkway, offers guided tours of its museum. The
museum contains cultural and Islamic items from
around the world. A Shi’a flag, presented to the first

Baptist missionary to serve in Iran is in the museum. It
symbolizes the division between Shi’a and Sunni Muslims.
This strained relationship is responsible for much of the
violence in the Middle East.

The museum exhibits also explain the Five Pillars of
Islam. Muslims believe that Allah commands them to perform
all of the actions of the pillars. Muslims learn they receive
merit from Allah by performing these actions. If their merits
outweigh their bad deeds on Judgment Day, Muslims hope
Allah allows them to cross the bridge into Paradise instead of
sent into the fires of Hell. Christians need to understand the
differences between a Muslim eternity decided by merit
(Paradise) and a Christian one offered through grace (Heaven).
Discussion of Islam gives Christians opportunities to reflect on
the love of God and their assurance of eternity with God. 

We encourage you to visit a mosque accompanied by a
Beckett Center staff person and learn about Islam first hand.
The center also offers lectures, and a ten-week course entitled
The Spiritual Challenge of Islam. For additional information
about The Beckett Center, visit www.christiansandislam.org.

–Julia Killian, Director
The Beckett Center



DWMU News
Area V April 9, 10:30 a.m. Four Mile Creek
W/M East April 14, 6:30 p.m. Black Creek
Area IV April 15, 6:15 p.m. Colosse  
W/M West April 28, 7:00 p.m. Winn’s BC, dessert

Mission Friends (4&5 year olds) Event 
“Picnic and Games with Annie”
Saturday, April 5, 2014, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Dover Conference Center
Please call Sue Hall at 804-737-8629 by March 26 to sign up
for this event. 

Dover WMU Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 13, 2014, Sessions at 4:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.
Berea Baptist Church
15475 Ashland Rd, Rockville
Featuring Pat Wright, WMU of Virginia President, (4:00)
and Rita Sweatt (7:00)
Dinner Reservations Required: $6.00 (adults), $5.00 (children
3-10) by April 30

Celebrate 100 years of GA’s, 125 years of WMU and 140
years of WMUV.  Come cheer on WMU ladies and Dover
Pastors in a battle to see who is smarter.  So ladies, bring your
pastor to help cheer on our Dover Pastors.  And come meet
WMUV New Executive Director/Treasurer, Dr. Valerie Carter.

Dinner Reservations Required as there is limited seating. 
Make check to Dover WMU and mail to Theresa Hawkes,
12164 Victoria Hills Rd., Rockville, VA 23146.  Please add
church name, contact person, address, phone number and
number of dinner tickets.

Tim Menzies in Concert
Saturday, May 10, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Hanover High School Auditorium, Mechanicsville
Cost: $5.00

Come hear Tim Menzies in concert as he shares “The Word
and Song”.  Tickets may be purchased at Hillcrest Baptist
Church or online at www.hillcresthanover.org

Positions Available
Cool Spring Baptist Church seeks a part time Cook.  For

more information, please contact Ted Tussey at 804-746-2152
or e-mail ttussey@coolspring.org

Glen Allen Baptist Church seeks a part time Minister of
Youth. Some experience with youth is preferred.  Resumes may
be sent to April Ball at glenallenbaptist@gmail.com

Parham Road Baptist Church seeks a Minister of Music. 
For more information and to schedule an interview, please
contact Spencer Dillard at 804-350-5584.

Second Baptist Church seeks a part-time Pastor.  Please
submit a resume and requests for information to Deacon Yvonne
M. Jones, Second Liberty Baptist church, P.O. Box 236,
Providence Forge, VA 23140 or e-mail by April 25 to
yvonnemjones6724@msn.com

Shalom Baptist Church seeks a part-time Youth Minister. 
For more information, visit http://shalombaptist.net

Pray for These
The Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist
Church and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
April 6 Goochland . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dean Frazeur, Pastor

Tammy Johnson, Adam Phlegar
April 13 Grace Chinese . . . . . . . . . . . . Daniel Chu, Pastor

Carter Tan
Grace Community . . . . . . Guy Holloway, Pastor

Larry Pumpelly
Paul Sheaffer, Brenda Burnett
Mattie Collins, Gay Holloway

April 20 Gwathmey . . . . . . . . . . . . . Butch Hutson, Pastor
Tracy Bradley

April 27 Hardy Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam King, Pastor
Nancy Ames, Cindy Marshall

Hebron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. R. Dockum, Pastor

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to Melinda and Alan Ray and their family on the death of

her brother, Robert Hope, on February 22.  Alan is the pastor of
Ridge Baptist Church.

...to Carol Slaven and family on the death of her mother-in-
law, Dot Slaven, on February 15.  Carol is the Office Manager
of Glen Allen Baptist Church.  

Congratulations
...to Dale and Judy Ashley, the proud grandparents of

Andrew Dale Retzloff, born February 28 to daughter Jennifer
and Steven Retzloff. Dale is the Pastor of Mount Olivet Baptist
Church.

...to Sam and Abbie Duenckel on the adoption of Mallorie
Rae Duenckel.  Sam is the Associate for Missions at Dover
Baptist Association and Abbie is the Minister for Christian
Disciple and Outreach at Ridge Baptist Church.

...to Cindy Marshall on her 10th anniversary as Youth
Director at Hardy Central Baptist Church.

Personnel Changes
Ariana Stowe now serves as Worship Leader at Corinth

Baptist Church.
Rick Allison now serves as Pastor at Deep Run Baptist

Church.
Ryan Clore now serves as Associate Minister of Students at

Mechanicsville Baptist Church.

The Case for Easter (Live Simulcast)
Sunday, April 6, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Cool Spring Baptist Church Fellowship Hall
9283 Atlee Station Road, Mechanicsville

Spend 90 riveting, faith deepening
minutes, with Lee Strobel, Mark Mittleberg
and Dr. Michael Licona as they present
powerful, persuasive and credible evidence
for the resurrection, the very cornerstone of
Christianity.  There is no cost and a free
copy of The Case for Easter is available for
all attending.
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Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Atlee Community Church Mom Me and Atlee (MMA)
group hosted a church-wide food drive for Atlee Actions Packs,
a weekend food program for Hanover County students; and
packed the Atlee Action Packs for delivery.  The KidStuf group
held a free evening of family fun for the kids and their parents.

Berea Baptist Church held a Family Movie Night with a
double feature of  Up and Freaky Friday; and participated in a
prayer walk at the International Learning Center.

Biltmore Baptist Church held a Senior lunch.  Several
adults attended the Ivan Parker concert at Northside Baptist
Church.  The church will celebrate their 85th anniversary on
April 27 with an Anniversary Service and lunch following in the
Fellowship Hall.

Broadus Memorial Baptist Church hosted CARITAS;
and held a Bluegrass Gospel Hymn Sing. Several men attended
the “2014 Men’s Impact Wildfire Weekend” in Lynchburg.  The
youth attended the “Journey” High School Retreat at Eagle
Eyrie.

Colosse Baptist Church held a Marriage Retreat in Nags
Head, NC. 

Cornerstone Christian Church held a yard sale to raise
money to send several members to Belize; and several men
attended “Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Conference”.

Dover Baptist Church Kid’s Stuff traveled to Lexington
Court Nursing Home and shared music and valentines with the
residents; and participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring and
collected $78 and 203 cans of soup.

Fort Lee Baptist Church held a Baby Bottle Campaign for
the Pregnancy Resource Center and raised $1,942.76; held a
Mission Fair and Meal; and collected and filled an SUV full of
shoes for Africa.  Members of the Friendship Cafe traveled to
Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens for lunch.  The youth held a
Sweetheart Banquet for the widows and widowers in the church;
and held a bake sale with proceeds for M-Fuge Summer Camp. 
The Youth Handbell Choir held a Pancake Supper; and visited
Good Neighbor Village and performed for the residents.

Church News (cont.)
Glen Allen Baptist Church youth held their annual yard

sale and also sold barbecue.
Goochland Baptist Church youth assembled bags for the

Massey Cancer Center in Richmond.  The children visited a few
of the elderly members from the church and delivered goody
bags.

Westhunt Baptist Church began a new ministry by
packing 25 bags to deliver to Longan R.C. Elementary School to
be distributed to children who are on the free lunch program to
have healthy meals on the weekend.  The Women of Westhunt
(WOW) cooked a meatloaf meal for CARITAS.  

Crown Financial Ministries Partners
with Christian Credit Counselors

Crown Financial Ministries has partnered with
Christian Credit Counselors (CCC), who, for more than 23
years, has helped over 300,000 people get out of debt in
less time through their resources, personalized budgeting
and Debt Management Plan.  CCC’s Debt Management
Plan can help lower monthly payments and interest rates,
stop late fees, reduce debt faster, and stop creditor calls, all
without negatively impacting your credit score.

CCC is a Nonprofit 501(c)(3) credit counseling agency
that was created to help individuals and families regain
control of their finances.  Your privacy is CCC’s number
one priority; they never have and never will sell or give
your personal information to anyone.

For more information, contact Randy Rowekamp at
rrowekamp@crown.org or visit the Christian Credit
Counselors’ website www.christiancreditcounselors.com

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


