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Leslie and Hazel Watson
Association Missions Offering 
Goal: $28,700

Hold the Date for the 2013
CVBM Leadership
Development
Conference
Monday, September 23
Bon Air Baptist Church
2531 Buford Road
Richmond

Entrust Helps You Combine
Missions Giving with Your
New Car Loan

Entrust Financial Credit Union offers auto
loans at rates as low as 1.99% APR. Half of your
first auto loan payment goes directly to the Lottie
Moon Offering for International Missions.  You
can give up your old car, give to missions, and
give your wallet the ease of banking with Entrust
Financial Credit Union.  

Visit www.entrustfcu.org/higherpurpose, call
804-353-8012, or e-mail efcu@entrustfcu.com.

Student Addresses Wanted!
Many new high school graduates from Dover churches will seek more

education.  They will enter a college or technical school.  Dover’s Student
Ministries Council wants to send each of them information about Baptist
Collegiate Ministry.  Baptist Collegiate Ministry provides a Christian
community in higher education settings.

While Dover’s Student Ministries Council wants to send a care package
and information about Baptist Collegiate Ministry to every Dover high
school graduates, we need your help.  We cannot send the care packages
and related information unless we have names and contact information. 

Will you help?  Will you or your church send the names and contact
information for the graduating seniors and other young adults from your
family or your church family going to some form of higher education?  It
would really help us to have the names and contact information by July 15. 
We promise to use that information only to send them the packages and help
connect them with Baptist Collegiate Ministries.  Please, send each
student’s name, home address, e-mail address, and the name of the college
or school he/she will attend to ridgeeducation@comcast.net or mail it to
Abbie Duenckel, Dover Baptist Association, 11006 Lakeridge Parkway,
Ashland, VA 23005.  Thank you!

A Marriage Enrichment Event

Michael and Amy Smalley–Live and In Person
“The Surprising Way to a Stronger Marriage”
When: Friday, August 16, 7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 17, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Where: Mechanicsville Christian Center
              8061 Shady Grove Rd,  Mechanicsville

The First Things First Marriage Coalition is partnering with more than
20 area churches to bring Michael and Amy Smalley for "The Surprising
Way to a Stronger Marriage" event. The following topics will be covered:

• Why Marriages are Miserable
• The Power of One
• Resolving Your Toughest Conflicts
• Creating a Marriage Worth Being In
• The Secret to Sexual Intimacy

Couples throughout the Central Virginia region are invited to attend a
seminar that inspires them to experience the kind of love and passion God
desires for their relationship. 

Reduced cost for churches:  Churches may purchase advance discount
bulk tickets for just $25 per ticket (individual tickets are $30 and increase to
$35 after August 2).  The minimum is 20 tickets for 10 couples, and
churches must purchase their bulk tickets by August 2.  To register and get
more information, www.firstthingsrichmond.org or call (804) 288-3431.



Ministry Assistants “Rest, Restore,
and Renew” at Ridgecrest

Editor’s Note: Dover sent our association ministry
assistants to the National Association of Southern Baptist
Secretaries conference at Ridgecrest, the Southern Baptist
Conference Center in North Carolina.  Sandy Weakley serves
Dover as Executive Assistant.  Peggy Etheridge and Sue Hall
also serve Dover as ministry assistants. Theresa Sassard from
Baltimore Baptist Association and Brenda Green from Middle
District Baptist Association went with them.

We thank Dover Baptists for the opportunity to attend the
2013 National Association of Southern Baptist Secretaries
(NASBS) at Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center.  Every
other year, the NASBS offers a conference to help ministry
assistants connect, learn, worship, and grow. This year more
than 200 ministry assistants from 19 states attended the
conference.

We could choose one of the three tracks offered: the
standard track, the certification track, or the financial track. 
The standard track offered seven classes that covered
professional, spiritual, and personal growth.

Sandy chose the standard track.  It included a class called
“The Wounded Ministry Assistant.” This year Dover has given
Sandy a study leave. She has chosen to interview ministry
assistants who have experienced church-related or personal
crises. This class complemented Sandy’s research project. 

Sandy had another class called “iPad - There’s A Ministry
for That.”  Her other classes covered topics such as legal
issues, social media, personal safety, professional publications,
personal safety, and retirement.

This was the first time Peggy had gotten to attend and her
first visit to Ridgecrest.  She said, “It was an awesome
experience.  The mountains were beautiful, the hotel had a
‘homey’ feel to it, and the food was delicious.” 

Peggy took the certification track that covered a total of
18 class hours.  “Our teacher was wonderful,” Peggy said. 
“She took her time teaching, helping, and listening to us.”  The
class consisted of 6 modules and concluded with a test
consisted of over 100 questions.  Peggy said, “After our tests
had been graded, our teacher congratulated us and ‘pinned’
each of us with a Certified Ministry Assistant pin. 

Sandy, Sue, and Peggy saw old friends and made new
ones from Virginia and beyond.  The conference gave them
time and helped them relax, learn, and worship together in a
wonderful setting that reminded them of God’s presence and
gave them a sense of the peace that passes understanding. Sue
grew up in the mountains of Virginia, so she felt very much at
home.

The large group times focused on the theme “ Rest,
Renew and Restore.”  Rita Sweatt, the conference worship
leader and a pastor’s wife, built her messages around being
“Clothed in Christ.”  She used a mannequin dressed all in
black. Each article of clothing she took off the mannequin
represented sinful parts of our lives, spiritually undesirable
qualities such as anger, malice, and slander. After she had
removed all the sinful clothes, Rita replaced each with a white
article of clothing.  She labeled these spiritually desirable
qualities–compassion, kindness, humility, patience, gentleness,
and forgiveness. With each piece of clothing, both black and
white, she gave us scripture references to refer to as needed. 

Rita said, “Now we need to put on love and bind these all
together.”

Sandy, Sue, and Peggy said, “Thank you, Dover Baptist
Association, for allowing us to be a part of this wonderful
event.  We hope more ministry assistants from Dover churches
will have the opportunity we had.  Start planning now–that
means time away and the cost of the trip–to send your ministry
assistants to the NASBS Conference in 2015.”

–Sandy Weakley, Sue Hall, and Peggy Etheridge

Book Review

Soulcraft by Bill Plotkin
Bill Plotkin grew up in North Carolina and claims he

found “religion” but didn’t find “spirituality.”  During his
college days in the Northeast, Bill continued to search for his
spiritual bearings, even exploring Eastern religions.  Bill’s
graduate studies focused on depth psychology.  

Now with a Ph.D., he could have stayed in the university
setting or continued his research, but he felt called to a more
natural setting during a visit to the Southwest.  The strong
landscape features of the American Southwest desert spoke to
Bill’s inner being.  For the next two decades he led nature
tours as he explored the inner and outer wilds of our world.  
      Plotkin said the deepest part of our being is our “soul,” and
it resonates with the natural world.  For Plotkin, a person can
find God by looking outward and upward. God’s spirit is all
around us and God’s works can be seen in this wonderful
world He created.  

God can also be found by looking inward and downward
to the center of our being. Plotkin said our “soul” is where our
deepest longings and yearnings spring into consciousness. We
know our deepest selves as real and pursue the vision of our
inner self.

Plotkin has formulated a group of “crafts” he believes will
help us listen to our souls. Once we listen to our soul we are
more in sync with our soul’s direction. The end result is a life
that is “soul centered.”  

Plotkin’s “soulcrafts” include solitary nature experiences
that free us from distractions. The nature experiences include
fasting and journeys lasting several days.  Another craft he
recommends is council work. This craft includes group-
sharing in which persons take turns speaking and only the
person holding “the talking stick” may speak.  Dr. Plotkin
recommends sacred speech. This means no chit chat about the
weather but deep speech about the purpose of one’s life,
relationships, and our soul stories. Plotkin believes that such
intentional efforts will help us live our lives guided by our
souls.  

Proverbs 23:7 says, “As a person thinks in his heart so is
he” (NIV).  Jesus said, “The good man brings good things out
of the good  stored up in his heart” (Luke 6:45).  Paul prayed,
“Out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being” (Ephesians 3:16).

God has put His image upon us in such a way that it is at
the deepest and most central part of who we are. Finding the
real “us” is a journey of  epic size. It is also a journey we
cannot avoid, since God calls us by name and asks each of us
to respond.

–Claude Evans



Pray for These
The ministers of Baltimore Baptist Association churches,
Baptist Union of Macedonia, Thembalihle Baptist Church
and Pastor Jeffrey Fololo, and, in Dover: 
June 2 Indian View . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Makela, Pastor

Carol Lewis
June 9 Kentwood Heights . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Smith, Pastor

Mike Bailey, Irene Crump, Teresa Wolcott
Legacy Fellowship Int’l . . . . Matthew Moore, Pastor

Shawn Jarrard, Randy Smith
June 16 Little Elam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frank Long, Pastor

Daniel Wallace, Sarah Gregory, Thelma King
June 23 Manakin, First . . . . . . . . . . . . Deborah Sams, Pastor

Elizabeth Howell
June 30 Mattaponi Indian . . . . . . . . . . Kevin Watkins, Pastor

Dover Baptists Express Sympathy
...to Brenda Brown and family upon the death of her

mother-in-law, Laura Mae Brown, on May 10.  Brenda is the
Minister of Music at Mechanicsville Baptist Church.

...to Martha Loving upon the death of her mother, Dorothy
Bowles, on April 25.  Martha is the Financial Secretary at
Mechanicsville Baptist Church.

...to Jeremy Smith and family upon the death of his
grandfather, J. R. Thomas.  Jeremy is the Associate Pastor for
Family Ministry at Berea Baptist Church.

Congratulations
Peggy Etheridge and Connie Lambert completed the Basic

Certification for Ministry Assistants at Ridgecrest.  Peggy is the
Ministry Assistant at Dover Baptist Association and Connie is
the Ministry Assistant at Antioch Baptist Church.

Matt Fretwell, Pastor at Oak Hall Baptist Church, has
written a book titled “Denied Desires”.  The book has been
released and is now available for purchase from Amazon,
Barnes & Noble, and Apple iBooks.

Brenda Kidd completed and received the Children’s
Ministry Certification through the Virginia Baptist Resource
Center.  Brenda is the Minister to Children at Cool Spring
Baptist Church.

North Run Baptist Church surprised Pastor Tom Gaskins
with a celebration of the 41st anniversary of his ordination in a
special service and reception on April 21.

Personnel Changes
Tyler Burkett now serves as Associate Pastor/Minister to

Students at New Bethesda Baptist Church. 
Tim and Laura Cooper now serves as Interim Co-Directors

of Youth at Glen Allen Baptist Church. 
Linda Dickerson now serves as Organist and John Hare

now serves as Summer Intern to Students at Mechanicsville
Baptist Church.

Mike Garner has concluded his ministry as Pastor of Dover
Baptist Church.

John Johnson now serves as Pastor at Antioch Baptist
Church.

Dawn Parker now serves as Part-time Secretary/
Administrative Assistant at Black Creek Baptist Church.

DWMU News
June 8 Dover WMU Council Planning Session

9:00 a.m. at the Dover Center
July 18 Missions Awareness Day

10:00 a.m. - 12 noon, location TBA

A Big“THANK YOU!” from DWMU 
The Dover Baptist Association WMU Annual Meeting on

May 14, 2013 was a huge success.  Thanks to all the volunteers
at Poplar Springs, Helen Wood, Dr. John Upton, Jr., Andrea,
David, Mike, Lee, Tabatha, Lonnie, Gene, Rev. Crane, Rev.
Johnson, Rev. Beith, Rev. Alphin, tellers, minute review ladies,
and GA’s from Samaria. We thank everyone for doing a
phenomenal job.

Dr. John Upton now has a song named after him, “Upton
World”.  What fun we had on this night singing and hearing the
story about the “Story Lives On” in Missions with Helen Wood
and Dr. Upton.  We heard about Gray Haven (Andrea) and the
work that they do to help with stopping human sex trafficking.

On May 14, 2013 WMU (Churches/Association) celebrated
its 125th anniversary (Ladies don’t we look great to be 125).

We had 30 churches plus Dover Baptist Association were
represented.  The offering of $1,000 will go to Gray Haven.

None of this would have been possible without the help of
Ann Gathright and Virginia Wermuth and all the volunteers. 
You truly made this event come together.  Thank you for the
time and effort you gave.  Mark your calendar now for next
year’s WMU Annual Meeting on May 13, 2014 at Berea Baptist
Church.

DWMU Officers for 2013-2014
Director: Sharon McKinley
Assistant Director: Emilie Simpson
Churchwide Missions Consultant: Audrey Garthright
Women/Adult on Mission Consultant: Carol Longest
Mission Awareness Consultant: Hilma Herron
Mission Growth Consultant: Judy Baber
Mission Involvement Co-Consultants: Cathy Williams

Pat Chalkley
Secretary/Treasurer: Theresa Hawkes
Auditor: Jackie Eby
Acteen/Youth Consultant: Cindy Marshall
GA/CIA/RA Co-Consultants: Judy Clarke

Patti Rimbey
Mission Friends Consultant: Sue Hall

Musical Theater Camp for Grades 3-9
June 22-June 29, 3:00-8:30 p.m.
Pioneer Baptist Church
3140 Darbytown Road, Henrico 23231
Cost: $45.00 ($25.00 additional child from the same family)

Eight days of singing, acting, and dancing with two
performances of a Musical Theatre Production.  Recreation,
camp t-shirt, as well as a wonderful dinner are provided each
night.  No experience necessary!  Please send in your
application and fee immediately to reserve your place.  Camp
may fill up quickly!  Make check payable to Pioneer Baptist
Church.  Call 804-795-1051 for more information.
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Church News
Visit www.doverbaptist.org for all the Church News!

Antioch Baptist Church participated in the Sandston
Memorial Day Parade with a float and a booth as part of their
Outreach Program on May 27.  A live band and an ice cream
social were held after the worship service on June 2.  The church
will hold Vacation Bible School, June 23-27, 6:00-8:30 p.m with
the theme “Go Tell It On The Mountain.”

Beaverdam Baptist Church held “The Art of Marriage”
seminar.

Dover Baptist Church held a car wash and bake sale to
benefit Robbie Wood’s “People to People” project.  KID’S
STUFF went to Skateland in Ashland.

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church, New Life Baptist
Church, Antioch Baptist Church (Varina), Gravel Hill Baptist
Church, Laurel Hill United Methodist Church, St. James Baptist
Church, and Varina Episcopal Church held a “Varina-Wide
Revival”.

Grace Community Baptist Church youth held a “Rent-A-
Youth” fundraiser and provided an evening of childcare to
benefit their Philadelphia ministry trip. 

Hebron Baptist Church will hold Heritage Day on June 8
and 9 with food, children games and a yard sale.

Mechanicsville Baptist Church “Sounds of the Spirit”
handbell choir and Ladies Ensemble held a “Baked Pasta Dinner
and Silent Auction” fundraiser for their mission trip to Poland in
July and raised over $5,000!

Oak Hall Baptist Church held a movie night and showed
the movie “Tangled.”

Poplar Springs Baptist Church 60+ Senior Group traveled
to Henrico Theater and saw The Sound of Music.  The Dock, a
church service for boaters on the James River, resumes Sundays
from May 26 through August 25 at Hatcher Island.

Ridge Baptist Church RA’s held a food drive.  The GA’s
held a “Phone Cards for Soldiers” project and raised $600 which
they used to send 28 phone cards to chaplains to distribute to
soldiers in the most need.

Positions Available

New Bethesda Baptist Church seeks a part-time
Church Secretary (20 hours per week), Monday- Friday,
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Please send resume to
todd@newbethesda.org or call 804-779-2101.

Northside Baptist Church seeks a part-time Director
of Children and Youth (20 hours per week).  The church
requires an undergraduate degree and two years of
experience in ministry with these age groups.  Visit
www.NorthsideVA.org to see the job description.  Send
resume to dboone7600@comcast.net or Northside Baptist
Church, Attention: Donise Boone, 7600 Studley Road,
Mechanicsville, VA, 23116, by June 1.

Oakwood Memorial Baptist Church in Richmond
seeks a part-time Church Secretary (15-20 hours a week),
Wednesday-Friday.  Call 804-769-4619 for details.  Send
resume to Oakwood Memorial Baptist Church, Attention:
Jamie Garthright-Personnel Committee, 3100 Gay Avenue,
Richmond, VA, 23231 or fax it to 804-222-2540.

Zoar Baptist Church, Goshen Association, seeks an
active member of a Christian church to serve as its part-
time Church Secretary.  The church requires computer and
office management skills.  Send resume to Pastor, Zoar
Baptist Church, 31334 Zoar Road, Locust Grove, VA,
22508 or zoarbc@gmail.com.  See the job description at
www.zoarbaptistva.com.

Steve Allsbrook, Director of Missions
Sam Duenckel, Associate for Missions
Sandy Weakley, Executive Assistant
Sue Hall, Ministry Assistant
Peggy Etheridge, Ministry Assistant
Bill Alphin, Associate for Church Development
Bill Corey, Associate for Ministry to Church leaders
Claude Evans, Associate for Ministry to Church Leaders

       




