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Inclement Weather Policy
Whenever Hanover County Public Schools

close due to weather conditions, the Dover
Association Office may also close or change
office hours.

Office Closed for Holidays
The Dover Association Office will be closed

Monday, January 20, in observance of Martin
Luther King Day.  We will reopen on Tuesday,
January 21.

Monthly Dover Sunday School
Director’s Meeting
Hosted by: Bill Alphin
Fourth Monday Night each month
6:30 to 8 p.m.
Light supper provided
Next meeting is January 27, 2014
At the Dover Office Building

Operation Inasmuch Training
March 29, 2014
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Richmond Baptist Association
3111 Moss Side Avenue, Richmond 23222

Facilitator: Dr. David Crocker, Founder of OIM.

2014 Pastors’ Conference
Featuring: Rev. Rick Fisher
January 13, 2014
10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
New Highland Baptist Church
9200 New Ashcake Road, Mechanicsville 23116
Conference fee: $10 (includes lunch catered by Chick-fil-a of Ashland)
Pastors from the Richmond area are invited to attend.

Rev. Rick Fisher will lead the conference. This will be a time for
fellowship and spiritual enrichment for pastors. Rick will lead two sessions
and have a time for dialogue.

Rick Fisher serves as the Vice President for Administration at Blackaby
Ministries Intl. Rick serves churches, associations, and corporations with
focuses in the areas of leadership development, revival, and prayer. 

You may RSVP now by calling (804) 550-9601 or e-mail:
admins@newhighlandbaptist.org

Free Movie Screening For Dover Ministers
February 11, 2014 - 7 p.m.
New Highland Baptist Church
9200 New Ashcake Road, Mechanicsville 23116

All Dover pastors and staff ministers are invited to attend a free movie
screening of God Is Not Dead. This movie opens in theaters in March. God
Is Not Dead is about a college freshman who refuses to sign a statement in
his Philosophy class that “God Is Dead”. The professor makes him defend
his faith in a Living God several times before the whole class. 

There is limited seating, so please RSVP by February 5. You may
RSVP by calling the Dover office at (804) 550-1980 or e-mail
sam.duenckel@doverbaptist.org.

Virginia Baptist Ministers Discussion Group
February 24-25, 2014
Roslyn Retreat Center
8727 River Road, Henrico 23229

Dr. Dan Bagby will facilitate discussions on the “Biblical Theology of
Marriage”. The group will use Dr. Bagby’s book, Beyond the Myths:
Journey to Adulthood, as a resource. Please visit www.vabaptistdiscuss.org
for more details and to register.

Save the Date

2014 Pastor-Deacon Conference
March 17, 2014
Second Baptist Church 
9614 River Road, Henrico 23229
More details to follow.



Laborers Together, Laborers with God

1 Corinthians 3:9 says "we are laborers together with
God."  This is the essence of partnership missions.  We are
laborers together.  This means God calls us to partner with one
another to accomplish His mission in the world.  None of us is
nearly as efficient or effective individually as we are
collectively, when we work together.  As important as the
beginning of Paul's statement is, the second part is even more
crucial.  We are laborers with God.  This means that we are
not only involved in doing the Lord's work, God promises that
we work in His strength and according to His direction.

Dover Baptist Association has been actively engaged in
partnership missions for quite some time.  This enables us as a
family of local churches to extend our combined efforts
around the world.  In the past six years we engaged at various
times in missions partnership with fellow Baptists in Canada,
South Africa and here in the United States.  Our work with
fellow Baptists in Toronto and Baltimore enables us to aid in
work that touched urban settings. Jeffrey Fololo, a church
planter, seeks to strengthen and sustain a church ministry in
rural South Africa. Our partnership in the form of salary
support and ministry assistance for Jeffrey, allows us to reach
beyond the urban areas into smaller towns and villages with
the Gospel.

Currently, we work in partnership with The Union of
Christian Baptists of Macedonia.  We provide some salary
assistance for young leaders who work with Marco and Tina
Grozdanov through the ministry of Good News Baptist Church
there.

The Partnership Missions Committee seeks to not only
establish and encourage missions partnerships, but also to
assist churches as they seek to carry out the missions
endeavors to which they believe God is calling them.  Through
Partnership Missions Scholarships for either individuals or
churches, you provided resources that help many churches and
individuals minister all over the world. Most recently Dover
churches participated in mission work in Haiti and Thailand. 
Dover Baptists truly labor together with God.

The Partnership Missions Scholarships exist for two
primary purposes.  First, they help Dover Baptists engage in
mission work both here and around the world. They provide
some financial assistance in the cost of doing missions. 
Second, these scholarships provide incentive for churches and
individuals who have not been actively engaged in partnership
missions to consider the possibility.  By hopefully removing
some of the financial barriers that come along with partnership
missions, we hope to engage more  Dover Baptists in the
exciting opportunities offered in various missions endeavors.

I encourage churches to consider involvement in
Partnership Missions.  Apply for Partnership Missions
Scholarships so that you can be involved.  We seek to engage
as many Dover Baptists as possible in first time missions
opportunities.  Encouraging first time involvement in
partnership missions will be a strong focus of the committee as
we do our work this year. 

Several churches plan to partner with Macedonian
Baptists in the coming year.  Let's make this a banner year in
partnership missions among Dover Baptists! 

—Alan Ray
Ridge Baptist Church

Hearing God

Did the title of this article catch your eye?  Have you ever
heard God speak?  Have you ever felt God was speaking to
you, but then explained it away as something else?  Have you
struggled to hear God speak; perhaps thinking that you never
have heard from God?  Read on.

In January 2013, the Deacon Body at New Highland
Baptist Church began the Experiencing God study by Henry
and Richard Blackaby.  We did not know it then, but we were
embarking on a year full of hearing God.  The study is focused
on building an intimate, personal relationship with a Living
Person we call God.  As the relationship is built, students will
begin to realize that God is always at work around us and
speaks to us in many ways.  From this foundation of a loving
relationship with a Loving God, students begin to make
adjustments to orient their lives to God.  This God-centered
orientation leads to hearing God speak, obeying His
commands and experiencing Him.

As we studied together, God spoke to the deacons.  He
said “Share this study with My entire Body at New Highland.” 
We listened, obeyed and experienced God at work.  We
developed plans to share the Experiencing God study
church-wide.  We needed $5,500 that was not in the budget for
materials.  God spoke to the Stewardship Committee.  They
listened and said, “Do what you need to do in order to bring
this study to the Body.” After the committee’s act of
obedience, God spoke to an individual who listened and
donated $3,500 to the church.  God spoke to our Missions
Committee.  They listened and allocated $2,000 to the study. 
God was speaking and He provided $5,500 in less than one
week.

As we continued to listen to God’s voice in preparation
for the church-wide study, He said “Focus the Body’s attention
on this study so they can truly experience Me.”  We listened
and obeyed.  We cancelled all meetings for the fourth quarter
of 2013.  We ended up having one or two essential meetings. 
This allowed students to clear their calendars and focus on
truly experiencing God.

In September 2013, over 260 adults, youth and children
embarked in unity to hear God by way of the Experiencing
God study.  We set up regular times in our worship services so
that we could hear from the Body regarding how God was
speaking to them.  We heard about how God spoke to a
woman and said, “take this study.”  Then He worked out all of
the details.  We heard about how God told a couple to give a
full tithe.  They obeyed and God blessed them.  We heard
about how God told a young man to go on an international
mission trip.  We heard about how God told the young man’s
parents to have faith and entrust their son to God’s Mighty
Hands.  We heard about how God told the chairman of our
Stewardship Committee to bring the budget to the church in a
totally different way.  The chairman and the committee
listened and obeyed.  

We heard God speak because we got ourselves oriented to
His Voice.  We have learned that God is always speaking.  We
have learned that it is our job to sit still and listen.  Psalm
46:10 says, “Be still and know that I am God.”  We are
working on that at New Highland and we are hearing God.

—Steven Dillard
New Highland Baptist Church



Pray for These
The Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist
Church and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
January 5 Arabic Baptist . . . . . . . . . William Khalil, Pastor
January12 Ashland, First Bruce Queen, Int’l. Interim Pastor

Fred Horn, Barbara Hollowell
Dack Axselle, Evelyn Castle

Lisa Reckley, Joanie Tompkins
Ken LeFevre, Betty Stadnick

Linda Ficklin, Barbara Massey
Atlee Community . . . . . . . . Jeff Boggess, Pastor

Mark Tapscott, Amber Nunnally
Gina Sykes, Tonya Carey

Mike Abbamonte, Danielle Boggess
Thomas Vecchione, Nathan Boggess

Neal Shaner, Lil Harris, Nelson Parker
Ross Wright, Mary Walker, Ras Peel

January 19 Berea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Hughes, Pastor
Peggy Peck, Andrea Hollins

January 26 Beulah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ed Shepard, Pastor
Judy Shepard, Roxanne Elliott, Anna Burgess

Biltmore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dennis Stamey, Pastor
Anita Sharpe, Ernie Lewis

Michael Stinson, Mary Lou Warman

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to Tyler Burkett and his family on the death of his father

Carl Burkett on December 3. Tyler is the Associate Pastor and
Minister to Students at New Bethesda Baptist Church.

...to the family of Karen Ann Whitaker who passed away on
November 27.  Karen was a Day Care Worker at Four Mile
Creek Baptist Church.

Congratulations
...to Brenda Brown on the birth of her granddaughter, Pilar

Addison Brown on December 12.  Brenda is the Minister of
Music at Mechanicsville Baptist Church.

...to Sylvia Coates on her 45th anniversary as Minister of
Music at Emmaus Baptist Church.

...to Tom Gaskins on his 15th anniversary as Pastor of
North Run Baptist Church.

2014 Virginia Baptist Handbell Festival 
February 15, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Broadus Memorial Baptist Church
5351 Pole Green Rd., Mechanicsville
Director: David Weck
Cost: $29.00 (with lunch)/$23.00 (without lunch) per ringer. 
(Minimum program fee of $100 per church)
Send completed VBMB registration form to the Virginia Baptist
Mission Board, Office of Worship and Church Music Ministries,
by January 31 with program fee.  For more information or to
register on-line, visit www.vbmb.org. 

Entrust Promotes Financial Freedom 
Let’s make 2014 a year of financial freedom. Let’s make

wisdom our financial motto.  Entrust Financial Credit Union
offers a variety of financial seminars throughout the year.  Visit
www.entrustfcu.org for more information.

WMU January Mission Project Idea:
THE GRAY HAVEN: their Mission: is to provide hope and
restoration to survivors of human trafficking in Central Virginia
(Sex trafficking and labor trafficking).  Join the project by doing
fundraisers and/or donations.  Go to thegrayhaven.org and learn
more on how you can help.

Dover WMU Hat Workshop
February 22, 2014, 10:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Dover Conference Center
11006 Lakeridge Parkway, Ashland
Cost: $20.00 for supplies
Ages: 10 years old and up

Come learn how to make a hat to share with others.  The
cost includes a loom kit and yarn (for WMU to provide the
materials) or you can buy your own at Walmart or any craft
store.  If you have your own loom and 2 hanks of yarn (4 ply),
there is NO CHARGE.  Deadline to register is February 10,
2014.  Call Carol Longest at 804-746-3097 with questions or to
sign up.

Dover WMU Annual Meeting
May 13, 2013, Sessions at 4:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M.
Berea Baptist Church
15475 Ashland Rd, Rockville
Featuring Pat Wright, WMU of Virginia President, (4:00)
and Rita Sweatt (7:00)

Personnel Changes
Brenda Jennings has concluded her ministry as Childcare

Director at Mechanicsville Baptist Church.
Jeremy Smith has concluded his ministry as Associate

Pastor for Family Ministry at Berea Baptist Church.
Charles Ward has concluded his ministry as Pastor at

Pamunkey Indian Baptist Church.

Positions Available
Atlee Community Church seeks a Student Ministry

Director for middle/high school students.  For more information,
contact Mark Tapscott at 804-730-3676.

Berea Baptist Church seeks a full time Associate Pastor
for Family Ministry.  Interested candidates may submit resumes
to searchteam@berea-baptist-church.org by January 31.

Cool Spring Baptist Church seeks a part time Cook.  For
more information, please contact Ted Tussey at 804-746-2152
or e-mail ttussey@coolspring.org.  The church also seeks a part-
time Music Associate and part-time Worship Leader.  For more
information, e-mail HR@coolspring.org.

Cornerstone Christian Church seeks candidates who are
energetic and passionate about seeing children and youth
develop a fervant, biblically grounded, mission-oriented
spirituality that is reflected in all aspects of their life.  Some
experience with children and youth.  Resumes may be sent to
Les Redfern at cccpastorles@verizon.net.

First Baptist Church of West Point seeks a full time
pastor.  Master of Divinity and experience is preferred.  For
more information, instruction and an application, visit our web
site at http://www.fbcwestpoint.org.
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2014 IRS Mileage Rates
The Internal Revenue Service has issued the 2014 optional

standard mileage rates used to calculate the deductible costs of
operating a car, van, pickup or panel truck for business,
charitable, medical or moving purposes.  Beginning January 1,
2014, there will be a slight decrease - a half cent - from the 2013
rate for business, medical and moving expenses.  The standard
mileage rates will be 56 cents per mile for business miles driven,
23.5 cents per mile driven for medical or moving purposes, and
14 cents per mile driven in service of charitable organizations.  

Visit www.irs.gov for more details.

Hepler Scholarship Applications 
Due by March 14, 2014

The scholarship will go to a member of a Dover Association
church pursuing a college or graduate degree.  Applications for
the 2014 W. Paul Hepler Scholarship must be received in the
Dover Office no later than March 14, 2014.  Visit
www.doverbaptist.org or contact the Dover office for
information and an application.

Carolyn Hollins Memorial Scholarship 
Dover’s WMU has started a memorial scholarship with

WMU of Virginia in the name of Carolyn Hollins.  The
scholarship will help campers attend WMUV’s CrossRoads
Camp and Conference Center.

If you would like to contribute to this scholarship fund,
please make your check payable to Dover Baptist Association
designated for the Carolyn Hollins Memorial Scholarship. 

Carolyn Hollins actively supported missions on every level. 
Thank you for considering a gift in her memory to help young
people learn about and connect to missionaries and the work of
missions through the WMUV camp.

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Ashland, First Baptist held a blood drive; and hosted the
OK Chorale Christmas Concert.  The men held a breakfast with
speaker Marvin Thomas, BRIDGES Ministry to Haiti. 

Emmaus Baptist Church mailed 75 “shoe boxes” to
residents of Lee County, VA containing Christmas gifts for 209
children; held a “Silent Auction” for International Missions; and
delivered 10 Sunshine baskets for their shut-ins.

Hardy Central Baptist Church Jam and Jelly group sold
close to 500 quarts of brunswick stew; and helped fill bags for
“Stop Hunger Now”.

Legacy Fellowship International will hold a Prayer and
Worship service January 17 and 18 at 6:00 p.m.  They invite
everyone to come join them in the prayer room as they pray in
worship, intercession, creativity and song.

Oak Hall Baptist Church O.A.K. Sewing Group made
several items to fill 50 shoe boxes; made several items for four
families in the Sandston area; made 33 chemo caps for the
Virginia Cancer Institute; made 18 blankets for the Catholic
Charities; made 18 pillowcases for the MCV Children’s Center;
and made 49 items for ShareChristmas.org.

Pioneer Baptist Church WMU “Dorcas Sister’s” group
held a Lottie Moon Auction and Dinner; held a Lottie Moon
Post Office; and exceeded their Lottie Moon Offering Goal.

Poplar Springs Baptist Church had six children and
several adults participate in the “Children’s Walk for the
Homeless” and raised $285.55.

Shalom Baptist Church collected items for the Bland
Ministry Center; and sent several members on a mission trip to
the Bland Ministry Center to deliver the donated items.

West Point, First Baptist held a Living Nativity; and
several members traveled to Newport News Park to see the
Celebration of Lights.  The youth held a weekend lock-in.  The
WMU put together Christmas Food Baskets for the needy
people of the community.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


