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Hepler Scholarship
Applications 
Due by March 14, 2014

The scholarship will go to a member of a
Dover Association church pursuing a college or
graduate degree.  Applications for the 2014 W.
Paul Hepler Scholarship must be received in the
Dover Office no later than Friday, March 14,
2014 by 4:30 p.m.  Visit www.doverbaptist.org
or contact the Dover office for information and
an application.

2014 CVBM VBS Director’s
and Teachers Workshop
Monday, March 3, 2014, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Mount Vernon Baptist Church 
11220 Nuckols Rd, Glen Allen 23059
Arrive at 6:00 p.m. for pizza (RSVP required)

For more information and to make
reservations for pizza, contact Gayle Bradley at
gaylebradley1@comcast.net

Daylight Savings Begins
March 9

Deacon-Pastor Conference
Monday, March 17
Second Baptist Church
9614 River Rd, Henrico
Theme - “Chosen for Service” – Acts 6:3

 5:45 P.M. Registration and Snacks
 6:30 P.M. Opening Remarks
6:45 P.M. Session I
7:45 P.M. Refreshment Break
8:00 P.M. Session II

Conference Fee $5.00–Pay at the Door
For more information contact Dover Baptist Association 

or visit www.cvbm.org

Raceway Ministries–Cookies, Volunteers, Fans
Central Virginia Raceway Ministries (CVRM) has been granted the

unique opportunity once again to minister through RIR guest services to
over 100,000 race fans during the upcoming April race weekend.

Many volunteers are needed to serve as ambassadors of goodwill, not
just to provide race fans with the practical information about the raceway
complex and services, but most importantly to be a witness of Christ’s love
by offering them a chance to sit down in our tent to enjoy a cold drink and
homemade cookies while listening to a Christian musician or be entertained
by a clown or juggler, to read the Christian testimony of their favorite driver
or view an inspiring video, to participate in worship services, or to receive
crisis counseling, leading them to ultimately know HIS transforming
presence.

As in the past, CVRM invites you to participate by asking for your help
by making cookies.  We are asking that church mission groups, Sunday
School classes, youth groups, etc. volunteer to make “homemade” cookies
and bag these in small clear zip lock plastic bags with 2-3 medium sized
cookies each.  Put a label saying “Compliments of _________ Baptist
Church” on the outside of each bag.  (Dover Baptists may bring their bags
of cookies to the Dover Office April 21-23, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.)   

God has opened the door to expanded opportunities for ministry at RIR. 
Dover, Richmond, and Middle District Baptists may respond.  Pray for the
ministry.  Bake cookies.  Invite someone to volunteer with you.

Food Allergy Alert: CVRM appreciates all the cookies, but, if you use
peanuts or a peanut product in your cookies, please note that on the bag.

Please pray about your involvement and share the need with others. 
CVRM will have an Orientation/Training Session on April 8.  Call Billy
Davis at 804-306-1604 and tell him you want to be a part of this ministry
opportunity.  Thank you!



Friendly Baptist Church Finds Help

The members of Friendly Baptist Church think of FBC as
a very friendly church.  A group of like-minded Baptists
formed FBC in 1889 about a half-day’s carriage ride outside of
Richmond.  Surrounded by farms and rolling hills, the
beautiful area was home to friendly people. 

It stayed that way for a long time.  Then people started to
move beyond the city.  New suburbs developed near the
church.  After the war, FBC joined up with other like-minded
churches known as the Dover Baptist Association.  The post-
war years were a good time for churches.  Communities were
growing, and churches were thriving.  The economy
strengthened.  Most respectable people were church members. 
Sure, like all churches, FBC had its ups and downs over the
years, but they were friendly. 

Later, things changed again.  The community changed. 
The subdivided farms morphed into aging subdivisions. 
Virginia developed a new expressway near the church.  A lot
of friendly people continued to move away or die off.  Today,
the people who moved into that community do not think of
FBC as friendly, if they think of the church at all. 

Every change brings some stress.  With all the changes,
FBC has felt it too. The pastor moved to another church,
quickly followed by two short-tenured pastors.

The church called Dover.  Steve Allsbrook helped them
get organized for the interim time and trained the pastor search
committee.  

Steve helped connect them with Sam Duenckel.  Sam ran
a custom demographic study for the church which helped them
better understand their community and discover its needs. Sam
also helped FBC develop a website so their neighbors can
learn more about them. FBC has become a more community-
friendly church and started a new ministry. Their members feel
really good about that.

Sam connected the new pastor and other church leaders
with training opportunities. The pastor and deacons held a
retreat at the Dover Conference Center, less than an hour from
the FBC parking lot, with Steve Allsbrook.  Church leaders
contacted Bill Alphin who met with them about ways to
develop and improve ministries, told them about leadership
training events, and worked with the pastor and Sunday School
director.

Claude Evans and Bill Corey invited the pastor to a
ministers support group meeting.  One of them visited the
church and met the pastor’s family.  The other one arranged an
orientation to Dover Baptist Association and its ministries. 
The pastor and deacon chair have their phone numbers, along
with those of Steve, Sam, and Bill, to call on as needed.

I made up this little story about Friendly Baptist Church,
but Dover’s resources are real. Many Dover Baptists have
found Dover helped them with a question, problem, decision,
or planning.  The money that Dover Baptist churches share
with the association provide the staff and resources to respond
to such requests without the church in need having to ask,
“Can we afford their services?” 

Remember, any Dover church can contact the association
for help.  Every gift to Dover helps make these services
available. Thank God for our Baptist cooperative spirit, and
thank you for sharing your resources with Dover.

—Bill Alphin

Sabbath Keeping

First things are very important.  We remember our first
teacher, our first kiss, our first car, and so on. The very first
thing God proclaimed as holy was the Sabbath. The Living
God, creator of heaven and earth, rested on the seventh day
and deemed this day as sacred. The Sabbath was God’s most
precious present to us.

We live in a 24/7 connected culture that makes rest and
Sabbath keeping very difficult. Part of the reason is the
technology at our disposal. We can check emails, search the
web, and say “Hi” to hundreds of “friends” on Facebook.
What would a day without opening our computer, using our
cell phone or watching cable TV look like?

Every person needs a day to rest and to be attentive to
God’s activity in the world. In his book, The Sabbath, Rabbi
Abraham Heschel writes, “The Sabbath is a reminder of the
two worlds, this world and the world to come; it is an example
of both worlds.  For the Sabbath is joy, holiness, and rest; joy
is part of this world; holiness and rest are something of the
world to come.” (Abraham Heschel, The Sabbath pg, 19)
     Sabbath keeping is an opportunity for us to “rest in the
Lord.”  This is a special type of rest in which we do not
participate in any activity related to earning a living.  The Old
Testament understanding of Sabbath was it is to be a day
without commerce. On the Sabbath we should not check work-
related emails, nor complete that unfinished project, nor work
on a sermon. The Sabbath is God’s gift to us for rest and
restoration.
     Every Pastor should have a day designated as their Sabbath
day.  It has to be a day other than Sunday because Sunday is a
work day for all pastors. The pastor’s Sabbath day is a day
when the congregation should refrain from contacting the
pastor and the pastor should refrain from going in to the
church office. 
     Every church member needs a Sabbath day too.  Sunday is
the day the Christian church designated as Sabbath in honor of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Every Sunday is supposed to
be a mini-Easter.  It is a day when we worship the Living God
and a day when we are called to rest from our labor. 
     The blue laws that once prevented commerce on Sunday do
not exist anymore.  Sports activities once forbidden on Sunday
are now scheduled regularly. Because our culture ignores this
important biblical mandate, the discipline of Sabbath keeping
lies squarely on our shoulders. 
     Keeping the Sabbath prepares us for heaven. It gives us a
“glimpse”of eternity.  On the Sabbath, we should spend time
in prayer, practice silence, read our Bible, and enjoy the world
around us.  These are the ways we spend time with God.  The
joy of heaven will be continually being in God’s presence. 
     Other ways to practice Sabbath keeping might be to take in
a play, visit an art gallery, enjoy a walk in the woods, or spend
quality time with our family.  Just as God looked over all He
had created and declared it to be good, we should take in
God’s beautiful world and stand in awe of our marvelous
creator.

The Sabbath was given to us by God for our benefit and
for God’s glory, therefore let us honor our Lord by keeping the
Sabbath.

—Vallerie King
Pastor, Emmaus Baptist Church



Pray for These
The Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist
Church and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
March 2 Dover . . . . . . . . . David Clippard, Interim Pastor

Donna Martin, Brennan Scott
Debbie Thompson, Janice Gordon

East Gate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Catherine Lee, Pastor
Angie Moore

March 9 Elon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Randy Secrist, Pastor
Beth Reed, Sharon Secrist

March 16 Emmaus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vallerie King, Pastor
Sylvia Coates

Faith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Hester, Pastor
March 23 Fort Lee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Jordan, Pastor

Tony Wheller, Susan Nowell
Michelle Hancock

March 30 Four Mile Creek . . . . . .  Sam Grozdanov, Pastor
Emmanuel Dudkin, Ross Jenkins

Nancy Foster, Jackie Horst
Glen Allen . . . . . . . . . . Timothy Norman, Pastor

Carol Slaven, Debbie Gordon
Tim Cooper, Laura Cooper, Jan Kessler

Congratulations
...to Sylvia Coates on her 45th anniversary as Minister of

Music at Emmaus Baptist Church.
...to Shirley Mills on her 30th anniversary as Secretary at 

Mount Olivet Baptist Church.

Personnel Changes
Frank Goare now serves as Pastor at Hunton Baptist

Church.
Derek Gordon has concluded his ministry as Minister of

Church and Family Life at New Highland Baptist Church.
Felicia Taylor now serves as part-time Children’s Minister

at Mount Olivet Baptist Church.

Positions Available
Berea Baptist Church seeks a full time Associate Pastor

for Family Ministry.  Interested candidates may submit resumes
to searchteam@berea-baptist-church.org by March 1.

Black Creek Baptist Church seeks a part time youth
minister. Please e-mail resumes to PMM1002@aol.com

Cool Spring Baptist Church seeks a part time Cook.  For
more information, please contact Ted Tussey at 804-746-2152
or e-mail ttussey@coolspring.org.  The church also seeks a part
time Children’s Ministry Associate.  For more information 
e-mail hr@coolspring.org.

Glen Allen Baptist Church seeks a part time Minister of
Youth.  Some experience with youth is preferred.  Resumes may
be sent to April Ball at glenallenbaptist@gmail.com.

Parham Road Baptist Church seeks a Minister of Music. 
For more information and to schedule an interview, please
contact Spencer Dillard at 804-350-5584.

DWMU News
Area V April 9, 10:30 a.m. Four Mile Creek
W/M East April 14, 6:30 p.m. Black Creek
Area IV April 15, 6:15 p.m. Colosse  
W/M West April 28, 7:00 p.m. To Be Announced

Women’s Mini-Retreat
Saturday, March 22, 2014, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Dover Conference Center
11006 Lakeridge Parkway, Ashland
Cost: $10 (includes refreshments, lunch & supplies)
Join us as we renew our spirits after a long, hard Winter.  We
will Connect - to others in our community; Commit - to being
servants of God; Celebrate - the beauty and uniqueness of being
women of God.  Contact Sharon McKinley at 804-798-6518 by
March 14 (after 7:00 p.m.) To sign up for this event.

Mission Friends Event
“Picnic and Games with Annie”
Saturday, April 5, 2014, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Dover Conference Center
Please call Sue Hall at 804-737-8629 by March 26 to sign up
for this event. 

Dover WMU Annual Meeting
Tuesday, May 13, 2014, Sessions at 4:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.
Berea Baptist Church
15475 Ashland Rd, Rockville
Featuring Pat Wright, WMU of Virginia President, (4:00)
and Rita Sweatt (7:00)
Dinner Reservations Required: $6.00 (adults), $5.00 (children
3-10) by April 30

Celebrate 100 years GA’s, 125 years WMU and 140 years
WMUV.  Come cheer on your WMU representatives in WHO
IS SMARTER...pastor or WMU members.  

Dinner Reservations Required as there is limited seating. 
Make check to Dover WMU and mail to Theresa Hawkes,
12164 Victoria Hills Rd., Rockville, VA 23146.  Please add
church name, contact person, address, phone number and
number of dinner tickets.

Baptist Ministry Assistants of Virginia
Spring Conference & Retreat
March 19-21, 2014
Quality Inn & Suites, 708 Atlantic Avenue, Virginia Beach
Cost: $75.00 (member), $90.00 (non-members)
Additional fee for optional hotel room (call 757-428-8935 and
mention BMAV to get $79.00 rate)
Visit http://bmav.wordpress.com for more information.

Operation Inasmuch Training
Saturday, March 29, 2014, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Richmond Baptist Association
3111 Moss Side Avenue, Richmond
Facilitator: Dr. David Crocker, Founder of OIM.
For more information, visit www.operationinasmuch.org
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Hold the Date
Virginia Baptist Heritage Festival
Friday, May 16, 2014
River Road Church, Baptist
8000 River Rd, Henrico 23229

The Virginia Baptist Heritage Festival will celebrate all that
God has done through Virginia Baptists since sending the first
Baptist minister to Virginia 300 years ago.

The Virginia Baptist Historical Society will hold its 2014
Annual Meeting on Friday evening, May 16 at River Road
Church, Baptist.  The following day, VBHS will host a
celebration of all that God has done through Virginia Baptists
since sending the first Baptist minister to Virginia 300 years
ago. 

The celebration includes activities for all ages.  Features
include music, displays, and interactive features for children. 
Connect to Baptist "treasures" in the care of the Virginia Baptist
Historical Society that link three centuries of Baptist work in
and beyond Virginia.  Contact the Virginia Baptist Historical
Society, 804-289-8434, or visit www.baptistheritage.org for
more information.

Entrust Financial Credit Union
Announces $2,000 Contest

Entrust Financial Credit Union, believes that every young
person should experience the challenges and transformation of
participating in missions. That is why we are providing you with
an exciting opportunity to win $2,000 towards your youth
group’s mission trip!

The Create for Christ video grant contest challenges each
participating youth group to produce a creative video that is less
than 3 minutes long and answers the question, “What would you
do for the Kingdom of God if you had $2,000?” Videos will
receive votes through Facebook, allowing your youth to share
their video and promote missions in your church. 

Visit www.entrustfcu.org/createforchrist, e-mail
jkarrer@entrustfcu.org, or call 804-278-4714 for more details.

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!..

Antioch Baptist Church held a “Souper Bowl” contest and
collected 490 cans of soup for FISH; and held Scout Sunday. 
The youth held a Lock-in with movies, games, and food.

Black Creek Baptist Church held a Deacon Ordination
Service for 10 new deacons.  The youth partnered with the
CIA’s to pack hygiene bags and food items and distributed them
to the homeless.

Hunton Baptist Church will celebrate “Homecoming” on
Sunday, March 30 at 11:00 a.m. followed by a covered dish
lunch in the fellowship hall. 

Northside Baptist Church “Loaves & Fishes” food
ministry gave out out 101,283 pounds of food in 2013.  The
church will host Gaither Homecoming Singer Ivan Parker in
concert on Friday, March 7 at 7:00 p.m.

Second Liberty Baptist Church hosted Friday Night at the
Movies in celebration of Black History Month; and are holding
Mid-Day Adult Bible Study on Wednesdays.

Virginia Baptist Library Association
Spring Conference
April 4-6, 2014
Eagle Eyrie Baptist Conference Center, Lynchburg

Register directly with Eagle Eyrie. For more information,
visit http://vbla.wordpress.com.

Dover Senior Adult Luncheon
Tuesday, May 6, 2014, 12 noon
North Run Baptist Church - 2100 Lydell Drive, Henrico
Special Guest: OK Chorale
Menu: Box Lunch 
Croissant Sandwiches (Chicken Salad, Ham and Cheese, Roast
Beef), Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Drinks and Dessert
Cost: $6.00
Call the Dover Office at 804-550-1980 to make reservations by
April 25.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


