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230th Annual Meeting
Sunday, October 27, 2013
Little Elam Baptist Church, 8840 Church Lane, Charles City 23030
Registration begins at 3:30 p.m.
Afternoon Session begins at 4:00 p.m.
Dinner by reservation $5.00 per person.

Menu: Grilled Chicken, Green Beans, Mashed Potatoes, Roll, Dessert 
Make reservations with the Dover Office by October 18.

Everyone is welcome to attend.

Elect your Messengers!  Article 4 of Dover’s Constitution states: 
Each member church shall be entitled to send two messengers to Annual,
Semiannual and Special Called Association Meetings.  A church that
contributes at least $400 to the General Fund during the Association’s
previous fiscal year shall be entitled to have three (3) messengers.  An
additional messenger is added for each additional $400 contributions to the
General Fund up to a maximum of (7) messengers from any church.  Others
may attend also.  Bring your messengers and others from your church to
share inspiration and joy as we celebrate how Dover Baptists help reveal
Christ by doing missions together.

Training Session
Saturday, October 26,  9:00 a.m.-Noon
Dover Conference Center
11006 Lakeridge Parkway, Ashland

Operation Inasmuch is a national nonprofit that employs proven
models to motivate, train, and equip churches to move more members out of
the sanctuary seats and into the streets to serve the neediest in their
communities.

Operation Inasmuch is also a movement of churches across America,
a Compassion Revolution.  Over 1600 churches in 21 states have joined the
Revolution.  405 of these churches reported that they collectively sent out
more than 22,000 volunteers in 2011 to minister to 116,000 people in their
communities, representing $3M in labor hours and material costs.  Lives
within and without these churches changed!

Operation Inasmuch - Virginia is a statewide hands-on missions
opportunity sponsored by the Virginia Network of Associational Workers. 
The goal is for 80% of Associations to have 80% of their churches
committed to involving 80% of their average Sunday School attendance
across Virginia. These Inasmuch Day events will serve more than 300,000
people in need.

Visit www.operationinasmuch.org to learn more about Operation
Inasmuch United - Virginia.  

How to Contact Us
Phone:     804-550-1980 or 

Toll Free 888-556-2493
Fax: 804-550-1314
Mail: 11006 Lakeridge Parkway

Ashland, VA 23005
E-mail: dover.info@doverbaptist.org

bill.alphin@doverbaptist.org
claudelevans@gmail.com
peggy.etheridge@doverbaptist.org
sandy.weakley@doverbaptist.org
sam.duenckel@doverbaptist.org
steve.allsbrook@doverbaptist.org
sue.hall@doverbaptist.org

Web Site: www.doverbaptist.org

Clergy Appreciation Day
October 13

Please take this opportunity to express your
gratitude and appreciation to the pastor and staff
ministers at your church!

Leslie and Hazel 
Watson Offering for 
Dover Association Missions

Goal: $28,700.00
Received as of September 19:

$17,970.87

Annual Church Profiles Due
October 1
Please complete your church’s ACP online or
return the paper copy to the Dover Office by
October 1. That will allow us to include your
church’s ACP information in Dover’s Book of
Reports.  For more information or assistance,
contact Sue Hall at the Dover Office.  Thank
you!



Talk About a Crisis!

Imagine if one of the following scenarios occurred at your
church:
A pastor is suddenly killed in an auto accident
A sanctuary ceiling caves in
A church building catches fire
A church splits

But the bulletin still needs to be done by Sunday!
In each case, a church’s ministry assistant had a sudden

crisis to deal with.  The Ministry Assistant (church secretary,
administrative assistant, or similar role) still has to function,
even at a time like that.  People and tasks need attention
despite the fact that she, like everyone else, is having a crisis
too.

In many cases, a ministry assistant has served the church
longer than the pastor. Sometimes she is the first to know of
the crisis.  Late in the night an anxious church member woke a
ministry assistant to share news of a death in the church
family.  She asked, “Have you called the pastor?”  “No,” the
caller replied, “I wouldn’t want to wake the pastor.”

Where can a ministry assistant turn for help?  I asked
myself that question, and I did not have an answer.

Dover Baptists do a remarkable job of taking care of their
staff team.  For my fifteenth anniversary, the Association
granted me a study leave.  I proposed a research project.  I
wanted to interview ministry assistants who had survived
crises, to learn from them and their experiences.  They might
teach me something to help other ministry assistants.  The
Association generously gave me the equivalent of four weeks
off and some money for expenses.  I am very grateful.

Where would I begin?  With my contacts and a little help
from others, I identified people I might interview, ministry
assistants and people who know something about their
ministry.

More than one asked, “How did you pick me?”  During
one interview I learned that the crisis had only happened the
week before.  (Given the timing, I think God put that
appointment on both our calendars.)

Several said, “You are the only one who has ever asked
me.”  That someone asked meant a lot to them.  They had
stories to tell, and my interview gave each of them a place to
tell it and someone who cared to listen.  Most had never shared
their feelings about the crisis with anyone.  Who can they
share with?

We met one-on-one, somewhere they could feel at ease. 
They did not want me to solve their problems.  Mostly they
just wanted to talk.  Some told me things they had never told
anyone.  Each told me how the crisis affected them and their
work.  They also told me about their need for the emotional
support they never received.  For all the heartache, the stories I
heard also spoke of inspiring things like churches and church
members uniting during a crisis.

Just listening took a lot out of me.  I felt drained.  I
wanted to help, but how?  I realized I could raise the 
awareness of church members and leaders about the emotional
needs of their ministry assistants.  Through my work in Dover,
I can also help churches find some resources to help meet
those needs.

Like our ministers, Dover Baptist Association has a staff
team willing to listen to ministry assistants.  I also want

Dover’s Ministry Assistants to know that the Association
thinks it important to help them know one another.  Each year
we invite them to a luncheon where they can learn and share.

There are several organizations just for Ministry
Assistants.  I have a passion about Ministry Assistants 
joining and participating in these organizations which provide
us training, support, and networking opportunities.  March 19-
21, 2014, the Baptist Ministry Assistants of Virginia will hold
its conference–“Relating Well”–in Virginia Beach.  (See
www.bmav.wordpress.com for details.)  The National
Association of Southern Baptist Secretaries (NASBS) holds its
next biannual conference April 22-25, 2015 in Branson, MO. 

Put money in the church budget or take up a love offering
to help your church ministry assistants get there. It will bless
them and bless the church when they return. 

I thank God and Dover Baptists for the study leave which
let me conduct this research.  I am deeply grateful to the
ministry assistants who shared their stories.  I could not have
done this without my colleagues at Dover, especially Sue and
Peggy, who shared my work in my absence.  All encouraged
me to look for ways churches can do a better job of caring for
their ministry assistants. 

God calls ministers and ministry assistants alike.  One
shared with me that each morning she prays for God to use her
to help whomever walks through the church doors that day.  If
you have a ministry assistant, look at the passion she brings to
her ministry and count your blessings!  

–Sandy Weakley

Poplar Springs Celebrates Centennial

I represented Dover Baptist Association on September 1
as members of Poplar Springs Baptist Church celebrated their
one hundredth birthday. I read a letter from Dr. Steve
Allsbrook commemorating their special occasion. Three
hundred and fifty people attended the services. 

The afternoon service was a time of celebration and
challenge. A Slovak music group from New York provided the
special music for both worship services. Of special interest
was an instrumental solo on an antique dulcimer.

Dr. Fred Anderson, Executive Director of the Virginia
Baptist Historical Society, displayed a document declaring that
the First Slovak Baptist Church of Richmond was formed and
constituted in 1913. The church’s name evolved several times
over the years. They adopted the name “Poplar Springs” in
1950. Poplar Springs maintains a connection with the
Czechoslovak Baptist Convention of the United States and
Canada. English became the primary language spoken from
the pulpit in the 1940s.

Poplar Springs contributed toward the formation of
Kentwood Heights Baptist Church and Tree Ridge Community
Church. Poplar Springs Baptist Church was one of the arson
victims in 2004. They dedicated their new sanctuary in 2009.
The church began the first of several mission trips to Standing
Rock Indian reservation in the Dakotas in 2010. The Dock
ministry began in 2011. This ministry continues to serve
boaters on the James River during the summer. Poplar Springs
enjoyed a long and fruitful ministry during their first hundred
years. May God continue to bless them as they seek His
guidance moving forward.

– Bill Corey



DWMU News
Area I October 1, 10:30 a.m. Goochland
Area V October 9, 10:30 a.m. Fort Lee
W/M East October 21, 6:30 p.m. Antioch
October 5 Youth/Acteens Fellowship
November 1-2 Women’s Get-away, Eagle Eyrie
November 2-3 WMU Annual Meeting &Women’s Get-away,

Eagle Eyrie
November 4 Woman’s Day of Prayer, Mechanicsville

10:30 a.m. till Noon

2013 Youth/Acteens Fellowship 
AFRICAN ADVENTURE
Saturday, October 5, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Poplar Springs Baptist Church
5270 Charles City Rd, Henrico 23231
Speaker - Lisa Pumpelly, International Mission Board
Youth Grades 6 through 12

Play “people bingo” and other games.  Make a Mission
Project to send to Africa.  Make and take a “Bead of Life”
keepsake.  RSVP to Cindy Marshall at cindy-hcbc@comcast.net
or call 804-795-2806 (home) or 804-513-9471 (cell).

H.O.P.E. Regional Training Event
October 19, 9:00 a.m.-Noon
New Bethesda Baptist Church
9019 New Bethesda Road, Mechanicsville

H.O.P.E. (Helping Other People Everywhere) is a regional
workshop designed to engage churches in new ministries that
reach their communities, provide renewal for existing ministries,
and to develop mission leadership. 

Pastors, Church Leaders, Mission Leaders and Volunteers
are welcome to attend.

For registration, call WMUV at 1-800-255-2428, ext. 8267
or e-mail wmuv@wmuv.org.  Please call Sharon at 798-6518 or
Emilie at 559-6091with any questions.  If you didn’t register,
please don’t let that stop you from coming.

GA, RA, CA, Rally
Saturday, October 26, 2013, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
North Run Baptist Church
2100 Lydell Drive, Richmond, VA 23228
Registration at 9:45 a.m.
Kicking off the year with TELLING THE STORY

Please contact Judy Clark at 804-262-9335 for more
information.

Introductory Restorative Justice
Training
Friday, October 18, 2013 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 19, 2013 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Mount Vernon Baptist Church
11220 Nuckols Road, Glen Allen, VA 23059

The Virginia Center for Restorative Justice is holding a 10
hour restorative justice best practice training in Dialog Circles
and Family Group Conferences.  To register, please contact Judy
Clarke at Judy.clarke@vcrj.org.

Pray for These
The ministers of Baltimore Baptist Association churches,
Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist Church
and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
October 6 Ridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alan Ray, Pastor

Robert Coffman, Phyllis Coffman
Robert Blaylock, Theresa Altland

Louise Crooks, Abbie Duenckel, Lindsay Ray
October 13 Samaria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jay Hurley, Pastor

Kevin Brown, Rhonda Canady, Donna Turner
October 20 Second Liberty . . . . . . . . . . . . . Without a Pastor

Joy Middleton Taylor, Rhonda Davis
 Sharon Jordan, Yvonne Jones

October 27 Shalom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Miller, Pastor
Lisa Tucker, Jeffrey Farrier

Jean Dart, Alyx Christian

Congratulations
...to Ted and Britta Doughtery on the birth of their son

Cooper Marshall on September 13. Ted is the Pastor at
Taylorsville Baptist Church.

...to Jesse and Heather Flury on the birth of their daughter
Charlotte Elise on September 11. Jesse is the Minister of Junior
High Youth at Cool Spring Baptist. Church.

...to Larry and Sharon Pumpelly on the birth of their
granddaughter Serenity Joy on August 20. Larry is the Minister
of Discipleship & Missions at Grace Community Baptist
Church.

Personnel Changes
Grace Bunyan, Minister of Mobilization & Discipleship, and

Joan Bowles, Director of Youth Ministries, have concluded their
ministry at Shalom Baptist Church.

Ashley Harper now serves as Director of Children and
Youth at Northside Baptist Church.

Jay Patrick Hurley now serves as Senior Pastor at Samaria
Baptist Church.

Positions Available
Berea Baptist Church seeks a full time Associate Pastor

for Family Ministry.  Interested candidates may submit resumes
to searchteam@berea-baptist-church.org by October 15.

Biltmore Baptist Church seeks a part-time Music &
Worship Leader/Piano Accompanist. Strong vocal and
instrumental proficiency is needed. Send resumes and/or inquires
to Biltmore_personnel@verizon.net.

Dover Baptist Church seeks a Pastor. Please submit five
copies of your resume before November 1, 2013 including a
brief testimony and statement of beliefs to Dover Baptist Church,
Attn: Search Committee Chair, P.O. Box 96, 635 Manakin Road,
Manakin-Sabot, VA 23103.

Kentwood Heights Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Worship Leader. A formal music education is preferred but not
required; experience in blended music is required. Send resumes
and/or inquires to smitty5263@kentwoodheights.org.

Northside Baptist Church seeks a part-time Church
Custodian. Send resume or letter of interest to Northside Baptist
Church, ATTN: Personnel, 7600 Studley Road, Mechanicsville,
VA 23116. 
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Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Ashland, First Baptist held a community yard sale and a
blood drive.

Biltmore Baptist Church sent a team of 16 adults and
youth to the Bland Ministry.

Broadus Memorial Baptist Church held a Senior Adult
Retreat with Dr. Don Runion, Pastor of Mount Vernon Baptist
Church as their special guest; held a blood drive; and held a
FUN!Friday for the children (babies-5th grade). The youth
attended Youth EnCounter (YEC). The church is holding
Upward Soccer and are thrilled to have around 100 children
signed up to play this fall.

Colosse Baptist Church held their Revival services with
Rev. Phil Peacock, Pastor of Broadus Memorial Baptist
Church as their guest speaker and special music each night,
including The Corinth Baptist Church Ensemble, The
Custalow Brothers, Lin & Dawnie Smith and much more. The
WMU held a “Back to School Shopping” for clothes and school
supplies. The Young at Heart traveled to Lancaster, PA for
several days.

Cool Spring Baptist Church hosted Jessica Cox, an
International Keynote Speaker who was born without arms but
now flies airplanes and drives cars.  The Sister Act Sunday
School Class hosted “Pack the Truck” shower for CARITAS.

Corinth Baptist Church held their Homecoming service
followed by a covered dish luncheon; and had a booth at the
New Kent County Fair. Christian Babin put up a flagpole in
front of the Welcome Center as his Boy Scout Eagle Project and
the church held a Flag Raising Ceremony following their
worship service.

Deep Run Baptist Church WMU prepared 78 bags of
cookies for the Central Virginia Raceway Ministry.

Emmaus Baptist Church held “Family Softball Day”
along with food and beverages.

Faith Baptist Church held Ladies Night Out and watched
“Esther the Movie”.

Church News (cont.)
Fort Lee Baptist Church men went camping at Rock

Cliffe Farm in Concord, VA.  The youth held ad cookout and
pool party; and took part in S.T.O.R.M. (Sending Teens Out to
Reach the Masses).  The Chancel Choir went to Hanover
healthcare to sing for one of their members.

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church children had a pool
party and hosted CARITAS.

Goochland Baptist Church held their 4th Dogs Day.  The
youth sold drinks and baked goods at the “Field Day of the
Past”.

The Gathering 
Thursday, October 17, 2013
Winfree Memorial Baptist Church
13617 Midlothian Turnpike, Midlothian
Understanding and Managing Change,  9:30 a.m.-Noon
Finding Solutions to Congregational Stress, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Speaker: Dr. David Brubaker
For more information and/or reservations contact Middle
District Baptist Association, 804-276-8481, visit their website at
mdba.org or e-mail mdba@mdba.org.

Member Appreciation Day at Entrust 
Thursday, October 17, 2013, 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Entrust Financial Credit Union
1801 Dabney Road, Richmond

Member Appreciation Day is October 17, but you don’t
have to be a member to join in on the fun.  Stop by and say
“Hi”, pick up some free food, and Shred some important
documents while you’re here.  
FREE Shred Truck - 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
FREE Chick-fil-A - 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
FREE gelato ice cream truck - 2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

If you have any questions about the event feel free to call
804-278-4714 or e-mail jkarrer@entrustfcu.org.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       


