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2013 Leslie and Hazel Watson
Offering for Dover
Association Missions

Goal: $28,700.00
Received: $24,410.13

On behalf of every ministry recipient and those to
whom they minister, thank you!

Office Holiday Schedule
The Dover office will close for Christmas and
New Year’s holidays, December 23-January 1.

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the
clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over
Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”

4 He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for
then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.

5 And he will be our peace
– Micah 5:2, 4-5 (NIV)

May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace 

as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.
– Romans 15:13 (NIV)

We thank God for you!
Merry Christmas!

Sandy, Sue, Peggy, Bill Alphin, 
Bill Corey, Claude, Sam, and Steve



Thank you, Carolyn!

They needed a bigger room.  I arrived at the funeral home
thirty minutes early for the service celebrating the life of
Carolyn Hollins.  I spoke to family and church family
members.  The chapel was nearly full.  I took a seat in the
overflow area at the back.  As the seats around me filled, the
folding partition behind moved, opening the last space.  

“How fitting,” I thought.  Carolyn Hollins deserved to
have a crowd at her funeral.

I recall an old minister telling me that, as the years piled
up, funerals got harder as people who had served alongside
him died.  That came to mind as Pastor Todd Combee helped
us remember Carolyn and celebrate God's work in her.

The words of an old Gospel song kept echoing in my
mind, “Lord, I hate to see her go.”  I am not the only one who
hates to see Carolyn Hollins go.  I heard it from the family and
her peers at New Bethesda Baptist Church, and I heard it from
others who, like me, were not related to her.

Her family will miss her most, with her Baptist family
right behind them.  It would be fair to say Carolyn’s Sunday
School class and New Bethesda WMU members have lost
more than Dover and Virginia Baptists–but not by much. 
WMU has lost a champion–a woman who prayed for, gave to,
taught about, volunteered in, and in every other way I can
think of supported taking the Gospel anywhere and
everywhere.  She had led Dover’s WMU and, in 1999, led
Dover’s World Missions Conference team.  Carolyn helped
WMUV send mission offering materials and resources across
the state.  She served two terms as a member of the Virginia
Baptist Mission Board.

Dover has a great team of leaders.  Carolyn has been an
inspiring part of the team.  She served on our Nominations
Committee.  I thought it a tribute to her when she became one
of Dover’s trustees.  She was part of the fabric of Dover
Baptist Association and New Bethesda Baptist Church.  Todd
Combee and I will miss her.  We will miss how she shared
herself and her talents and how she encouraged each of us.

The Apostle Paul made a list of people who played a
significant role in his ministry.  Romans 16 begins, “I
commend to you our sister..., a servant of the church...I ask
you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints...,
for she has been a great help to many..., including me.” 
Carolyn Hollins was a great help to many, including me.

Carolyn said, “My car and my time are dedicated to
service in Christ’s name.”  She also said, “I have had my share
of sadness and disappointment in life, but the blessings cover
them.”  Her car’s license plate read “IDATM.”  “That’s how I
take it,” Carolyn said, “one day at a time.”

Hebrews 13:7 says, “Remember your leaders, who spoke
the word of God to you.  Consider the outcome of their way of
life and imitate their faith.”  New Bethesda needs living saints,
people who live their faith in Christ.  They pray, give, teach,
go, and serve in many other ways.  Your church needs them. 
Dover Baptist Association needs people like that too.

In Exodus 4, God asked Moses, “What is that in your
hand?”  What time, talents, and resources do you have to use
in God's service?  

Carolyn answered that question.  What do you say?
–Steve Allsbrook

Days Off?

I looked forward to the time away.  Like any job, my
work takes a toll.  My first Dover sabbatical in 2005 served its
purpose, benefitting me and my work.  Seven years later, the
thought of getting away for an extended leave filled my mind
with wonderful ideas.  To me, it felt something like children
with “visions of sugar plums [dancing] in their heads.”

Sabbatical time is rooted in the Bible.  It comes from the
noun “sabbath,” and that comes from the Hebrew verb “to
rest.”  Today, sabbatical usually refers to a period of rest and
refreshment during which one may study, retreat, and
experience release from his or her usual duties.

As stated in Dover Baptist Association’s Personnel
Manual, Dover provides sabbatical leave for full-time Field
Ministry Staff members “for study or personal development
and rest.”  This year, Dover also gave Executive Assistant
Sandy Weakley a study leave.  Sandy used her time to learn
about the work of ministry assistants during a crisis (e.g., a
church fire or the death of the pastor).  I think Dover sets an
excellent example for its churches in granting such time away. 
Pastors, staff ministers, and ministry assistants can all return to
work refreshed and better equipped for their ministries.  

I had some “big picture” plans for my sabbatical.  First, I
wanted to spend time with current and former association
ministry partners in Toronto, Baltimore, and Macedonia.  I
thought of it as a combination of volunteer mission trips, visits
with friends, and sightseeing.  I expected to spend at least five
weeks on these trips.  

Next, Dover Baptist Association had completed its multi-
year outreach campaign we called the Dover Connections
Project.  I wanted to write a comprehensive report about it.  I
think it important to preserve the story of the Dover
Connections Project.  It is a significant part of Dover's history. 
It is an inspiring story filled with more inspiring stories, and it
is worth telling as a model for others to learn from.

I hoped to have two or three weeks left to use for vacation
or travel.  My wife and I like to go to the beach, and we
wanted to take a longer trip too.

The work does not stop when you go away.  I find it
easier to take my sabbatical time in smaller blocks, not all at
once.  Dover had a great staff team who covered some of my
work in 2005.  Today, we have more staff members to share
the work.  Sam Duenckel and Sandy Weakley picked up more
than others.  Claude Evans, Bill Corey, and Bill Alphin helped
with the field ministry, and some things got delegated to Sue
Hall and Peggy Etheridge.  Outside of the office, I think my
absences have gone virtually unnoticed.  (Churches usually
use interim staff for extended staff absences.)

Even with such a competent staff and advance planning,
my sabbatical has not gone as planned.  I did not get to make
any of the mission trips.

I recall an article that Tim Brendle wrote for the “Dover
Diary” in 1999.  Tim, then pastor at Ridge Baptist Church, had
a sabbatical that did not go as planned.  He said, “I selected
books to read, chose recreational activities, and identified a
place of retreat where I would spend my time away.  I
imagined a time of rest and reflection, a time to hear the still,
small voice of God in a fresh way.”  

Just as he started his time away, Tim’s aunt became very
ill.  He took on the role of caregiver to a family member. He 



had expected to grow spiritually through solitude. 
 Instead, Tim grew spiritually through servanthood.  He

said, “The way my aunt faced death with courage and faith was
a powerful witness to me.”  Tim described his sabbatical as
“time away from the busy-ness of ministry” that led to new
insights and different choices.  He changed, and his minstry
changed.

My sabbatical has not gone as I had planned.  At the
beginning of this year I got asked to serve on Virginia Baptists’
Governance Study Committee.  My related duties consumed two
of my thirteen weeks in scattered days.

My wife Kathy and I took a very pleasant week in February. 
We imitated the “snowbirds” who leave winter in the north,
enjoying sunny weather and the fragrances of jasmine and
orange blossoms along the way.

Spring came.  We learned that one of my sisters expected to
have surgery in the summer.  With my mother and other
siblings, Kathy and I planned to do our part to help that sister
during her surgery and recuperation.  Ten days before my
sister’s operation, my mother fell and broke her hip.  We lost a
member of the caregiving team and had to care for a second
patient on short notice!  That consumed all the free time I had
planned for the summer and more.

Kathy and I did take a vacation week at the end August, but
even that was different.  Instead of an entire week alone, our
children and grandchildren joined us.  We had a great time, but
we did not get any rest.

I plan to use the remaining weeks this year to complete the
Dover Connections Project report.  I have the time away, and I
hope to complete the writing as the year, and my sabbatical,
come to an end.

I am grateful for the extra time to have been a husband, son
and brother, father and grandfather.  It felt good to serve Christ
by serving our Virginia Baptist family.  I seldom have time to
review and reflect before moving on to whatever I need to do
next, so I feel blessed to have time to immerse myself in the
Dover Connections Project.

Even though it did not go as planned, God and Dover
Baptists blessed me with a second sabbatical year.  I am
grateful.  In the years ahead, I pray that somehow God will use
my blessings to bless Dover Baptists too.

—Steve Allsbrook

Pray for These
The ministers of Baltimore Baptist Association churches,
Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist Church
and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
December 1 Walnut Grove . . . . . . . Scott Spencer, Pastor

Trey Bearden, Craig Simpson
Danny Minten, Mary Pollard

Pam Burris, Kristi Bowles
December 8 Western Hanover . . . . . Terry Sharpe, Pastor

Doris Sharpe, Michael Shiflett
December 15 West Point, First . Bob Collins, Int. Interim

Phillip Higgins, Gavin Vickery
December 22 Westhunt . . . . . . . . . . . Anna Miller, Pastor

Deborah Wickham, Florence Shepherd
December 29 Antioch . . . . . . . . . . . . John Johnson, Pastor

Connie Lambert, Wellford Dowdy

Dover WMU Hat Workshop
February 22, 2014, 10:00 a.m.
Dover Conference Center
11006 Lakeridge Parkway, Ashland
Cost: $20.00 for supplies
Age: 9 years old and up

Come learn how to make a hat to share with others.  Call
Carol Longest at 804-746-3097 to sign up.

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to Robert Blaylock and his family on the death of his

mother Ruth Temple Blaylock on October 26.  Robert is the
Praise Team/Media Ministries Director at Ridge Baptist
Church.

...to the family of Carolyn Hollins who passed away on
October 30.  Carolyn served in many roles with Dover Baptist
Association, New Bethesda Baptist Church, and WMUV for
many years.

...Cindy & Les Redfern on the death of her mother Nancy
Whitlow on November 10.  Les is the Pastor of Cornerstone
Christian Church.

Personnel Changes
Dr. David Clippard now serves as Interim Pastor at Dover

Baptist Church.

Positions Available
First Baptist Church of West Point seeks a full time

pastor.  Master of Divinity and experience is preferred.  For
more information, instruction and an application, visit our web
site at http://www.fbcwestpoint.org.

Cornerstone Christian Church seeks candidates who are
energetic and passionate about seeing children and youth
develop a fervant, biblically grounded, mission-oriented
spirituality that is reflected in all aspects of their life.  Some
experience with children and youth.  Resumes may be sent to
Les Redfern at cccpastorles@verizon.net.

The Living Nativity
December 6 and 7, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Broadus Memorial Baptist Church
5351 Pole Green Road, Mechanicsville

Broadus invites you to experience the birth of Jesus as the
true reason to celebrate Christmas.  This free guided tour walks
through a half mile of eight interactive scenes with over 70
costumed cast members and live animals!  A hospitality area
will serve guests hot chocolate, coffee, and holiday treats as well
as provide additional children’s activities.  For more
information, call 804-779-2700 or visit
www.broaduschurch.org.

Free Medical Equipment
If you know of anyone in need of free medical equipment

(electric hospital bed, wheelchair-standard, walker), contact
Lonnie Tucker at 804-441-4267 or lonnietucker@comcast.net.
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Save the Date!
2014 Pastors’ Conference
Featuring: Rev. Rick Fisher

January 13, 2014
10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
New Highland Baptist Church
9200 New Ashcake Road | Mechanicsville 23116

Pastors from the Richmond area are invited to attend.

Rev. Rick Fisher will lead the conference. This will
be a time for fellowship and spiritual enrichment for
pastors. Rick will lead two sessions and have a time for
Q&A.

Rick Fisher serves as the Vice President for
Administration at Blackaby Ministries Intl. Rick serves
churches, associations, and corporations with focuses in
the areas of leadership development, revival, and prayer. 

More details will be announced soon. You may
RSVP now by calling (804) 550-9601 or e-mail:
admins@newhighlandbaptist.org

Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Beaverdam Baptist Church honored their veterans and
spouses with a “Veterans Honor Breakfast”; and sent a mission
team to Hampton, KY to help rebuild from a tornado.

Berea Baptist Church sent a mission team to Thailand. 
The youth hosted “They Came Running” in concert.

Biltmore Baptist Church ladies traveled to Mount
Vernon Baptist Church for the “Ladies Christmas Dinner” and
saw Christmas Through the Eyes of a Child.

Broadus Memorial Baptist Church celebrated their
Senior Adults with a luncheon and a program; and held the
Community Thanksgiving Service with their friends from
Shalom Baptist Church, New Bethesda Baptist Church, and
Hanover Friends. 

Hardy Central Baptist Church Jam & Jelly group
traveled to Urbanna Baptist Church to work with the
International Puppet team.  The children and youth performed
the play “Thanksgiving For Silas”.  The youth traveled to
Edenton, NC to see “The Newborn King” Christmas Play.  

Mattaponi Indian Baptist Church held “Camouflage
Sunday”; and held their “Annual Giving Thanks” meal at the
Tribal Center.

Mount Vernon Baptist Church women presented
Christmas Through A Child’s Eyes with lunch and a silent
auction.  The Men’s “A” Division Softball Team finished its
year by winning the “A” Division for the 9th year in a row and
also won the “A” Division Tournament this year.

New Bethesda Baptist Church Agape Circle held their
Operations Christmas Child Store again this year for members to
purchase items for their shoe boxes.

Pioneer Baptist Church held their Lottie Moon Dinner
and Auction; and held the Community Thanksgiving Service
with Rev. Sam King of Hardy Central Baptist Church as
speaker and the choir from Poplar Springs Baptist Church.

Shalom Baptist Church collected new, unwrapped toys
for the children of Bland.

Westhunt Baptist Church hosted the Laurel-Glen Allen
Thanksgiving Service.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


