
More Than Cookies

What comes to mind
when you think of raceway
ministry? Cookies! But
raceway ministry is more
than cookies.

It starts with a personal
relationship to Jesus Christ.

Everyone who has a leadership role in this ministry knows that
raceway ministry starts with His love for us and others.

The connection between ministry leaders and Richmond
International Raceway staff forms the basis of our cooperative work.
Through their mutual trust and respect Central Virginia Raceway
Ministries gets the opportunity to serve during race weeks.
Cooperation is a key to successful ministry.

Logistics play a big part. Many pieces and plans have to come
together before the fans arrive.

Of course, we could not provide the ministry without the resources
to make it possible. That starts with volunteers! It includes cookies,
tents, tables, chairs, food for volunteers, recreational vehicles,
monetary donations, and more.

Other ministry leaders connect with church leaders and
congregations. They welcome opportunities to tell the story and invite
you to visit, volunteer, and support the ministry.

All these pieces fit together to make raceway ministry a success.
After a race, the coordinating team members evaluate and begin
planning for the next race. The work between races includes recruiting
volunteers, enlisting support, confirming assignments with track
leaders, publicizing the ministry, arranging for equipment, and training
ministry workers.

“Many hands make light work,” and, when race week arrives,
dozens of ministry workers share the load. Some help set up the main
site. Others welcome campers and serve as campground chaplains.
Volunteers greet guests, answer questions, and offer free cookies and
water. They make the children’s carnival happen. Disaster Response
volunteers prepare meals for ministry workers. Golf cart drivers move

guests with mobility needs. Chaplains check on those with medical
needs in the Care Centers, help in times of crisis, and provide a
listening ear or spiritual comfort.

What purpose does all this serve? Twice each year, RIR turns into
one of the largest cities in Virginia with a population of tens of
thousands. Raceway ministry is the “church” in this temporary city–
the people of God mingling with people God has sent our way.

How many people will
read the name of your
church on cookie bags?
How many thousands of
people have seen the
Virginia Baptist Disaster
Response Feeding Unit in
operation over the years?
A multitude of people have been touched by this ministry. Add their
friends, relatives, co-workers, Facebook friends, and others—this
ministry goes a long way!

Does it make a difference if we remind people that God loves
them? John Johnson, known as “the cookie man” at RIR, would say it
does. God gave John and other raceway ministry volunteers a heart for
people and a desire for them to meet Jesus. Where else can you give a
cup of water in the Name of Jesus to so many people in such a short
time?

Has God given you a
heart for people? Will you
pray for them, mingle with
them, or bake them a
cookie?

Please pray about your
involvement and share this
article with others. Learn
more about this ministry
and arrange a speaker for

your church. We want every Dover, Middle District and Richmond
Baptist to know that raceway ministry is more than cookies.

-Steve Allsbrook


